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P11pishment Beatings 

SJH,aki..ng Point:l;i 

We have made it cl.ear on many occasions that these 

beatings are a matter of the gravest concQ.rn and are 

entirely inconsistent with the peace process. ·Such 

acts are totally reprehensible and anti-democratic 

practices. 

The.widespread public abhorrence of these beatings means 

they arQ ve.:i:y damaging both to the perception of the 

Republican movement and of the peace process as a whole. 

This applies equally to beatings carried out by 

Republican related groups such as the ne� ncitizens 

against Crime and Drugs". 

There are also worryi.ng reports that guns are carried in 

some attacks. 

In light of the desire to create public trust and 

confidence in Sinn Fein's commitment to the democratic 

process, it is vital that these attaoks should he 

consistently and strongly condemned, and everything 

possible should ba done to prevent them. 

Anglo-Irish Division 

20 July 1995 
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• 

' Punishment' Beating:s 

Backsrgund Note 

1. Since the IBA ceasefire in September 1994 there have

been approximately 163 such attacks. Of these1 98 may be 

attributed to Republican acti vi:3ts. This figure is 

far in excess of the comparable period in 1993/94. 

2. we have used our channels to Sinn Fein since the IRA

ceasefire to convey the Government's strong concerns in

this area.

3. SDLF Councillor Hugh Le.wsley has recently baan the

victim of attack in West Belfast. (SF condemned this 

attaok, which they suggest may have been personal). 

4. Reports in recent days have suggested that a group

(Citizens Against Crime and Drugs), which has claimed

responsibility for a number of attacks in the Newry

area, is merely a cover for IRA activity.

5. In a few oases reoently guns (or repiicas) were said to

have been carried.

6. Loyalist paramilitaries, using the cover name of

'Protestant Action Poree' last month issues threats

against local drug dealers in Lame, Co. Antrim. The 

group is thought to be a cover name for the OVF. The 

threat was subsequently li£ted. Billy Hutchinson of the 

Progressive Unionist Party last month admitted that 

senior Loyalist Paramilitaries were involved in beatings. 
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7. Sinn. Fein and the Loyalist parties have stated that

they neither support or condone such attacks. Gerry 

Adams has called for an end to the attacks, stating 

that he has always been opposed to them.. However he also 

11 explains 11 them by refe.z::ence- to the. unacceptability of 

the RUC in nationalists areas. David 

Ervine of the P.U.P. has also oalied for an end to 

the beatings. 

8. Call.s have come fro·m President Clinton, the British Prime

Minister, John Maj or., Sir Patrick Mayhew1 and Dr.

Marjorie Mowlam among others to end the beatings.

Anglo-Irish Divis1on 

20 Ju.J.y 1995 
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PYni '!!!:mfmt Qertj ngs since the ce•sefi.res

Post-:IBA C-ease£ii:e 

RmmbJ1MD DDc:um,:r 'f2P'J 

S@Ptpber 5 

11 

3 

5 

3 

3 

4-

1 ll. 

octobe.r 

l 

14-

1 

.! 
- ·-------------------------. ------------------��---------- ·---

·1_995

Loya.list Repyp]i@Q Unclear Trrt2] 

!ililDWI ;a 7 5 ll 

Feb!:gatt 4 24
1 

.all ·. 

Marra 

l 

3 122 
3 18 . 

The fi'gure for February includes an incident at 
the Bridge st. Bar, RostJ:evor. Souxces indicate 
that the incident was a Republican • pw:li.shment' 
attack. Six peop].e were injured. 
The· figure al.so includes an attack on a house 
in the Ballymagroa.rty area of Derry in which 
six people weze injured. 

2 This figure includes beating of man in coagh, Co. Tyrone 
during the robbery of two .legally held shotguns. It also 
i.ncl. udes an attack on 7 teenage.rs in the Twinbrook area of 
West Bel.fast 
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Aprl1 1 43 1 � 

Ha:2: 7 17 4 � 

� 3 11 14 

� 7 10 4 Zl. 

TQ:t;� 51 98 14 .1..U 

C::laD1 O' Bri.en 

.Angl.o-Irl..sh DivisiODr 20 July 199S 

3A.ccording to media reports.,. 10 peopl.e were injured in an 
attack in Ande:rsonstown, although the Situation Report 
from· the Secretariat stated that just 2 people were 
injured. 

. . 
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using cover-name to 
carry out beatings 

By Gerry Moriarty, 
in Belfast 

POLICE sources in the North be
lieve that a previously unknown 
organisation, Citizens Against 
Crime and Drugs, which admit
ted recent so-called punishment 
beatings in Newry, is a cover
name for the local IRA .. 

The organisation has · stated· 
that its actions have been direc
ted at criminal and drug-dealing 
elements in the Newry and south 
Armagh area. But in an official 
statement yesterday, the RUC 
said the organisation, if genuine, · 
was intent on "wreaking ven
geance on members of the com
munity, without any justification 
whatsoever". 

However, police sources said 
they "were convinced" that the 
group was the IRA under another 
guise. During the past two weeks, 
two young Newry men have been 
severely beaten in separate pun
ishment attacks. 

In the most recent, on Monday 
morning, the gang responsible 
claimed to be from the IRA, 
while in the other attack 12 days 

ago the victim had been previ
ously threatened by the IRA. 

The Workers' Party in Newry 
said that the IRA in Newry and 
south Armagh had previously 
used names of convenience when 
it suited its purposes. For 
instance. it called itself the 
Republican Action Force when 
killing 10 Protestant workmen at 
Kingsmills in 1976. 

"This is s imply the 
Provisionals under another guise 
enforcing their own brand of bru
tality on the community," said a 
party spokesman. 

Meanwhile, an 18-year-old 
man was being treated in hospital 
after he was beaten up by men 
wielding cudgels in 
Andersonstown, west Belfast, on 
Monday �ing. 

Since the IRA ceasefire, repub
licans have carried out 98 punish
ment beatings while loyalists 
have carried out 59. This is far in 
excess of the number of beatings 
in the comparable period prior to 
the ceasefires when a total of 
about 30 beatings were carried 
out. 
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Missing- Persons 

�ald.ng: Notes 

we are very mindful of the tragedy of those people missing 

as a result of the situation in Northern Ireland. The 

Government are of the view that anyone with knowledge as to 

the whereabouts of the bodies of the v1etims should come 

forward wi.th the information. 

We will continue to encourage all who are in a position to 

do ao to �ork to end the suffering and uncertainty of the 

relatives and perini.t them to gri.ve for their dead. 

Apart from humane considerations, this would also have value 

as a demonstration of goodwiil and of the permanence of the 

cease:fi.res. 

We would appeai to Sinn Fein to exe�cis� their influence to 

ensure that the necessary information reaches the relatives 

and the problem is re.solved. 

We were encou.ragea by the positive approach Sinn Fein 

indicated to us earlier on this issue and wonder what 

progress has been made. 
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Missing Bodies 

Bac.kcp;gµnd lfpte 

1. A campaign to recover the mi.ssing bodie� of presumed

victims of the IRA was launched in the media by the

Belfast Tral.eg.raph and tha Sunday World in April this

year. The names of 13 missing persons have been listed 

in connection with the campaign, although there are 

estimates that as many as 20 such cases may exist. 

2. The main spokesperson for the group \ Families o� the

Disappeared1 is Seamus MoKendry, a son-in-law of

Jean Mcconville, one of the victims.

3. There ha'79 ba8n rapo.rts that Mr. MeKendry has been

contacted by individuals in East Bel£ast with a �iew to

campaigning for the recovery of missing victims of

Loyalist violence.

4. The g-roup' s intentions have been supported by Fr.

Denis Faul and Dr. Joe Hendron M.P., and the human rights

group, Families Ag-ainst Intimidation and Terror.

Minister of State, Michael An.cram has raised the matter

with Sinn Fein du.ring their exploratory dialogue. The

British Prime Minister, John Major has also pledged to

look into the matter during a dis cuss ion with one of the

relatives. It was also mentioned by President Clinton in

his speech to the Washington Conference.

5. Gerry Adams has stated that anyone with in£ormation

about any of those missing should contact the families.

He has also he.l.d meetings with fallti.ly members on a number

of occasions. While chall.enging some indiv-idual cases
.,. 

he

indicated privately to the Gover.oment his willingness to
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be helpfuJ..However, campaign members have criticised 

Sinn Fein inaction i.n the matter. 

6. Ministerial correspondence has been received from

'Families of the Disappeared' seeking a m8atin� with the

Tanaiste to discuss the matter.

7. CJ.aims have been made by former IRA members that the

bodi.es a.re buried on the Black Mountain, outs�de Belfast.

There are al.so claims that several bodies were concealed

on a building site in the Glen Road area of West Belfast.

Reports also indicate that the RUC has appointed a

senior officer to investigate information relating to the

cases.

Anglo-Irish Division 

20 JUly 1995 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

8. 

. 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

IQ.G 1:m m:(;S•WG PBRS0IIS [PRESV!PJ!P DBIDl 

AS A RICf?PW OF . )IOBTftRRN TRRI-AJID SI'J!UAfiOlT

� � Mi.ssi�s:i,pce 

Jean KcConville 37 7/12/1972 

Kevin McKee 1972 

Seamus W:ci.gbt 1972/1974 (?) 

John Mcil.roy 1974 

Pat.rick Mooney 28 8/1976 

COlu:mba McVei.gh 17 1977 

Capt Hobert !Jai.%'.8-C 14/5/1977 

Brian Xi.miey 22 5/1978 

Job.Jl XcCl.o::cy 18 5/1978 

Gerald Evans 27/3/1979 

CbarJie AJ:mstrong 55 1981 

Seanlfurphy 25 4/12/1981 

Patrick HcCoy 59 7/1983 
1 

S&mus Ruddy 1985
2 

1 
. . . 

These i:i::istances have been gleaned f.rolll media cove.rage of 
this issue i.n. .recent days. 

2Reputed to have been murdered by INLA on continent 
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