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AMBASAID NA HEIREANN 

TELEPHONE: (202) 462-3939 

FAX: <l02l 2.32-5993 

FAX NO' C.I') 

10 JANUARY 1995 

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON 

FOR G CORR �ROMM COLL!NS 

RE: NORAIO 

EMBASSY OF IR�LAND 

22.34 MASSACHUSETTS AvJZ .. "N.W. 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2000!! 

As you are aware, Irish Northern Aid (Noraid) is about to embark 

on 25th anniversary celebrations. we have had an indication from 

the state Department that Joe Cahill is likely to he present at 

some of these events. I asked Dermot Brangan in New York to 

p�epare a note on Noraid in the light of Sinn Fein's activities 

here and Noraid's prospective relationship with cairde Sinn Fein, 

the entity which is likely to emerge as the new Sinn Fein 

fundraising vehicle in the future. I attach a copy of his report 

which is helpful and informative_ 
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NORAID AND ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

l. THE NEW INCOMING NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF NOR.AID, PAUL
DORrs, HAS TAKEN THE OPPORTUNITY OF HIS
APPOINTMENT TO USE THE EDITORIAL COLUMN OF THE
CURRENT ISSUE OF THE IRISH PEOPLE PAPER TO SET OUT
'I'HE ORGANISATION 1 S AIMS FOR 1995, ITS 25TH
ANN?VERSARY. - - " 

2. IN rTs 25TH ANNIVERSARY '!EAR, NORAIO COMMITS
ITSELF TO A "YEAR OF WORK" TO SEEK REDRESS TO
HUMAN ANO CIVIL RIGHTS ABUSES IN NORTHERN IRELAND,
A POLITICAL PRISONER AMNESTY (WHICH DORIS SAYS IS
THE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY) AND WORKING TO SEE THE
PE.ACE PROCESS SUCCEE�- AS �ART OF TH! PROGRAMME
FOR THE YEAR OF WORK, NORAID INTENt>S TO CONTINUE
FUNDRA?SING AT ITS 25 ANNIVERSARY NATIONAL
TESTIMONIAL AND AT REG�ONAL TESTIMONIALS IN SAN
FRANetsco, PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, LYNN (MASS), NEW
YORX, DETROiT, CHICAGO AND NEW JERS!?. OTHER AIMS
INCLUDE AN IRISH PEOPLE SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE, A
NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMME, INCR!.ASEO
MERCHANDISING, AND VARIOUS PROGRAMMES IN REIATION
TO POLITICAL P�?SONERS. THREE EVENTS ARE TO BE
�SPECIALLY COMMEMORATED, TH� 1916 EASTER RISING,
THE 1981 HUNGER STRIKE, ANl) BLOODY SUNDAY, BUT CO
ORDINATED PROTESTS IN SUPPORT OF AN AMN£STY FOR
POLITICAL PRISONERS. WILL ALSO BE HELD.

3 • r DORIS LIVES IN PHILADELPHIA AND IS FROM TYRONE.
HIS CHOICE AS NATIONAL CHAIRMAN APPEARS TO REFLECT
SINN F!IN'S WISH TO HAVE NORTHERN IRISH BORN IN
POSITIONS OF POWER IN NORAID. THE ANNOUNCEMENT
LATER THIS MONTH OF THE REST OF NORAI0 1 S NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE SHOULD ALSO REFLECT THIS PLUS TH! NEW
�OLITICAL �tAtITIES IN IR!tANO. IT SEEMS LIKEL�
THAT SOME OF DORIS' NORTHERN BORN FRIENDS IN
PHILADELPHIA ARE LIKELY TO BE AMONG THOSE PROMO�ED
TO TH£ EX_E_CU'I'-I.V�-. -GERRY-ADAMS TOLD TH£ IRI SM

\ 

TIM�S' WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT OtJRING HIS LAST
U.S. VISIT, TMERk WERE NO PLANS TO REPLACE NORAID
WITH A CAIRDE SINN FEIN (WHICH IS LIKELY TO COME
INTO EXISTENCE AS SOON AS THE STATE AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENTS GIVE THE APPROPRIATE PERMISSIONS).
THE TACTrc FOR THE MOMENT SEEMS TO BE TO ALLOW
BOTH NORAID AND CAIROE SINN FEIN TO EXIST IN
PARALLEL. MOVES TO MERGE 80TH WOULD APPEAR IN

I SINN FEIN'S VI:S:W TO BE UNNECESSARILY DIVISIVE ANO
COULD LEAD TO DEFECTIONS TO FRIENDS OF IRISH 

I FREEDOM( FO�F). SINN FEIN WANT TO RE�AIN THE
\ GOODWILL OF THOS! IRISH AMERICANS WHO SUPPORTEC 

THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS BUT 
AT THE SAME TIME THEY WISH TO EXERT MOR! CONTROL 
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oV-0. "rliE AeTIV:tTIES or 110RAID- }!EIICE, TRE CJOJIGE

OF p£R$0llll'!t, 1:11 110RAlD 1,110 IN pAJl'!'ICUUJl TltE 

:itEKOVAl- O'F M]lll'l'IN GALVIN AS '!l>lTOll o'F TltS I:itISH 

PEOPLE· 

4. Ti!E t!El'lAeEl(IN'I' OF MA11.Tl'.N GALVIN AS EllITOR Of Tlt'E

\ 

. U.ISll pl!OPLE pot( 1.sT :n,NUAllY THIS ygp.P. IS ,iui:r OF

� 'I'� 01' tc0V.ID BY Sillll FEIN• TltE Nltll 

Sl)J'rOll OF THE pAPEll tS �y ouINN, 'flKO IS .IRISH 

Jll(EP.:tc:All, BUT IS REG�Ell AS wEll1< JlllD MAI,t.£AB1,E 

JlllD IIIU. BE $DI't0ll SOL!U,Y IN NAM!• GAX,VIN'S 

tlJl(OVAL RAS BE$11 \fLAGGEll IN ptl]!VlOUS REpOllTS BY 

TliE e<)IISUV.TS AS HIS pEP-50NllL REV-TIOllS IIITlt i.ol\MS 

RAVE 'SEZII 11011 El(tSTEll'I' roll soME ,rtME I • E. HE' S llo't

,rllUSTED BY BELFAST· HIS DECISION, FO'll Ex»IPLE, TO 

Jl1,l,Oll 1'11 JJ)VEllTtSEM£11T Ill THI IRISH PEOPLE 

c:tUTICIS:tllG THE IW- ev.sEFiaE FP,01!. GEORGE a»tllISON

WIIO MAS 1,:tll!CS wtTlt FOIF PD 11:i;:PUBLICAll sr, IIAS 

SEEN >.SA oIUCT CffALLENGE TO sr IN 'SELf1'S'r• 

s. 
ollE OF -rKE o1JES-tIOllS fAClllG "rliE NOIU-10 NATIONAL

�IVE 11:tLL BE Tl!E FUTURE OF THE IlltSlt PEOPLE

i'l\l'Ell• tTS ST1'T'ED ctllCIJLA'rION or S, ooO 1s WELL 

•El,.0" 1-rs ?llOOUCTION coSTS 1,110 WHILE T!\E oRtVE roll

NEIi s1:111scP-IP'flONS MtGl!T ASSIST )O.TTERS, ITS I,ONG 

TEl'l' ,111PCillL vi,.StLITY IS ooUbTFUL· I 

UNDps-rJlllD THAT Ml)C!l or Noi,>.ID'S ctJRllENT 

F1JII01'1'-ISING NOii GOES TO PAY FOR THE pl\l'Ell'S 

u?1tEEi' • 'l'!IE El(ECU'fI'n: MAY BE rollc:ED u,1rER TltlS

yEJ>,ll TO s!!U'1' IT ooWN AND :itEPIJI.CE lT wITlt J>,ll 

pHOB1.ACRT svrr DIRECTLY fll.Olt IREt.1>110 · T!\IS 11ILL 'SE

SEEN B'J! IlllSB 1'!(l!IUc;.!15 AS A FUP-TltEll 'S)tl\MPLE Of 

ROIi �Ill o�t51'TI0ll IS BElllG 51ll'PUNTED BY 

PEOPLE Jt,)ID VIPS y'll,0)I BELFAST• 

6. ,ntE L).'t'l'E'R IS THE Nll1I or THE cuiutEll'l oZBATE IN

NOu.J:I) • lR'.I'. slt >,MERI CPS tttS'Ell'r TltE oRGPl si.TI OIi

BEtNC. TJl](E!I ()V}:lt BY TRE IllISB BOBN 111tOSt FillS't 

�tJJICE IS TO Slllll tEIN, B'£Lf1'S'f- I,AS'J: 

THU'RSOAY � WAS A )IO;tAlD MEETING� Ill NEIi 

1101UC, Wll!,ll'E IT WAS sff.ONGLY suGGES'fED TR"'I' 1JNI,)\;SS

MJ111.Till GALVIN G'.!!TS A sJPl'.1'.0'R i'()SITtON IN T)!E NEIi 

EJ(l:C0'1'� T}lAT BE JJID ltlS stJPPOll'l:EllS wout,D t,FJ\.vE 

NO:MJD· ,r\10 f"Ul'.TllD MEETINGS 11AVE BS$!1 scKEDULJ:0

B't OOlllS ON Tl\E l.4 JJID l.6 J1'l'Ulll'.'t TO usoLV£ -rtiE 

PROBLE!(S :tN R£LA'l:10N TO THE A]1i'OI� OF A N£'il

El(EC0'1'lV£• 1 IJNOEllS'l:JJID THAT SlNll FElN MAY 

olSPATClt !!l'l'.t,$AD �]SANE TO i.sstsT IN TllZ RESOLUTION

o� THIS otfYlClJLTY• 

7 • Ill s1JMIOill1 , slNN n:,Ill' S 11ISR TO MOt.0 110:itAID IN ;:TS

�''!\ 

oWII tMAGE IS noetEDillG, BllT "tREllZ co)ltillllES TO BE

�I/TAOIS/202 
soia: iu:s:tST�cE TO CIINIGE z.110 TO TH1: FACT 't!\1'T 
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MANY OF THE OLD STALWARTS 00 NOT LIKE �AXING 
ORDERS FROM BELFAST OR FROM NORTHERN IRISH BORN 
AMERICANS WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AROO'ND FOR THE 
STRUGGLE HERE IN THE OS FOR THE LAS'l' 25 YEARS. THE 

IMMlNENT ARRIVAL OF A CAIRJ)E SINN FEIN 
ORGANISATION MAY FURTHER COMPLICATE MATTERS 
ESPECIALLY REGARDING FUND RAISING. 
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