
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reference Code:  2021/106/25 
 

Creator(s):   Department of Justice  
 

Accession Conditions: Open 
 

 
Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



·--;;- - - - - - - -- - -- -- -- - �
-

N0.1:n 002 

2
6
1

□
9 

'96 1 s
9 01

7 t
9 2 86868 

SECURE-FX TRANSII ISSION 
!RISH EHBASSV 

--
>0035314757822 Pg. 02/03 
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26 Se
p
te mber ,

1996
. 

Mr. Sean O h
Ui

g
i

n n, 

Second Secretary,

Anglo•lrish Divi
s

i on. 

Departme nt of
Fo r eig n Affa irs ,

St. St ephen's 
Gr ee n,

DU BLIN 2. 

De ar Se c r e tary,

Con,.,ersation with David Trimble

17. GROSVENOR PLACE. 
SWtX 7MR 

Telephone; 01 71 •235 2171 

Direct line: 01 ?t-201 2 

l=ax: 0171-245 6961 

CCPITO: 
PST � l•
PSS V' 

MR .19HON 
. s. OON.0NMR. T .  DAl Tall

Th.is morning I visite
d 

the Briti
s

h Arm y
,s Staff College in Camberly to addres

s

middle ranking o
ffi cers o n  the Peace Process. A�cordin g to the organisers this

was the f
i
rs t  tim e  that th e s taff and command course had been addressed by an

official Ir
i

sh representative to explain the Irish Govemment,s approach to th
e

Northern confli
ct. I addre s s ed th e officers for about an hour and took questions

for anot
h

er hour or so. My c ontribu ti o n was p art of a three day modul e devote
d 

to Northern I
r
el

and. Othe r spe ake
r

s include the Secre tary of State for Northern 

Ireland, who is to spea k tom or ro w ,
Davi d Trimb

l
e who also spoke t his mornin

g 
and Ed d ie McG rad y who is speakin g this afternoon. Speakers take part in the

ir 
own sess

i
ons o

nly, so I di
d n ot have an op portunity to hear the UUP leader' s

a d
dre

s
s, n or 

h
e m

i

ne.

Offi
c

ers on the co urse to l
d me that Trimbl e 's sp eech was main ly devoted to a

history of t
he P

ro
te stan t presenc e in Northern Ireland and a defence of h

i
s 

actio ns at Drumcre
e. Most

sa id tha t it was mainly backward looking with little

evidence of a v

i
sion o

f th e  future of Northern Ireland or the leadership that they 

would
expec t  fro m  on e  of the mai

n 
pr otagonis ts in the talks.

Before I spoke an
d 

wh
il

e I was having coffee with the office rs, Trimble sought

me out
f
or a

few
m om en

t

s

befor e his retu rn to London. He was affable an
d 
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pleasant and teased me about my likely contribution • he had given the 
objective and accurate story as against the propaganda that I would be spouting 
- and the fact that the course was being run in the Alanbrooke HaJI - "a good
Unionist General from Northern Ireland".

He then turned to more serious matters. He said that he had read the joint paper 
setting out the scenario for the transition into substantive talks jn the c_ar on� 
way down and he was extremely disappointed at its contents which were totally 
unacceptable and ran counter to everything that he had been saying in the talks 
for the past fortnight He had made it clear that the establishment of a 
committee was not on. It was a device for delay and procrastination on the 
decommissioning issue. The Irish Government would use it to prevent real 
progress until Sinn Fein joined the talks, and when and if Sinn Fein did join, 
they would block progress using the consensus rule. He did not see it as a basis 
for agreement. 

I argued the case for the Governments' approach making the point that it was 
imperative,to move to the substantive phase of the negotiations and to make 
progress on the three strands. He retorted that decommissioning was 
substantive and that he would not agree to any approach that did not make clear 
what would be required of the IRA before Sinn Fein entered the talks. If more 
time were needed to work out an agreed approach to decommissioning then 
more time would have to be devoted to that issue. He would not be rushed into 
the three stranded negotiations. The issue was far too important for that. 

I asked (because I did not know) if the issue would be taken up on Monday. 
Trimble said that there was something to that effect in the Secretary of State's 
letter, but that he was not aware of any agreement to have a trilateral on 
Monday. He left, saying that he had not yet had an opportunity to discuss the 
paper with anyone in the Party and that he would be having consultations with 
his colleagues. I hoped, when he had an opportunity to study the proposals in 
more detail, that he would see the merits of the Governments, approach. 

Yours sincerely, 

--{/j]+ 
Ted Barrington 
Ambassador 
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