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NflR'DiERN-;lRELAND: - . }>i;[H,JAMF:NTAR\' STATEMENT BY nm :?RIME. MINISTER M:idam ·S�akfr; With yout pennissicn I will make a staterrient on the.\ ng 1 o · ! ri�lr Siinilnfr earlier tdday llnd its implkations for the vezccprnc:c:ss in• Not.tl�ni lrerand. 

The '/';1< •iseach and J met ill Downing Street tlJi� ofJ.emoo!l and a need
. - -a -...v,1y !'orw:-.rd:,' set out in our communique� copies· of which havelX',:11 pl,iced in Tl1e Library oft.lie House. Let me summarise the mainpoints of the· app;oach·.· _: -

. 
. •: . . .  . ·. ·=: 

Lnst, b,,th GciVel'hilicnt� crnidemn unreservedly the !RA abandonmen1"/ 1 !tc <:Caseffru <Ind suhsequent acts of tcrrori�m .and calJ for theimn,�diate and iuiequivOCal restoration of the ceasefire .. · · ·. . 

. . 
. . 

· S:'�·Omi .. 'we JiaV� Confirmed that the two Governments. will have u::M'nisH'riilrcJiiitogtie with Sinn Fein until the cea;;efire is restored.
T.f:ird, 1 am gJatFto �ciy tl1ai the Iri�h Govenuncnt .'.,:as now ,�ade clcP.rcki, wppon for HU �1ec1ive process that is hroadiy acceptable to thep;;:!H::� in_Nortticrn·-1re1an(t We and llic Irish Government '-Vi!!�.:rYtducr furthet intensive consultations with the ;;arties between n(n1r·;1n:1 :nid- rvf arch.: · After that. !11is Government �:Ei bring forw2:d forc; l'L\id<·ration- hy this House appropriate Iegisl�tio;J for the electivei'? nccss, and·· we wi-JI take other decisions necessarv for the :'�ace

·' 

. , 
procc�� to. iake:p.tacc. 

",.':mii. ,oth Governmems reaffirm :heir com:.nitmem to ali-P?.rty:�z.·:_'_'.�riacions with·a ·con1!,rehensive agenda. The.sc wiU·be con-l,�n�d'.°lj� ; o June. foHowing a broadly a�tat,fe elective process. Whett.er: : :-. '"C 1��gotlation.Ci wiiJ 1nc:iudc Sinn Fein wm de�cnd on whethe� !h�:-�,iscfirc has.- been- restored. 
J·::lii. ·-.vc have agreed that at the beginning of the negotiations. :nPrde: to build confidei1cc. all oarticinants. including -Sinn Fein if �)cc:e:·.asefire has·· been restored. �ill• need to make clear their totc1; and�-li'•;nlt1k commitment to the principles of democracy and _non-viol�ncc
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sc-: Olli in th<! t\1itcheH report and to address. ilJ.£.Q_at the begmut"l,g....:Qf 
:.:1l· !ll'g(,tia.t�9JJ.�, Sena.tor rv1itchel1's proposals o:� deco1ntnissionj_ng. 

�ll; 1 <bm1 Spet\kcr; 1 believe these agreements and cmnmhrnent� 
n�pn:sc-r1t a ha)anced approach to which ) hope all the partfo!; in 
:-lr-rthtni lrcland will he ahlc to subscribe. No-{�n� \Viti find in �her-(! 
; 1 l l they might ·have asked for. Equally, no�onc need fear that their
h?i.�::c interests and requirements are being overlooked. 

Th:: approach the Taniseach and I agreed 1nark:; out a clear rovte to 
,d!- p(iny negotiations. Vvr hclieve that this route is viable and direct. 
·:'JL;{ ls -...vhy we have set H firm date by which the negotiations wiH be
lau1che.d.

·r·r 1 nT is still detail to he filled in, and· sotne important issues :o h�
�ci'.kd. That i�_ the purpose of the intensive consu�tations due to start
ne�q wc�·k and Jasr until rnid-March. But we now have a framework
;n·1d c:; tin1escale to address and decide these matters. We are ready to
m(·e! an tht· parties· in· whatever format best suits t.hetn, but I repent
:h;-1 i!ttTL: can be no diak>guc between Minist�rs and Sjnn Fein ur,tH
! :w ce�isefirc . is ui1equivocally restored. That is the Irish 
C:cvcrmncnt's position as well. 

;')1e issues still. to be settled include: 
first. tJ1c nature of the electoral svst,�m to be used in the 
dective process. There are strong views for and agarr.st 
diffetem sv�ten1s. While the decision is for us. we !ntcnd 
first to cxpion· and test all the optiors in discussions '.-vith 
the parties before coming to our dec�sion on what seems 
1nost-broacily accentable. 

seconaiy. the narure anci roie of an eiected body tba'; v,.;; ll 
,.:on1e out of the eicctions. Again there are strongly held 
v1cws. although xnany believe such n body has a role to 
play as a foru1n for peace. 

and thirdly. format. structure and agenda of the 
negotiations themselves. 
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. - . . . :: :· ·: . .  : 

M ;td�nn Spcak<!r .: we havc· l;cc1i discussing t11est· issu,�s intensivei.y witli 
th�.' Northern 1reland parties and the Irish Gover::n1ent for some time 
t�< nv. 1 would'·have liked to have heen in a position· :to announce 
a.!:!rt·crncnt on :these isstH.�s and to have been able t�· publish deiailcd 
pn,po�ti Is today.-: There are, however. still gaps to he ·filled in. 

. . . ·-

If j .�tHiJ J.e it would he helpful I 1nay put forward to ·the parties, and 
r,c7·hap�: publish, .specific: written proposals durjng the consulta.tions. 
/\ i thi:- (•.rid of that pcricxt. the two Govern111e�1ts. will review the 
ou:C(lllW 

. \Vhethc-r or noi final ag.rccn1cnt ori all issues cc.n lJe·reached· during 
thi, pct,rrod� lct-"1nc make clear that at the end of it� Jhe· .GovernJncnt 
""ii! put forward: to this House· tegislative proposals 1 or· elections in 
Nt\rthfi n Ireland:· Deci�ions on the other outstanding arrangements 
\v1:1 al�" he announced. These decisions will be taken· ori d1e·basis of 
�1 i�;.Jgcmcnt of-what i� most likely to be broadly acceptable to the 
p;:: � ic:.:. and tc,-thc people of ·Northern Ireland. \Ve .have decided to 
:tc ! i11 !his way-, to 1nake clear· that the process cannot be .held up
fi.i.rther if in the end there is still lack of agreement. 

. . 

!'v1 ::da1n Sr,eaket. �·e ·art takin2 t"lese decisions· upon ourselves. 
. ... . 

t'Jrcthe-r \Vith the' Irish Goveri1ment where appropriate, bec·ause v-:e do 
lJ); belit:'ve that-the overwhelming desire of the people· of Norr.he::--n 
I r�· Lrnd for lasting: peace wlll brook further delay. We are ready to 
fulfil our rcs�tjbiiities.· . · 

T:: :' 1 c i-: one· other aspen of the communique J should ·hririg to the 
? t 1 .·rn icm of the . House. - the suggestion Lbat there could he 
:·:·"�:�·�;1ciums in Northern i1"Ciana and the Irish Re!;-ublic. These cou1d 
,-�· h·ld :m the san1e day as the proposed elec1inn in Northern Irciand. 
·:-:'.�· ;;in, wouid·· he 10 give the people of Nonheni Ireland the
· ,�nnrttmity:. to �ak clcariy about their own cmn�imtenr to peacef .. :L
�ie�nocratic·. methods. and rejection of violence.

"f''.,c Government· will consider with the panies whether· such c

:·t··:ercndum would he valuable· or not. There is clearly room f)r 
�:(•h�nc> ;ihom· ·what the· question ·or questions should. be in su.ch a 
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n.'f t·r<:n(1un1. But \vc will li�t.en to the view� of the partie� and 1n::ike 
0:J :· 1.nvn views clear at the end of the commitation period. 

M��anwliile. iet there be no doubt about three points: -
. . 

f'irst. that there is no place whatsoever for violence -or the t!�n:m 
;if" ·violence ·in the peace process or in the negotiati9ns. Those
who advocate violence or do not dissociate themselves clearJy 

, rr� 1 1n it�· use or threat hy others cannot expect others to go c;, 
sitting at the negotiating table with them. Senator: Mitchell's 
·Rqx,rt �ets out dea1; principles on de1nocrac.y and non-violence,
1nakcs clear the priority to be attached t.o the dec·ommissioning
pf jlJegal ·\veapoiis a·nd makes proposals on how this can be
t({r kled. · These issues, however difficult, ca1mot -be· d{xlged.
They w1JJ: he on the table at the beginning of negotiations. Jf {1
hcvmnes dear that any party is not committed to' these principles
;:rnl this approach, either at the beginning of negotiations or
\Uhseque.ntly � there will in our view be no p]ace for them at the

l ) 
. 

tct,) e. -• 

the second point is - that tl1ere has neY� been any justification for 
il'rroris111 and violenc.:t! in Northern Ireland. These proposals and 
ih• firn1 (;on1miunent to all�parr.y negotiations by a fixed date 
1-;n ;i reinove any 1ii1gering shred of obfuscation and ·pretence 
about this . 

. md thirdly. that tl1e hattle against terrorism i_s being· intensified. 
C i ,operation he1.wccn u5 and the Irish Government has 1:ever 
he�::1 hetter. \Ve wiil hunt down those responsible for bombing� 
:ind kilJjn!!� and maintain securitv at whatever level it needs ro -- . 

;--.(: ro protect the ::i1i1.cns of this country a;; they go about the:;· 
daiiv business. 

\1 .-;�;{mi Speaker. the peopie of this country and the Irish Republic 
· :,.-.-c made dearer :han ever before thei'r dernand for. an end :c)
·.-i(!i�ncc. That demand:must now be met and the people have the
:"!��ht to expect the violence to stop ior good.
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'f'l.'i· s�·,1rch for: pe3CC has' bcctl' much complicate,j by, the resumption 
nt rt:rro, isrn <>n :9. Februnry·. . But. the Gov;ernment said it. would not be 
dc�kcwc! froilf its·;cffc>rtsand we have not been. I a1n grateful fer the 
sF:iport ·we Jfavf received· in our' efforts from this House, across all 
!lw panics.: . We aiid the· lrish Government are. united in our
(.k<erminati01i to stan1p out terrorism and bring !astirig ·peace. VVith
!J1f 'iUpport · of this· House J believe we will succeed.·· 

- ·- . :- .. � : . 

B�!! i \V;1n1 thc iHbuse tha(the.road ahead may yet be' ionk: and Stoney:
Th: men o( violence �m not give _up lightly. Amcmg them are people 
w::c do not truly :viant peace as we understand J.t. As W� go though 
the pnwc��s leadiiig �o the negotiations and take the difficult decisions, 
·c<m�:,,n:s wrJJ :'h<fraised fron1 ·this or that side, this or that·interest. 
\V�;· will. of C(lUr�e. take. account of all views, but" we· will not 'be 
dl� flc<.:lt'd froin \111r central objective. Bec'ause the the�,' women and 
<:11:hJren of Oreaf Britain and Northern Ireland de1naod· ho less of us. 
! t :s l he ii·· Jives ·arid "their 111tu1·e·s that Iliust he our first c"oncern.

. . . .. . . . . .·-..... ;- . 

;\·1 :1(hnn . Spe�kt!{;_:· · 1 • t�>n.11ncrid to' the Hcmse dii.s' : approach to 
r:c�� ! lti;,1 ion� an�J nlt.i1nateJy to a lasting and comprehensive peace. 

. . · •, -. . . -. . . ·-. . 
. 
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