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During their visit. Gary McMichacl and David Ervine had meetings at both the White 
House and on Capitol Hill In� brie�p, �y strudel a note of �on to make
the peace process su.cceedt-in�� they � to ;the neptive· atti� of s�

Fein and the UUP. Ju before, � impressed!their intcx:l9cutox1 with their� personal 
style, and their readiness to tackie difficult issrs♦ • 

At 1he meeting with To; Lake,� argued �t while ·4uns was � in;his analysis
of tile current situatio11w his publi;() statements that the pro�s wu in crisis wc!rc self:.
1ii1£i1Jfo& and were inakina the situation wo�. He had·• duty (as, they cl� they
were doing) to lead public o� : . · I · , ! .
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The Loyalists laid considerable �phasis on �eirpledp '.of"no first use", an� pointed
out that their cb,Jteoge to the Provisional� to take a. 5'JWar stance remaiDed
unanswered. They argued that �y �Pina to puik� eonfl�. a pledie by � IRA could
help unlock the decommlssionmg i�- The>; indicatfld_ �t with SinuiFein on the
imposm.mlity of decf\rnmismnnmg in advance of1Blks; but given the high lev�l of anxiety 
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on the iSsue within the Unionist r.mnrnumty. a: cornrnhrnmt notto be the mst:to have
recourse to mns could be a way .�und 1hc p�blem. 
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In the context of the Plesident' s trip, the Loyalists clearly � to sell themseives as
bOOl!el:s fiir the peace p,ocea, a# in time

� 
the� m-w,t be likely to say

while in the North. They emp�ed - • 
· 

the �der Unionist �unity 
auacll.cd to maiotaining the��' ne·pitch tb the� J{onse was, in� � with 

the Loyalist parties in support o�� �4 it would be more difficult for Trimble and
otbcn to take a di:ffacnt tack. : ! : . : 
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The most frequent comment from C�tol Hil� sources � the co� in ton� and style 
with Trimble. Their presemation:to Oilman's

i
group, �y OD the lines � made 

much of the problem., caused bY: Adams' talking up the P,:eSent dliliculiies. �owcver, 
having anphasiwi the need for goodwill g., they� seen to Mt« in �icatmg 
that they were not yet ready to �-with�. That said, the trip �ymaintained 
their reputation as an intelesting ind potentially helpful p� in the process. provided 
of coune the present impa'SC ambc ov� . : ' 
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