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Office of the Press secreta�y 

for !iiieal.ate Relea�e 
* 

Mardi 1 7 r l.§9S 

�-BY THE !ttSIDENT 
AT SlmMP.OCI< ctUM0NY Wiff PlUME MINIS?ml JOHN :Sllt71'0N 

The Roose.velt. ,-o� 

10:40 A.M. EST 

flt£ i'US?l)EN'l'� Good 11.'lO�il:lg. Please .be sea't.ed.. Happy 
St. Pat=ick's �ay. I�•s a gHat plea11U:a for me tc welcOllle the 
,�me Mi.Di.ster he::e .. This is the Taoi�each's first visit to the 
tTnited Siatu sinc:e he �$21umed offi<:;e. So on thi.s st. Patr.iek'!; 
,ay, I think we should QegiJ:1 with an approp�iate gr�eti�g •
Ceade .mil.e . fail te -- a hundred thcusa.nd welcome.s . 

Mr. P�ilae Kini$ter, 'I think, in this sy.tnbolie eere:tte�y, 
ycu sh.ollld. g-0 !irst. Sc:, I wan� to tum tl':.e micr0p�0ne over to 
ycu-

PRDE M!NIS� b.U'.t:ON: '!hank YQIJ. very mu.eh. Mr. 
President, ?tir. VicQ Presiden.t, s�e=eta�y cf State, ladies �ci 
gentl�: It t s a wonderful heno: fo: .me tr: be received. her2 as 
tha leadE!l!' �f a.i. I�i�h qove�m:i.ent e: a cotmtry, Ireland, that's 
ftOW at peace; at ;eace after 2S years 0£ violence. 

l want to say that ycu, Mr. P:esidez:lt� probably as ?11Ueh 
&s �Y individual,. have hel.peci �o 1:::-inc; tha.� ab0u.t. When you 
look ba�k·on you� admini3trat1onr I think the bringing af peace 
1:0 !:-�and will rank as o:1.e of your majo: pe:i;son.a.l achievet1ents. 
The willingne$s that you'v-e showa1 111.r. President, t:i Cake .risks, 

-tc do things -that many 0f us might .!:-..ave thcu.gh.t wa:a foolhardy at 
the ti?t\e -- li�e gran1:inij a visa ,:o G�rry � -- it has bea?i 
proven to be -- you h.a.ve been p:-c"lfM tc be r.ight: . You ma.de the 
rigb.t decision. 

The results are the:@ for all of us �o see,- heeause you 
gave that o�gani:;ation the sense. of conf1d.ence in itsel:f, and a 
gl1=se of �h.e �oliti�aL d!ndend that w�s the:e fer �h� by 
pn.rs,ung a peac:e�ul. rathar the a �iolct pa-:r.. That vista t:hat 
you oPened up 'Cc them by 1:hat: decis1o� enabled them, qa"Q'e them 
the confidence tc end. their c::am:pai� .:md take. a new �cad. 

Others J:1.eed to show similar cou:age �d �etieri:is.ity- Pind 
I knew that tns -Uai�ed state$ will b• will�ng to play the s� 
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c:::ucial =ole in being a fried to all i� .Ireland., and enc01.ttag� 
a.11 in I�eland. 'CO be generous risk-takers., as you have b�en, Mr
President, in yc:r11r dealings with :r:-el�d sir-.ce the comm.enc:el!taat: · 
-of your administration.-

My pm:po$e i: co.m.i�q h��e tad&Y� on saint Patrick'� nay, 
is to t:hank you ""G:Y, verY mu.;.�, .fl:'cm the bottcm 0:f m.y heart, for 
what you have eicne, and to lcok .fo=wa:-d to wcrkinq with y,ott .,nd

ycur �d:hinistr�tion a=d .. indeed, ccng��zs on a bipa.rtisa� basis 
o� wilding on this, ygur great .achievt!lll.ent.

'IBE PJU:Slm:NT: Thank you. {�plause. } 

i'P.:tME MI:ll5TD Sl«TTON: Now, �- President, it is my hign 
honor to pr.esent y0u some shamro:::ks to ceie�ra�e this great day. 

{.Applause.) 
. 

't!U; !?RSSII>Dff ! Thank yo'I.:.. {Applau.se - l

'Xha?1k you. very =:eh, t-t.:. Pri?u! .Minister fer the l:iiaau.�i:rul 
g1ftr � beautiful I.!-ish crys��l- ! hope the s�o�ks �ill 
b�i.ng us the luck of the Irish ove= the next: fa"" 1a0n:as -
{Laughter. } 

today, we d0n't have to lcok mu.eh fur'the:: than the g.reen 
ties and the dres8e! in this ::oom to ba re.?:\l.!l.ded. of the kionds 
between the O'ni.ted States and. ?::elmd; the cowno21 herit:a.qa we 
�ha�e u.l h&ve soared .since �Q bes-in:ling of our �c:n.mtry 1 s 
existamc:e. Much of P.m.erica 's love of f;:a;ed=m has :C:rish roots, 
'4-hethe: ow:- ance5tors we:e.Ca.thol.ies o:: Pro�$tants. Fou� 
signe:s of� Declaratien of Ind.epandence we�a �0%'%1 in Ireland. 
At least:. ni:-..e mc:e lllere of Irish do�ecmt. And many of our 

. bn�est soldiers in 'the .Revolut!onaey War were Iri�h AID.ericans. 

Today the Irish are still fighti=g the goQd fight -- the 
fight for �&c:e in Le0a:1cn and Somali.a and th� Balkans. Irish 
troops u.ader tl.N. ccmmanr.'i hava braved �a.t cia.'7.ge:rs in t:he quest 
'for p��e .. I�land he,s al.so OPfineci a. school to train 'O'.N. 
peaceke�•rs fxom ether n�tic�s so that w� :illaY all beneti� from 
Irelimd's experience_ 

I�ela.-�d � dao�t�ated it� �cm:itit.m�n� to p�a�e nxost 
powe�f�lLy, of co't!:se, 1n the efforts t� end �he vicler.ce in 
?icrthe:n Ire1and. 0:1 this 51:. htrii::k's Day, a.s the Taoiseach 
saici, Northe� Ireland is closer thWl at any t!=.e � a generation 
to a jw;t and la5ting settlem.u.� gf the d�£ferenc�s o� th8 p�op1e 
who &hare that small eowt�ry' s lillhd. 

A� this historic =omen�� I salute ?r:.me ?4'..intste� Bruton 
fo:- hi:&· ti,":r:eless e:ft"ort:..s for pa•ce mci fo: ccntinu.ing the wgrk ot
l,J.5 predeces-scr, �rime !!i:ister a&yn0lds, in r;Clll.Plat1nc; the joint 
f%atnewo�k d0CU1nent fo: Nort:.hern ?�elahd with the British tri.:e 
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Min.istel:', .J'o!m Major, t.:ho also desG�s our sa.lut:es for the hrave
risks that he hu take:. to lllake peace. This is a land.mark step 
for all the pa..-ties to bri�g them together and forge a new 
p�e�ship for reconcili&ticm� 

Today I want to take this opportunity, thi.$ 1t. ��trick 1 s
Day1 once again to =ge aii the pa.rtie� �c lgok ea;efullv .t the 
rra:D.e\olorlc, tc ac:c:ept: it a.:i the .ba3i� fo.- =cV'i.ng. :f arwa.rd. • I r.;all 
on all .those who $till ;eaort tQ Violence to �nd t.�e beatings, 
�e i?'ltbi:.d&t1o�. tb.e :shooti�;s. Tc ttc:1e who have laid down 
their arms, % ask ycu new to take the next 5tep and begin to 
seriously discuss gettilli rid of th�se.we�po�s $0 they �an ne'V'e: 
QC! used. again, and violence will nevtir ag&in return �0 the la�d. 

1 waJ.ccme the statement: by Sinn Fei:i.. reiterat:ing its 
rea.dines:s t:0 include the issue 0� weapcns in :he ta.1.k.s w;i.th the 
British goverim.e.:.t.. t-: mi1S't ?.:,e included, a.."'!d pr=��ss ill!J.St be
m.acle. 

A9 �e have in tha tiast, the 'tTru.ted States stands :ead�- tc
hel.p 'Chose who are tald.ng risks for peat:a. Ou: economic 
init1ati�es in Ireland ar0 proceeding und.e% nle sups.rv1$1on of 
form.er SeziatoJ:" George Mitdlall.. In Maf ue ue hosting a. Wr.ite 
l{cuse conferenc:e en trade eel i:.v.ast:tent l.n !�eland. And 1:he.re's
trmnendous interest in tlu.$ e0nferen�e from our private sector. 

M:- !rime Mini�ter, the United states will conti=ue to 
$u.pport yeur e!!orts and. those of ?rime Minister Major. You have
done �ery niuch to �ring the prcspect of a new day to Ngrthern 
!:eel.and.. 

��;a. also pLeased to a.Il,n.Qtmce that be�in.�ini April ls�,
Irish citizens visiting the United States on v��ations e= 
businlass will no lc�ger require visas. This step is another 
clemon:st�a:�ion of our QO?lfidence in the fut�re of !�eland and the.
st:��'S' ties between Q\tt' nati=�. 

I filially want �c say �at ! am veey mucii· lcoki;lg forward
. to oa:r rec:::�pt.i.en tomgb.t at:! 'the White Wr=use. ! 'ln glad that ycU, 
Mr, Prime M.1niste::-, ar.d. Mrs. BNt.on will join us. &id. we're 
going to ba�e � high old Irish time. {Laughte=-> 

In closing,. let me t!:.aak the. Saereta.:.-y or Sta�e .. iimd our 
f:L.ne Ambassadcr to Ireland, J� 3� Slnith, fer the werk t�ey
ha"Ve done in supporti:J.q t!he White House and t:he P�esiaer.t in ou.r 
efforts to h�tp you brinq pe�ce. 

Thank ye-a. all "'17ery :mtic:h. (Applaw:e. J 

Q Mr. P:r:esi.dent:. '!U.':f I a:sk you., first of .ill, how 
you ha�e reaet�d to what appears to be the Britisn gover.m.ent 
,;;:-i �i�sm of ygi.:- d.ecisier1 te a.1.low J!!r _ Ada:m.$ to Coltte into this
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cctmtry'i Ma do you agree witJ those ct.�er Irish A=ericans whc
semn to belieft tba't the 6riti�h gove....-=i.ant and that .Tchn Major 
is being slas.-r ·tcQ slew� i:1 allcw�q his mi.niscers to talk to Mr. 
Adams -- . . I 

TU PDS%0!1ff: 'Hell,
�

et me answer it in this w=.y_ 
First of all. I have ha.d. a go .relationship duting my pres1dimey 
with Prime Minister Majer. A: . the 'Uniteci States ha.s bad a ve�y 
u:iique a:ic! pawerful relaticmsh

l
p with Grea� B�ita1n £e� a ve=y

10:2.&; �i?t.e. we may differ f%O?t\ time to tbne aba�t the spec:ific 
ac1:.i0ns �teach would take, ut: our gca.l is 'thca sa=.�. Jl.nd I 
th1nk we al.l have to l!'ec:cgni.z.e/the :is.ks tha.'e P:::.:e .Minister 
Maj or ha$ t:aken for p�c:e in. ·

,
e c:o�te2tt in whic:h he l'!Ul:.1t:

opera.ter 

So I lock fo.Ziri1Uci to havihq a eh;mc:e to Vi$i't with hlll i;:. 
the nu� c0upla of daya abciut 

�
s, arid. I';u :asically very 

positive Gcut it. And i! you re the P:esi.t:l.er.t of the United 
St.&tes., there are d.a.y.s whl!!!rl. yo 're g:at�ful !er implied 
�itic:i,$lll. Mo:st of i.t Is expressed.. {%iaughter. l . I

l 

Q Mr:. !?re.:sident,1you we?:e asking foJ:> peep.le \.Inc
have ;tm.s and have used them in Ireland to take the next step. 
How soon de. you 'think th&t next; step might b@ taken by the .IRA 
and Sinn Fein? I 

THE PR!SIDElff: Well, k mow that it could:l.',: come scon 
tmough !or :me. Anti this wholltus.:.ne&.s about weapons 
decmmussioning is, obvicusly, eriti�al tc the completion 0� the
process. And we here i� the ited States h.ave reached out not 
only·tc SiJ:m Fein, hut alse t� the -.mionistsr The iruie Mini5tar 
has �ointed �hat out. The Vi� President and my National 
Sec�ity Ad.viacr ha�e� on mor�than one 0ccas10n, tried to 
est"1:>l.i.:>h c:ci,�acb �0 make � we we::e reac.'1inq out to eve.-yone 
in N0r�ezn I.eland. 

Ahd the il:zportant t · tc me i.s that we keep pushi�g 
this proo=s� at1d keep it ggi,n in the right direction. Mod l 
have evc!rY eo:fidenee that will occur. 

I 

Q Mr. �res1d@?2.��LPr�side�t Yeltsin arm.ouneed that 
he• s wil.l.inc; ,:o el.iln.inate :m11; .. ary h.U'dwu:e. frcm his V•% �;:i.rad.e 
on May _9th in Q4d.er to encou=�e you te joi!l. other.5 in Mos�cw tc 
celeb.:-:.1:� t� So1:h .m.."'1.i�tll'.s::ar of the eitd. of Wol:'lci Wa.::- t.t. l� 
t:ha� e�gh tc e21ecrurage _you. o ge t.0 Moseo11r, and. '-'ill you 
ine-lud.e & tr.i� tc !:-eland att tMt'? tLau.gh.t.er. l 

'nlE PUSI:o!!NT: WaJ.l. .. 
sa:id today. Arld ! expect tc 
whole sec of issues vwry she 

�rac1ata wh-.t Presiden� �eltsin 
::iakinq a decisien about �ha� 

it. 
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Q !s Chechnya. th� stwnbliuc; bloek7

Q Wbat pras�u:res can the U.S. admi:ist�aticn br1�g 
o� Sinn Fein, pattieularly 1� r�ards �c the �•cc=ussicning of
&--=s? And was there a qnid. p�o quo il"l that area .fok your
g:u.ein.g a. .,isa i:o t;e:i:-ry Aries to !lmd-ra.ise in the United
St4tes:-

'f'SE FF.tz!DEN'l'; Well, ce%:�ai."11Yi his prompt stat:ement 
about the wi.l.l.i:ngne$s (Jf s� Fein t() d.isc:NSs a:as 
deecmm:Ls$iening had a.-,, ihfluence en '!ny d�i:1.siQn. I think it's 
i2:zl;lo::t.ee that the U!Ut.eri States take· some steps a.lon.g the way, 
as the Prime Minis�e� has �aid, tc keep this .P=Ocess g0ing. When 
othe�s -cake approp%iata steps, :t thir.k it ma.ku it: a lot easier 
fer us to do tha Saitl& aung-.

Thank you. 

'l'.H& PQS!:. Thank you. 

J.O: S3 A.M. ZST 

·------ ·· ····-·
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