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. :. ._Talks proces& deeply flawed 
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-. · . ... ~:. -· . . - : , . s~~ Ch_airpenQ)l Mitchel McLaughlin commenting on the ~ 

.... :: · .··- -· ·· . . · .. ,.- : .· . .. -
. 

· of~~:~ ~ay said: · _ ·. · .:: · . 

~ .. : : 
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. . 'Tostea~· o~ -gen~g hope and renewing optimism.. the-Stoim.ont talb,liave 

· ~~ hope,~ undermined confidence even fmtber. The 1all<s process is d"eepty 

na~·.;md n,.osf:peoplt now accept that it is uu:apable of aa,ieving a ~ -

. ~.;,,t. . : . . . . . . . . > ~ 
.. 
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·'"Sal~pg--~ -opportunity for puce, whh:h Sinn-F& believes still ~ i is- a 

~ "!Y'hidt ,:es1:5 wgely with 1he British and Irish gc,MIIUlleDIS but p~ 

: ~~-Major and his a,Jleagu.es. . • • : 

. . . ·, . . . . . . 
- . 

1 ~~ -for,~ Pn:,greos and for .. credible tall<s process mast be the a~ by 

\~~ ~;~ of an equality ethos and an eqaa1ily led agenda. _ _ . 

--~,:1. _:•:' . . 
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. ~ th~pemz.-~ is to-:-be restored it will need a dear decisive po~~-.-~ 

. ~ -~--:'pmn,uy objective of which is a negotiated settlement. T!IM';;;.eam 

_ u,i:l~ec-_dlaiogw,,-with no preconditions and stractmed· within a realislfc time-

\ ' .f<a~ It .. ,neans th~ British ~t acti.vely seeking to build coidiir,.;...." 
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F.oi-fu ■-~--i~-mea .: 
-~~~t:h~l-996 

- :_'.'~ ~-:we·need. to .transform the cur.rent political climate-Adams 
.• ~--.-~:.· . 

s.-~-:F&i.~ent Gei-ry Adams spaking:on the eve of the recommencement of the tub· 
~~~.,,;d: . . . . .· •· . . ·. . .· ... •.. · 

·: .- -;" . ·. . . 

~b~~of~~hopeforpaat•thatwasausbedby~Brifishgovecninent's·abuse 

of-th~-·~c:e·proc:ess rests on the two goveucments, but partiail.ady on Mr. Major and:"·his 

~~::·· . . . . ::· 
. - . . . .-:: . . 
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'1tl~·.'oiie ~~es that the talks at Stomiont offer any prospect~£ an~~ sett!~~:_. :sut 
~e-~ -and desire for peace is as strong today as at ~y ~e in the .histoty of c:o.qflict on~~,·-~ .·. ' ·· · · •·• • 

.. . ·• : , 

if ·t~:~/~p~1~~ for a real~ ~~t peace is to be ~~e4 :if the hope w~:~~ 
exists.~~-be reawakm~ then ·w~ need to transform the cmrent political climate. That meam 
~~·~ ·g~ producing a trmspareitt and convincing talks procas, with eveiy~ 
hi~ rt'o-~obstacles placed in· the way of dialogue and a. reaJisable ·time.frame within which. 
1,eg~~~:;·,(~p~all4-agreement~dted. . . 

' . . .. ,. -- . 

-w~: ~~:~ ~ _expected. that the search for peace would be difficult. . We also lmew that 

·thmh;~~-rnistakesancifailmes a1ong tttewar. . . · << .. 
. . . ;.:) ·.~\~~ . ~ . ' . 

·.•. · - : . . 

'if~e-~er~· ~ of these should not paralyse the hope for real peace. We must leam from the 

1~ o~-~ past years .and redouble our efforts to put the· peace process bac:k on~ ~ght 
~ :iENDS . '$ 
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Sinn Ffiii :Ptesident Gerty Adams speaking in Belfast this mo~g urged "calm, 

·-~~~t~~ ~pline· at:this difficult fune... . · 
·. - . . 

I 
. Mr. Ad~ call_~ for the British government to ·follow an· "equality ethos and-·to

implement an equality led agenda to · create the conditio~ for a credible ·talks· 
. . . . ·~· ~; ·~ . -

' . ~c;.: . . .· - •, 
~-~~_ .. ,_ . ·.· • .. . . 

- •:· ':,. :,_ -.: _. .. •, .·.' 
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'11· the-p~~ process. is to be restored we need a clear decisive politial talks pro~·,..· 
. . . . . . . . . 

whose ~ <?bj~ is a negotiated settlement. That_ means inclusive dial~ · 

with: ~o .. .-p~nditions and. s~c:tured within a realistic tim~frame. .. . 
. - . . -· . ... :·. .:. - ' . . 

"Th~::~ :-months have be~n a difficult. time. We are still dealing with·_the . 

political #m.eciu~ of Drumaee. Those events have not yet~ resolvetl to -~~ 
~ ·. . ~ 

satisfaction: of the-nationalist people. The British government and the Unionis~ . 

?ll'fi~-~t expect a -"business as usual" approach to the cazrent· ~tuation. 

'1Jralri~; :_ and· the British government · ~v~in to the threats of 'the Unio~t . 

I~~hips,.~y-bigiilighted the inequaliti~ in this society. ;·_ .: . .. ,:: .. 
: . •· . - .:-: . . . . . 
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-Stjt"i~ policy .. in the talb -at Stormont reflects this inequality. What the situation 

d~d~-:~-:•ior the Bri&h·g~vemment · to.follow an equality ethos and impl~~t-· 

an ~ _led.agenda to ~ate the conditions {or a c:redibie talks process. ' . 
. . . ; : : _ .. -

~ , . : l . - . 

·. --:-~ :· ~:-_. ~ :; . 
"Thl'talks·-.process· i:ecommences on Monday. . Sinn F~in is excluded from this 

despite:~~ :cledor.ii. mandate.: · The reality~ of course, is that our exclusion and the 

tTa~ '-t,i~l1iter· in which the process has been structured by the-two govermn~, a~ 
weit~ ~e-.a~-~-f the. British govemment and of the Uni~ leaderships,: has 

ensui:ec(-.~ ttµs. is-not 'a peace process • 
. . -·::· · . .- •-: . 

~Ori the\ :tmtrazy .instead of generating hope and optimism the Stormont talks ~~e 
. .reduced hope and. andermined confidence further . 

. . -· .. -- - . . :. ·- . _: . . . ·. . . . 

~o-one,. ·not the politidans·participating in the talks; not the media covering .~ 

talks; not-1he public ·watching it, nor the two governments, have any confidence:in 

its ability: to .-mab any progress, never mind produce a negotiated settlement. ·.: On 
• . •• :-·: · . -- . . t . : • . 

the~~, many· :see ~ as· deeply divisive. · 

'"If the.:peace ~ is to be restored we need a clear decisive politic:al.tallcs pwcess 

whose:~ objedive is a negotiated _s~ement. That means inclusive diai~, 
with no· pt:e=conditions and struc:tured within a realistic time-frame. It also means 
~e-,~ -governrnent actively seeking to build confiden~ 

"Of. comse, each week brings its own controversies. This week it was the DUP MP 

Willie ~a at P~own.. His attendance was a disgrace and many people -~ 

righily outraged. . Many· will remember that it was the DUP .which establishea Ulst~ 
Res~~. and. i have not yet heard Mr. McCrea say that he has resigned from ~t 
o~tion. More importantly however, I have to ask what ~ the diff~nce 

. between Willie McCrea's conduct at Portadown and the conduct of David Trimble at 
... 

Drumaee.'." 

: . · .. 
,.·.. .. 



... .. '• 

Mr.-.A~ CJ"~entA!il on the con~~ surrounding an allegation that ~lie 
-~~~:in some· areas are boymtting busin~ owned by Orange Order m~ . . . 

.. inv~lvec( ~ -~~ ·IJmincree events. • 

... .. : : -.. 

Mr.·A<iams. said: .. ·• .. 

·: : . ·::.:·-~--.:_.:·· . 

'"Tli~-b~cott tac:ti.c has a lo~g and honourable tradition in Irish life. It is an ent:frely 
legitimate; peaceful and. democratic tactic. However, anyone organisi~g or 
partiapa#ng in~ boycott has to be very c:arefuL 

. . , 
"Sinii-_~~-:is opPosed to any boymtt campaign which is sectarian-based or is~ 
~a~.-~ -protestwt or. unionist~ It is undeistandable that c:atholk 
communities which suffered as a consequence of the ~ -intimidation tac:tics. of_. 
the ~J.iiomst. and ·~e leaderships around Drumc:ree, would decide not to ·give 
~-~ to busin~ owned or ran by members of the Orange Order id~~ 
as· playing. a :role ~ those events, until there is an agreement b~ _on the p~l~· 
of~~ _of ti:eatinent. 

'Tius. oor,c:ott is.me; like so many others, is a symptom of wider problems. Qeady~ i:t 
woui4, ~ -: pref~~~le if we could all sit down around the table and find.. ~ 
acco~~on ~hich puts all of these-matters behind us." 

"At this time we ai:e·still in a vezy volatile situation. I would appeal for people to· . 
,, - . remain-~ restrained ·and disciplined in the time ahead. This is particularly t;me 

for· thos'~ u:eas · like North Belfast, ~here loyalist groups and some unio~ 
politicians .have _been engaged in orchestrating a campaign of attacks against the 
nationalist community and in Dunloy on Sunday where there is an Orange parade.,. 
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