
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reference Code:  2021/50/272 
 

  
Creator(s):   Department of Foreign Affairs  

 
Accession Conditions: Open 

 
Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



281;_1.96 19:34 

LA?As.6J10 NA hEIREANN. LONDAIN 

! (I
IAl�H EMBASSY. LONDON 

28 November 1996

I'

I 

Jr Sean O hUiginn 
,:ond Secretary

J:.glo-Irish Division 
.Q 

I qear Secretary 
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17. GROSVENOR PLACE,
SWlX 7HR 

Telephone: 0171-235 2171 
Direct Line: 0171-201 2 

Fax: 0171-245 6961 

An Opposition view n the Prime Minister's statement 

Nigel Warner telephoned me this emoon to offer some views on the document, "british Government Policy on th Northern Ireland Talks". 
! ' W amer finds the document bett r than expected. He drew attention to the p�oposed agreed indicative timefr e for talks as an important new element and 

t9 other aspects of the statemen which tend to copperfasten existing British Gpvemment commitments . 
. ' V{amer identified the four tirets o page 3 - the entry scenario - as the core of the d<l>cument. 

I 
I Warner focussed on the second tir t, which uses the word "early'� with reference 

tol the proposed post-ceasefire me ting between the two Governments and Sinn Ft' - W amer observed that Sinn ein has asked on many occasions, including d · ng the past week, whether the ritish Government would have direct dealings w th them after a ceasefire. ' 
I Je third tiret calls for consultatio s involving "all the parties". Sinn Fein would �rrefore be involved. Insofar as ere were meaningful politics going on at that tnµe, as far as Warner is conceme "Sinn Fein would be in". 
I 
I 
' 
' 
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V/ amer argued that these two tir s taken in combination mean that the essentialPiolitical breakthrough for Sinn ein could follow very quickly on a ceasefire
apnouncement. How quickly w uld largely be a function of the terms of the 
apnouncement and the "explorat ry dialogue" provided for in the first tiret. 
�inally, Warner placed emphasis nthe use of the word "formally" in the last tiret.He sees this as implying that by at stage Sinn Fein would have already entered�e mainstream of Irish politics. 

I 

! 

I Warner feels that the British Gove ent will have some success with its domestic aµdience in arguing that it is ing a "British Government view" and not a 
"tonservative Party" view based on the arithmetic of the House ·of Commons. 
�e wider British public, by its v ry absence of reaction to recent media reports, 
endorses the search for an widerst ding with the Republican Movement. At the 
sbe time, the public expects a no e of special caution from the Government in the 

I • Wake of Manchester and Lisburn. 
I Oomment: Warner's judgement n this last matter reminded me strongly of thator the Lib Dem Lord Holme a eek or two ago when he suggested that forpPlitical reasons signals from the ritish Government to the IRA will necessarily br subtle, and over-arched, as it w re, by arguments of a more conventional kind. 

'7amer sought my view as �o a p ssible Labour Party reaction, emphasising that 
�hat Labour eventually says will of course be on its own responsibility. 
I !queried a suggested opening p agraph welcoming the British Government's"�penness". I encouraged a s ong reference to cooperation with the Irish
Qovemment. I urged a strong e basis on the commitment that has been given 
td Sinn Fein that they will en er the political process on the basis of anuhequivocal ceasefire and accep ce of the Mitchell principles. 

I 

I The statement issued, as approve by Mowlam and Blair, is annexed below. 
I 

Ylours sincerely 
' 

I 

' 

Philip McDonagh 
Counsellor 

I 

' 
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COMMENT· 
: SIIADOWNO 

M·M.41UoJUE MOWLAM 
lllEL.4.NDSECB.ETARY 

! Shadow Hortlaen b-eblld s.w�m1v Majorie Mowlam today calledi·11poa dae two··· 
1 gev..-.__. to_ bdd 11 ror illdmwe clialope- OHtaiud'. ia die 
' Govenuaat ltamlleat OD d today. I

: Spealilg m Wesn:ointt@r, Mo Mnoalta,rnl 

! "Lahaurcall for a �
J review of propeii by the two

· to these propo-15 u4 look1mwltd to the
Decembei 9th." 

I "We llope chc GovanmmtwiB · closely wall tbe Irish Oo� to build upon 
i this appommity fur inclmivc diaJo we Wlllt to see. 'i. . . '·. . . 
I • 

. : ·0o 1hc Ml of ID vacqvivooal IRA *sati�, the way is opal for Sam Fem to llllb a oaly
: cledamion of their c:omritoxm to the. prmciploa ad to play their mll plllt m the politics
· of Northern lrdwL As John Major inctiqted, die wks themselvM will lnak iOCAl fw
i Cbriama5 ad resamc againin.Junaty.

1 

-We Mkome the Govc:mmeut'1 � fer the approadl OP rJeoommiEO!rin1 'llllliDed ia dle
. Mirchdl report and their 0011n1.mnem t,G WOik 0011111'11Ctively to Jmplemaa•all � ottbat 
! nrpon. : 

: •we welcoJlle 1hcir offer- to bring fo+ propowa OD III qrecd .mdicmw umdiame for the
: ooadua oftho uegvtiaooDs. Wewoald a,.coarage tbepattioiplnts n the negotim:ms to adopt this 
I appro1dJ.. II I

I 
I 
I 

il!••ENDs••• 
I 

; ! 
: For further information contact N"igel Wame:r 0171 219 3572 / 5066 

I 

! I 

r? 
I . 
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