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TO HQ FROM WASHING TON 
FOR G CORR FROM M COLLINS 

RE: SENATOR :MITCHELL 

I attach a general bioaraphlcal note on Senator l\'.Utchell as promised. The following 
supplemental points may also be useful: 

•

• 

In taking up the job as Special Adviser to the President and Secretary of
State for Economic Inltlatives in Ireland, Senator l\.fitchell gave clear
expression to the pride that he has in his hisb roots. It was the first
appointment that he took upon his retirement from the Senate. While 1n the
Conuess he kept a watchful eye on Irish affairs; he bas met most Irish
political leaders over the years. Most recently, be met the Tanaiste in
Washington last September.

Since his appointment (which is of 130 days duration) Senator Mitchell has
underlined the inclusive nature of the Washington Conference on Investment
which he is particularly mandated by the White House to organ.i2e. He has
made a point of engaging the support of Congress for this initiative and has
met with a number of key members to brief them on his work. He plans
also to meet with members of Congress following his return to brief them on
his visit to Ireland.

• Senator Mitchell's ,eenial temperament, shrewd political instinct, dedication
to the task at hand and commitment to finding compromise without
sacrificin2 2oals earned him both popularity and respect. Towards the end
of the last Con2ress he was considered both for membership of the Supreme
Court and as Commissioner for Baseballt but he was prevailed upon to
remain as Majority Leader to assist in the passage of health care reform
(this, of course, did not make it through the last Congress).

• Senator Mitchell bad announced his retirement from the Senate early last
year and did not stand for re-election in November.

• At the end of last year, Senator Mitchell married his longtbne companion,
Heather Machlachlan (this is Mitchell's second marriage).
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In 1979. he was appointed all .S. Disrrlct Cowt Judge. In 1980, he resigned 
to accept appointment to the Senate to complete the unexpired tenn of Senator 
Muslcie, who had resigned to become Secretary of State. Senator Mitchell is 
the only former Federal Judge serving in the Congress. 

After trailing in the public opinion po� by 36 points, Senator Mitchell 
ra11ied to win election to the Senate in his own right in November, 1982, receiv
ing 61 percent of the votes cast. 

Since I 981, Senator Mitchell has served on the Veterans Affairs Commit
tee. He is a member of the Amtrican Legion, Amvets, and the Veterans of 
Foreign \Vars. He has been particularly active on the issue of veterans' health 
care. 

Senaror Mitchell has served on the Environment and Public \Vorks Com
mittee since 1980. He is particularly active in clean air issues. the Superfund 
toxic cleanup effon, nuclear po, .... ·cr plant safety, the Clean Water Act, the En
dangered Species Act and resource recovery and recycling. 

In his work on the Finance Committee, of which he has been a member 
since 1981, Senator l\tlitchel1 has concentrated on health care, particularly the 
Medicare program, welfare reform, and the 1986 tax reform act. He has played 
a leading role in support of aff or dab le housing programs as well as programs 
affecting children, such as f ostcr care and child care. 

Senator Mitchen is a member of the Senate's National Ocean Policy Study 
group, which focuses on issues crucial to the fisheries industry in N�· England 
and the marine science community. 

From 1984 to 1986� Senator Mitchell served as Chairman of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Committee t heading the successf uJ effort to regain a 
Democratic majority in the Senate. 

In the 100th Congress, Senator Mitchell was named Deputy President Pro 
'!empare of the Senate. He also served as a member of the Senate Committee 
mv�tigating the [ran-Contra affair.

· Legislatively, Mitchen led the effort for re---enactment of the Clean Water
A�t over a presidential veto in 1987 and authored the gtoundbreaking Indoor
Air Pollution Act t to protect agains� radon and other indoor air pollutants. 
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Mitchell's work led to the enactment of nursing home standards and

evaluation of medical care outcomes in 1987. He is spearheading the effort 
ro provide health care access to all Americans today and for comprehensive 
long-term care coverag� for Medicare beneficiaries. He wrote the law that helps
save America's historic lighthouses. and the law that makes Daylight Savings 
Time begin the first week of April each year. 

[n November. 1988, Senator Mitchell was elected ro his second full tcnn 
of office, winning with 81 percent of the votes. the highest percentage ever 
received by a candidate in a state-wide election in Maine history. 

At the conclusion of the 100th Congress, his colleagues elected him to be 
the Senate Majority Leader, a post he assumed in January 1989. He was 
rcelected unanimously to that leadership role in the I 02nd Congress. 

In the 101st Congress, he led the effort to enact oil spill legislation and 
spearheaded the succe.ssf ul 19'JO reauthorization of the Clean Air Act, including 
new controls on acid rain and air toxics, the first rewrite of this crucial legisla
tion in 13 years. 

t\1itchcll was also instrumental in passage of an increase in the minimum 
wage. the nation's first child care bill, landmark legislation extending civil rights 
protections to the disabled, and helped negotiate the 1990 budget agreement, 
a record $490 billion federal defidt reduction. As Majority Leader, Senator 
Mitchell is also an ex officio member of the Senate Intelligence Committee. 

For three consecutive years, 1988 - 1990, a poll of senior-level Congres
sional staff found that Mitchell is regarded by this knowledgeable group as 
"the most respected Member of the Senate." 

Senator Mitchell is the author of two books. With his coJleague, Senator 
Bill Cohen of Maine, he wrote, Men of Zeal, describing the Iran-Contra 
investigation. In 1990, Senator �1itchell wrote his second book, World on Fire, 
describing the threat of the greenhouse effect and recommending steps to curb it. 

Senator Mitchell has one daughter, Andrea, and makes his home in 
Portland, Maine.
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Blograp.ical laformatio■ ------------

SeoatOI' George 

Mitchell 
of Maine 

U.S. Senate Majority Leader 

George J. Mitchell was born in \\'aterville� Maine, on August 20, 1933. 
He is the fourth of five children of the late Mary Saad and George Mitchell. 
l'vfary Saad Mitchell emigrated as a child from Lebanon and was a factory 
worker in textile mills in the Waterville area. George �1itchell was the orphan. 
ed son of Irish immigrants, adopted by a \\'aterville family. He worked as a 
Jaborer. 

Senator Mitchell attended Watcrville public schools and Bowdoin College. 
In high school and college he played basketball. He graduated from Bowdoin 
in 1954 and then served in Berlin, German,, as an officer in the U.S. Army 
Counter Intelligence Corps until 1956. 

Senator �titchcll received an Ll.B. degree from Georgetown University 
Law Cencer, where he attended night school and worked during the day as 
an insurance claims adjuster. After earning his la\\.' degree in 1960. he was a 
trial lawyer in the Antitrus: Division of the Justice Department in Washington 
until 1962, when he became Exccutiyc Assistant to Senator Edmund S. Muskie 
of Maine. 

Senator Mitchell returned to Maine in 1965 and entered private law prac
tice \Vith the firm of Jensen, Baird, Gardner and Henry. He was active in the 
t\1ainc Democratic Party, serving as State Chairman from 1966 to 1968. In 
1969, he became the Democratic National Committeeman from l'vtaine, a post 
he held until 1977. 

In 1971, Senator Mitchell served as an Assistant County Attorney for 
Cumberland County, and in 1977 he became the U.S. Attorney for Maine. 
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