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TRIMBLE VISIT 

Meetin2" at the White Home .. 
1. Trimble met with the Prcsident'.tb.e Vice- President and Tony Lake at a meeting which

' ' ' ' '. 

lasted a little over half an ham; !the President �.Presexi-t for about lO m.imltes. The
view afterwards in the V/hitc H�use was that the� had gone well, and that Trimble

: . ' 

had shown signs of flenoility widus Assembly proposal . He had� its :function as
a forum for de� and his openness to ideas � to how ii might be structured.
Responding to a question about �onalist in� he sµggestcd that experts on cross
border topics might be invited tci give evidence It was nbt.eci however that there was a

'. . ' : � . 

presumptiOil that this process �uld be complbte before "9/ider talks (Strands 2 and 3)

would get under way.
. ' 

' 

' 

I • • 

2. The President stressed that the US w:as acting on an evcn�handcd basis. TriDlble
• 

i 
. • 

welcomed this, and expressed appreciation foi,thc �itt' s strong support for the
cOIJSC11t principal. Trimble� the importace of a bf,,Jan6id agenda for the

. : . '' ' 

President's trip to Northern �d, �.was assui'ed �this� precisely the

intention.
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3. The US side indicated� the Assembly ideameb.ted consid�on, but said that the
I 

' ' • • 

appropriate forum was-tl:ie political track. of the �-track process.. They have been at
• • • 

$ 

pains subsequently to � that this does not �resent an endorsement of the proposal
• I • • ; 

On decommissioning. the President preempted a prolonged discussion by sta:ting that he
' ; � • ; 1 

had always seen it as an'. �ntial el�ent in �e peace precess. Trimble referred
: 

' ' 
' 

I ' • ! 

approvingly to the President's remarks on thetop�c in his address a! the White House 

Conference. . ! 

The Unionist delegation �ade a po4it of statin,g �eir interest in meeting 'With Hume. 

As it:happen� Hume� entering :the White H� with a European Parliament 

delegation tc,> meet W'ith take as. the pniomsts were leaving. aud was engaged by them in 
' , 'I ' . , 

conversation. in front of the me<iia. We �derstarih (from both sides) that following that 
i : . - • 

meeting Lake asked HUlrie ifhls po�tion'onthe �bly had changed, and was told it 

had not. 
. . 

. ; 

. ' 
. ' 

Other Appointments , . • \
5. At a British Embassy (NI Bure.an) organized I� immediately after the White Ho�e

meeti:na, Trimble cbaract�d the rri�g 8-9 veiy positive. He said that both sides were

agreed on the importance! of the :application of thei consent principle and of progress on
I : • 1 

decommissioning. The Administratfon would· continue to :reflect to Sinn Fein the
I 

I I ' • ; 

importance of decom.tllimoning. They bad also discussed the twin-track process about
. I • ' 

which he said the Admirilstrafion wdre more optirirlstic than be was. He went on to say
: � ·. ; : . : 1 

that there had been a detailed discussi�p. of his �bly proposal. Echoing a now
fau.ulw nut.t; Trimble saif tbal �c had asked the A-dministration to convey to Hume his

interest in a meeting to di,;;cuss the proposal.

. . 

I • . . 
: : 

. ' . 

. :· 

: ; 
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! . 
6. Following these remarks, Trimble moved ar�und the room and met most of the (about 30)

7. 

� . . i : • . 
people present. In response to � fellow guest who suggested that while the Assembly

might look after Strand I issues/there seemJi to be no provision for Strands II and ill,
i . . i ; : / ' 

Trimble claimed that the mandate of the body would be;sufficiently broad to allow it to
� . . '. . '. : ' . 

encompass all these issues. As�ed-abotit thelexisting twin-track process, he said that it 
! ! ' . 

was very difficult to see it world.rig and point.ed a :finger squarely at Sinn Fem. In a 
L : • 

conversation with the undersi�ed, ;his line was t4at the twm-track should comprise the ff
_
.

Assembly and the decommissi� body. 
· 

/ 
I • • 

Ad Hoe Committee i , 

From the Capitol Hill side:, ther6 was a 1rnanitnously un&vorable read--out of the meeting 
• ; � . I . . . 

between Trimble and the group �aired by Cqngressman; Gilman. There were about 8 to 
: '. ' . . 

10 members present for the hour-long meeting. While Trimble's approach was thought to 
' ; . ; : : 

be discouraging, the real villain of the piece appeared to be Ken Magnmis. He "9f'BS 

-...-ariously characterized as rude. �usive and discourteoJ., Many of those present thought 
\ . l . . . '. . 

; 
they were witnessing a .. good cop/bad cop" routine, ex�pt that the good cop also left a 

. ; : • i . l. . '. . 
lot tO be desired. Apart from in$isting on the merits of thF propoS:81 for an assembly and 

! . l . ! . 

on the need for d.ecomrnissiomnt two point.s �:emphasized:
' .. I I ,  

if the twin-tiack was in ttpuble, it.was because tb,teats by Sinn Fein of a return to 

violence had forced the �cellation of the Snrnnili;
' • ! • . '. '' 

Hume was frustrating� repe,ated effort, to .mect:with him. 
� : ' : 

i 

8. It was C()mmented afterwards that ,in their-determination to paint Hume in a ba;Cf. light, the
; : : · 

visitors had said very little about their view of�• role in current events. Parti.cular 
i • • • • I 

i 
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offence was caused by 1Trimb�e·s reacti,o.n to ariilld observation by rim Vlalsh, Chairman 
I • ' 

of the Friends of Ireland, that;progress would� helped by overcoming sectarian 
i' . . ! 

animosity� Trimble's �nsc tb¥ it was im�sx'ble to separate religion from political 

issues was seen as botll revealing and dep�. 

9. · In response to a straig]# question '(rom Oilman ·;is to why they could sit down with Sinn. . . . ! . . ; . : . : 
Feiil in an Assembly but not iil all�party talks, �:rimble's reply was that there was a 

critical distinction benJ.een debate (Assembly) kdnegotiation (talks). For all that, 
. ' :1. . . : . ! 

Gihnan indicated that he hopes to meet :with thel)arty when he visits Northern Ireland in 
: '; ; : :

January. 

Meeting-with Senator K1nnedy ·. I : : 

I ; ' 

I 0. The Senator had been �oping to establish a soun� personal relationship with the Unionist 

leader, and 'on that acco�t their meeting was judged a success. After breakfast (for 
. ' 

which the venue was �ched from home to hls office) Kennedy gave .bis guest a tour of 
. . 

the Senate, before their discussions; began. Despite wide differences on the issues, the 
• . I ' • . ! 

tone "W'8S always amicable, although there 'M!S a:$ense that Trimble never fully relaxed. 
• 

I • , : : ! 

Trinible's temper came �lose to sh�wing only once - when taken up on claims that the 

Tanaiste had changed his st.ance on:decommjsg�g- but otherwise h.e gave the 

impression of a man �Y sthigg�g to � in control. 

11. On substance Trimble tobk the line::tbat the prospects for� in the twin-track had
' . � ' . . ' 

. : : i 

effectively been ended by the September meetini\betwecn Sinn Fein and Irish 
, I , i ' ' I 

Government officials "at1 Clonard Mo�ery": H� pushed the Assembly as a way around . . . : . . : ; : . : i 
thls impasse. It would_� as a ve�icle for poli�cal dialogue in the period ahead, and 

suggested� this -was �-the more important gi� that there was no prospect of all-
. t . ' i 
: ' 
; I 

; . 
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l: 

was enhanced by a clearly f� message, which. was �rated at e�ery opportunity: 
[. . i . : 

. 

-Sinn Fein have effectively scuppered 1;he original twin-track process; 
' • j 

-an Assembly, suitably IDOdified to meet "reasonai,ie" Nationalist concems, can 
� . ! j i • 

secure Unionist involvement in the pro�;: 
1 : I 

-John Hume is unwilling to engage with Unionists� · 
' . : . .  l: 

i . . ' . 

16__ As to his capacity to contnoute itj,aginatively tp a settlement, for manY here this remains 
; : i. . : 

an open question.. Neve:rtheless �e White Ho�e view of�" flexibilityy" on the 

Assembly proposal will help to fiirther its :cred�ility, althdugh they will also 1alce very
; • j 

seriously the concerns reiterated tpday by the SPLP leadexi.. Finally. while Trimble may 
; i • I · 

not be unduly concerned at the ott'ence appareD4y caused. tp Irish-American politicians, at· 

the very l� an important op��ty, in�lud#ig in the �ntext. of the Presidenf s visit,
I '  ; • ' 

to promote a less antagonisticc �ague betw� Umoni..� :and Irish-America appears to 

have been missed. 
' · ; · · 

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/05
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13. 

party tallcs before� next y�. He also leh the clear impression that a revised twin-) 
track would comprise (only) the �embly and the decnmmissioning body. ' ' . . i 

: i 
, I: • ' i , 

He again complamed tpat Hume was avoi�g ¥zn and was not taking up offers of a 
. ! 

direct meeting betw� them (it is fair to say� Hmne vigorously contests this account,

and states: that their twp secretari� ba�e been trying to find a mu:tually convenient date,; . ' i 
and that there was con1act between the two offites on this only last week). 

. i ! ; i . 
Shortly afterwards, Kepnedy JD.Ct with Hume �o said that the Assembly idea should be 

• i ' 

included in the agenda;for a11.:.party talks. Ho�er, he stressed that it was strongly 
' . . 

opposed in th� NatiQ� coi:onn.µtlty, and lf' e\fer convened, would quickly degenerate 
. . ., '. 

into an unproductive &�uting match. Speakin� generally of the peace process. he . ' ' . ; 

stressed the good wo�g relationship with �e povemment, and re.femd to the 

Taoiseach' s successfu(visit to Detzy last week : He claimed that the British were stalling 
: I . : \ . 

on the convening of all�party talh and this. was �wg major problems with Sinn Fein.
. ! . . ; . ! 

Following.his meeting '.Wi,th Adams last Friday,. �e had spoken directly vm:h London in 
: . . ; I 

advance of Tuesday's �cram/Mc�ess; m� and stressed the absolute 

importance of a more �ex101e·:apprc>ach. {

. !'

14. Refetrina to the recent yisit to London by Tony Lake and Nancy Soderber� Kennedy

15. 

. ! 
. . 

expressed some doubt :�ut its v�uc; and said lie thought the NSC team themselves had
'; I 

beaun, before they le�:to feel that their� was l)c(:nming counter-productive_
• l • 
'. 

Comment_ 

Initial reaction to the vi$it SlJiiesl:$ that lrim:ble � a.cross as a substantial [u 
I. . . I 

personally complex) fi� well able to handl�:�lf on, the wider stage. His impact
' : ; . I. 
I 
J 
• 1 

. ! 
• I 

1 
: i
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Ulster Unioni$t Pa�ty 
-North.America\

· 
_ L:eadar of :ha. Pam,. 

W. O�v,d Tnmbl• .. LLB 8LMP,.•
Director. J,Jorth.AmetictJn BCINU 

. ,. JdrvyDonaldson 

Priss Jblease- Washington. D.C. & Belfast, Wedn�ay, November 1, 1995 
t ' ; 

us Pre.gdent CJintnn And the Ulsttr Unionist �ader Meei: At The White Hong: 
; . '; 

Bureau Coon:llnatcr 
Anne w. Smith 

.. 
. . 

David· Trimble, ·leader of the Ulster Unionist Parfy_ (lJUP). of Northem.Ir�Iand ·m-et'today in Washington, 
D. C. with President Clinton, Vice President, Gor� and senior admin�ve officials. · · · 

. : : . : . . . 

The UUP represents the largest political constituency in Northern Ireland. -Trimble is the first UUP leader to 
Jfticially meet a United States President. He was 'accompanied to the·White House by .Ken McGinnis, MP 
(UUP Security Spokesperso·n) ,- Reverend Martin Smyth MP (UUP Inter�tional .Oirector). Jeffre-J 
Donaldso� Honorary Secretary and Anne Smith,. Bureau Coordinator of l.)UP North America. 

vfr. Trimble, during an impromptu 'White House press confere�ce� immediately foJiowing his meeting with. 
he President of the United States said, "It was an honor to<iay for our·Uls'r« Unionist-Party Delegation to 
neet President Clinton, Vice President Gore and o'.tJlers in the United States Administration who actively· 
upport a lasting peace, constitutional democracy, expallded job producing ;economic development and 
nvcstment in Ulster: and increased educatio·nJ cultural and :civic .links between the United States and 
forthem Ireland. · ' · : ·. 

· 

)ur discussio� with the· President. Vice President Gore, Cabinet_ Republican and Democratic Congressional 
epresentatives and American Business, trade associations and diploma.tic l�ers have. been frank, 
onstructive and encouraging. 

• 

'he UUP is �mmitted tO dialogue with any credible source, wh� is prep� to discuss on a level and 
cccptable piaying field· how the issues of peace, democracY, and;econoinic development can be;Diost 
ffectively and fairly advanced with respect for our two traditions and for the·�fit of all the people of 
rorthem Ireland. . : : . . . 1 

• 1 : . . 
, . . . 

ased on our discussions throughout three days of �nsiVe � on the ma,jor political, policy and peace 
sues .being addressed for the people of Ulster, I believe that it.� time for cpncerted action by govmJII1ent, 
lSiness and community leaders tO t get off the fence. and move beyond the ourrent impasse. . 

. . ; . ' ' 

. : ' 

i. . : i. 

North American Bureau, PO Box 16488, Washington oc·20041:- ·USA;TeVF�: 
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On that subject, the UUP cliallenges those ·in pos�ons of power in the United Kingdom and the United States 
to join with our party to accomplish the folio� objectives. ' _ / 
f.EACE The UUP challenges the Loyalist paraJirary 1�ershlp to take ih.e courageous fll'St step and moral 
high ground by beginning the process of disan:name� as quickly as possible - it is in the best int.ercsts of all 

. ,. . . 

of the citizem of Northern Ireland that this critical action tow�d a secure� safe and lasting peace in our 
Province is begun and that the IRA match any inftlative by ihe Loyalist param.ilhary leaders. 

' . : ' . 
I 

DEMOCRACY The UUP challenges the UK gov,�t to s�t a date fo�:all party local ele.ctions to a 
Nonhern Ireland Assembly or Constitutional Convention with :the I� of all democratically elected 
political parties in Northern heland. It offers the most realistic option to 1 move the democratic process 
forward and achieve an inclusive dialogue invol'?DI :all parties. · : · · · ·• 

ECONOMIC OEYEIJlPMFJfi 'l'he UUP cball�c!s goyemrileut. and bti.siness Ieade� involved with 
economic development, Northern Ireland - U� States trade and investment to help increase the 
intemational competitiveness of UJster•s � and service industries, e�and exports and increase 
business entrepreneurship. The Clinton Admlnisttatfon's commitment td. help improve these critical 

I .  . ' ' . . . 

objectives is admirable and the. UUP qes American business leaders in!Northem Ireland and Ulster firms 
tradinl with the United States to support the �lopment of.cl Belfast� American chamber of
Commerce • Northern Ireland (affiliated with � American Chamber - � to consolidate our business 
relationship with the United States. · . ; : , : • . 

,!: 
· : 

I 

: . i: 

'fresidcor CUntnn's Visit To Northern b:eJS;od *e UUP. �enges the µs Administration to ensure that the 
historic first visit by a President of the. Untied States to Northern Ireland is on a balanced itinerary that gives 
equal� to the people of both traditions. U�onist and Nationalist, tl?'greet the American leader in their 
respective oommUllities. · The people of Ulster :# honored by the Presi4ent spending time in our Province 
and he will be assured a warm welcoJJ1e. Whe� Air Foroe Otte lands at!Belfast lnterDational Airport, the 
Gateway to Ulster, for international tourist and busmess·cravellers, the media will share a much needed 
message with the world • that a safe, secure� peaceful Northcnl Irclapd is a beautiful European region 
with Ieaendary hmpitaUty and fmc people who-f'3Dt ·� tQUrism, �nt amU,usmess. 

. 
! 

. ! 
, I 

i .

for further information please :·contact;.
t � . . . . 

;.J • 
V, ! '

Jaffray Donaldson 
Director, North American Bureau 
3 Glll!ngall street : · 
Belfast BT12 SAE 
Northern Ireland 

Tel: 01232-324601 

FEC: 01232-246738 
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'Anna Smith 
; Coordinator, North
; Amarilcan Bureau 
IPO:Box!1G4S8 
:waehincjton DC 20041 
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7�3-260-3466 
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STATEMENT; BY THE PRESS SECRF.1.'AR't 
i: 

: ' 

November 11 1995 

The Vice PrestdQnt ��t for almost an �our today with the 
lft;aider of tha Ulster Unioti.is;t Party, David, Trimble. Th• 
President joined them for:pa:rt of the meeting. The foc:tis of th� 
discus:sion was 'the peace pro·cess in Northei'n Irel.n<'i-

i : . : . 
. ' 

The �resident and -ch.Vic:e;Pt"�$i�ent express-ad continued 
TJ. S. support tor the e!!o.rts· of· the :Sri tis'fu; and Irish Governme..-rits 
and 'the people of Northedi· Ireland :to .reaci;i a just and la.sting
�et.tlement. They underscored their view that such a settl.m111nt 
must DP. basgd on the consent of.both comm.wrlti�s or Northern
Ireland. ! � · · · · 

; · 

The ·�residen� and th� Vice. l?r�sident:- �xE1.ressed the ,·view that 
the twin-track proposa.l suppprl�d by the British and Irish 
GOvernments otters a basis, tor progress in!tb.e pea.cc prQcess and
f(lr i'!!.ddr-essing seriously tha: i5sue '.of deco�:5�ioninq of w•apons •.Thily exchanged views with: Mr. Trimble on h;.:s pi:-oposa.l for cU1 ·
ele�tQd assembly in Nort.h•rn rrel�qd.

; I •  

The fresicien-c disCU$.ed with Mr. Trim9le his planned visi.t 
to North.�·u Ireland on Noveraber 30 .: a:e underscored that he is 
looking torwar.d �o meeting' w1th'people fr01i\ both truditions and 
hearing their views on ho�-- �c a.c..�ie�e :11 la3ting peaee. 

. 
I· 

• I 

i
I 

'. 

! : I: 
'. 

i-
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