
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reference Code:  2021/98/9 
   

Creator(s):   Department of the Taoiseach  
 

Accession Conditions: Open 
 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



SECURE-FX TRANSMISSION 
23/12 '96 15:51 IRISH EMBASSY -->00 353 1 4757822 

/·' ., 411 ��I l (f) 
Pg. 02 

� - 111 

AM-AID NA hEIFIEANN. LONOAIN Le \-'�-J 17, GROSVENOR PLACE. 
SW1X 7HFI 

IRISH EMBASSY. LONDON 

20 December 1996 

Mr. Sean O hUiginn 
Second Secretary 
Alnglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

Dear Secretary, 

Telephone: 0171-235 2171 
Direct Line: 0171-201 2 

Fax: 0171-245 6961 

l ,·("\py TO: '-1�l .. , ... \ 
, .:sr --i. 
I ,... ' - I 1,, 

I � 
a ,. p TEAHON 
\ .. , s. DONLON

.iR. T. CALTON 

Mr. Blair's statement of polity on Northern Ireland, 13 December: 

In case it has not already reached the Deparuneni I attach a copy of Mr. Tony 
' 

Blair's statement of policy on Northern Ireland last Friday. 

I believe that to a considerable degree the statement reflects the approach which 
the Embassy has been promoting with the Labour Party. Mowlam's understanding 
of our position is already fairly clear. In this instance the role of Jonathan Powell, 
with whom as you know I discussed the speech in early December, was clearly 
also influential. 

In particular, it is reassuring that Mr. Blair has stated the following: 

"We will work on the basis of the agreements that have been reached in recent 
years - the three stranded approach, the Downing Street Declaration and the 
Framework Documents". 

Those wishing to move Labour policy in a more Unionist direction have of course 
focused their criticism on the Framework Documents. Mr. Trimble recently 
described Mowlam as the only significant British politician who still talks about 
the Frameworks. 

Other themes which the Embassy1 has emphasised and which are reflected in Mr. 
Blair's speech include the centrality of British-Irish co-operation, our analysis 
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based on the need to avoid domination of one tradition by the other ( as opposed 
toi an analysis based on the vindication of individual rights), and the two-way 

' I 

application of the principle of consent. 

Iri consultation with the DepartmJnt, but on a personal basis, I recommended to 
Powell that Mr. Blair makes clear his position on Harryville, avoiding in particular 
any specious linkage of that sitriation to the · marches issues in general. The 
relevant passage on page 7 of the speech is clearly intended to be helpful. 

' 
i 

Yours sincerely, 

Philip McDonagh 
Counsellor 
-
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E am dcligh11:d t.o bo in BoliiL,t taday lQd tn hav• die opportuaity to speak to the 
Ozoup of Sewm. Tim ia a parmcnhip �i-tt� wi parmenhip ia·• o w,,:y 
care ofwhmncw Labour etamia fcr.1 lbowdllt CICirp Qu1py amivthmhave 
� a Slat deal of work to brinsi this orpni■-ticm togethar and I wry much 
tupportthe pcclDiisbtp ballm boma•, trldeunimland economiccmlopmmt 
orpnisadom that you a trying to build. 

' 

' 

Taday I want taut out Labour'1 �h. to say to the people ofNortbern 
Ire!md what you cm GXJM-1 fmm a Labour gavemment both ou tbe pc,tce proci • 
and on the ecoaami� and socia1 iaua which affect your lives. 

Fint of all I wam to explain the bipartisan appraach we have ldopted m
Oppoaitkm. I beli.ve thc the Britilh Oov�m baa been serious about making 
rrarss •n Nmthmnlmand. Woddn& with the political pardea hen:, a with the 
Irish OovemoJa&t, ,t ii trying to map out a stable. enduring pacef\�l fiJture for 
Northern Ireland 

Mo Mowlam and I teak the view that it wu Labour's duty u .the offk:ial 
Opposition to snP}Alrl it in its e� Of� there bave bec:o tima wbc:a we 
have raiwi quaatiGDS, but let UI IIQ#wmbw that the gov,nvnmt have bee m
charp oftbfa pocma., nat the Oppmitiaa. aai I beiinw it bu .-i in.pcl aitb. 

I beli.n our sttitude hu been maime, respamible md rigbL It haa caabtecl tb 
gowmmmt to tab rub for pace. If there is acbatige of aoVllr!IIIIIDtaftea'tbe 
e1� � laok fmwwd to the w nsap,;msihle hq,uti.un appow:h 1mm a 
Camemltive opp,eid,m 

Let me tcpeat whit I aid at thil ,-r'a Lalmm' Party c-ouwcui.» about the 
llDpOll1llmle l pla. on Nmtbemlrelanci: 

Na imdl:r, widl tbilmliaa,, Jma••Glll't. cauktikJ -,duq odllr.tlmn !lle dm 
F'Qi duough d'itb1btiriahpv+nnA1tandtbaparti•iaNu1baanlnllaad. It
will be ev-, bit u nna:a a priarity tbr ma u 1'11' Jabil Major. 

111o peap1a of Notdwia .ll'aiand haw llll&rN a P"eat deal iD. rcrmt ••••· 
7'haueende ollmllhaw t.m !mt. tbaueade .- ,,__ .. bJ sriaf'or by 1mibla 
tnJlll'ia. A wbile &iiM■riaa Jiu puwu ap bi dlD • J m- of tb. ... A...., 

........ ,.. .... . -·-
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11i"1 ii the baia ii,rtbc}ftMIDt talkl'procell, 

Let :ne be clear about Labour's position with IOjlN to the taJkL 

It ii eas=tial that these dilCudiana Ulte place in m atmmpbcn of tNlt uMi 
c:mmd,::nce- commodities whidi are rm in Nm1hcm Itc1and. and 1vusCiwea fir 
"Wf aadlntaZldablete1SODS. The lepoy of viclm wl11 not cliappau OYlfflilbt. 
But i! a l1lffl peeceful futuR ia to be bwlt fer Narthem Ireland than tbOl8 who can 
belp to build 1Nlt and QOCiidence ha� a duty to do ao. 

I: want to see 1111. incluaive talb prac:ea. I want all parti• includmg Simi Pein ta 
ac. zeprcaoa:ted IDG tmm part 1\Jlly. But ifibe Ullo ate 10 suceeed, �-i)'UiiO ha G:,
tic fully eammittwl to the democratic proceaa and to pcacc:ftll metbada. 

No cme Call c::zpcct: ta UIC bomba DJ1d bullet& to mm acbers sit down with than. 
'tbatis wh,I sayto&DlA. ifyauw.attotalktlm)'aubm to siveupviolenc:e, 
aat jut for a wock m- a wwwtll bat fer p,d. 

Ifdlat happeas, thm u the Piima UipW,,, llid, ma-e ,a,Jll\d bo JID mm for undue
(Way ban Slim Fem came imD talkl. What nud1l:rl is tbat i,._. ii m 
uneqaiwcal cc:ue:firc blcbd 1ip by ediona whid1 lbow it ii prudne-

It remeina for Sim Fem to IC'/ and ta do whit is llt:eeUmY ta convince ua all tbat 
they have Ghosm die padl o!pwc wl damOCPCY far pod. 

Let me j111t em,ii, •• • When 1bl IRA c:eallli!,._ wu called cxi1ywly, we all 
=ot1hil u thm evilim tbat dne waa anal daiza an mo ,-rtofllmD PliD to 
put cbe pllt Wrinci it. Wbllllit rvird. � � ,.Uaotjusi_...ctinay
lt � timdlhr .dlJI cblia abaattbe dellre tar pare All daDWll),· drcuab dlil 
proc:111 pa,ple uk lbia qUlll1ian: is� ill tbe � plGCW. taem in 
aa atlllnrisc uainkaa aM oaatlic:t; ar i, it a pmrinc __.,lit.a u:w way 
to.want? lfit ia tbe lana'., cblm da dDar i- c,pea;= Bot onlJ' ifit latba Jlllllr. 

nm &Dt tbat ttm klyaHlll peamiJituta mw meirmnod thmk oee► n•• • IHIIL 
Vibe lawWlhawDrmJ awauntmiaftd bJ .. �Dua .,,...,,, politics 
hu adlJty to rwil CNtto thOl8 who pnninaiy lhUll '¥iOltlP ancl I im pa tbat
palitloillll Nd.la:fiq tlllir VICWpuiB are 1ndJJdnl lD U. iala. 
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It!it not for a Labaur Gowrmmmt ta dictate whit the ilDal autGoml 1boolcl 1,o. 
Thathu b:ai part afthe_chlnp in all our •tilnM, 'Im, pudcq-i•ll haw.
ta workmwmil m •El151Dem whim dlllla witb.ralanma 'Nithm Nm1bem Inlmui. 
t'l!lia!icms betwem uarth mcl IOuth and relations betwrm the a.pub& of'Iroiancl 
and the Umted. KJntdam. Im that they will have oar llJPpm. 

Sc fir pio•eu ha beca difficult ami slow. Apemeat is not euy to rem= wha 
clivilianl nm deep tmt 1 hope dxn cam be 11111 evidence of mcft«idl1"' dcYelopea 
in the mond1I ahead. The elec=on of c;ourH Greates uncertaintY but I say to me 
participants in the proc=11 lhlt ifwe � elegtaci we will do ISY'llfytbing we can to 
carry thia ptuceo on amt. to help the talks succacd. 

J,e;o,mic pm1: er 

The lep:y ofiec:eai Jo _..hu natjuat bocnappalling daadtandde t:udiClll but 
al,o hiah unca,pJ� tmd poor oppo�•· Mo Mawlam hasriahtlY JDlld& 
a pricrity of ad&i!11rng those iJaues in her time a Shlrmr Nortsm he1ad 
SectetltY. Ami I know she sharel my firm view 1hat a laltml paa, bllll ID be 
underpinned by• JWlt aacillty, by saearmr ot,et"ffll � 1'1GQualability tmm public 
instf.tlrtinDI mci a m0N p,Niipc&OUS ccanomy. 

The pmnn■l ta marmalll• 

lust look Ill thb bawftta that c:ama 1D the 8D4DMIY wia - IRA J IF t ft"- WU in 
pla=. 

During ttua ns1d!a. mam»&c;tllrillg oUlplltand � inc:nuad twiw a 
ffllt • m .BtttauL 

N«them belamll wa tbD famth. maa ilialdw nsp:m in me � to wwd

invnmrt. 

Ami IIOdcm •�eat cm 1J:noltfNW1froat. 

AIMi ,. u b9 cJar. Izelami baa nal eo,acmic; mcngtba: 

A dadicet-d wwkficw. 

Pg. 08 
P.86 
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Barptic and inmmttive bm•mn, people. 

A trad.itioc1 of icdultrial amUm and umovaticm in fields II dmns u food 
PIM 111in1, aarolpaGC. elcc,IIODi'4 and ce,mp-ar softwlre. 

But in spiic oftb.ala ltnmgW a gr'Nt do&l remmn1 to &e dam ta realile NarCbrm 
Ireland's true pgtmtial. Unemployment is still the highest in the· UX and 
edumion and tninmg ltlUdanil still i=d to be niwi. 

The old da.ys wnm the left wauld try io succcm by rm1raliaod pt.mring are over. 
ADCi the 1980. lhowed in the starblt terms the limits of lsiJIIC'2 faire. What ia 
nadecl hi the 19901 is a l1CW panmnhip of public and private aectars 'll'orking 
mgetba for the oammoa aood. 

Fint of all "we m=t a ltablo law inflatlmwy SOQQIDJ. The oyolo of boom and 
7iiltwe have cxpc"CDoed in recent ,-a i, deeply d•maging Ou,w, i•••• Jiu a 
rapamibility to comrol spending. t.a cmamnp low intwwt ma. and c:rat. • 
hea1tby ll!Hm• for ih....aw.nt. We baw pl1r.ed thlf commttn,em • thahmrt of 
oar tt.emmmc 11,inktng, 

0ovamuent Dnlll alaa mffe 1D iDlpRJft eGUQdanal ..... fir""'Y GbiJd. 
1be hnpartm:c of tdualdaa caDDDt 1,e oveattewciin todays wadd.,: BdDc:aua 
will be 1be p,11icm of my p,eommt A good �;ation ia the vr::r, MIit lllllt we 
can gm ea my cbikl 

And a tlmble and edapmblc w'11iii£ceo i, eaearill in 1111 modem 0001-HIIQ'. 'Ibat 
doa not w a labour mwdr;lr widlam rules• Qll1' mrnmitmeall oa tbt mhrimwn 
wap, tbe Social Cbeptrr md. mtnimam .aandanil .. c:lw. And,,... mlld cm;ure 
tblnbnapluefardiKriminaticmllld..-mtvnatmykindmtmtNtia.._ 
But in p1w afthe oJcl divida Um beld u blckamllCIC wmker IPffl!" ...... 
� now aood actiw eo-opwaaaa Nlwem wmma tml �napnto Die &ml 
men eom1 edttwL 

One af oar early pledpe ii CD pC 250,000 ,-J11 peapla d .... ml:imo 
wak,.plidfbrb:, • wimlftll hs,yoatlll prMdaN utiJiti11 I beUllwdla& wiD be 
plll'dllllab' -= UiM ha Uk Nanba:r l:miend .... yaal:l·UDN• , • .,.. ,t la IO 
lqb. 

A l.uwk guwwwlliDillt will alla ..,ivnac .,,,.,nue cr,11 llw w aHpJlatiaa. 
n:.. ia au ream wily mw �• 11 11 le ea apa::tioll ..,.14 ii.,.,-, llllt of 

---·-·-. �---
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. 

The fiat time 1 caa to Nartt.D Imland II LabaurLudnrwat twv ,_, ..,�

aftet the oeJling £>f thlt ceaofira. The joy on the ,troota wu t111111olc� the fitlt

J'ISC'till Chriltmll far 2S yem wu OD eftrYODe', mind. 

T1um lut year PrmideDt Clinton brallght th0umHia anto the 1t&Clltl . in. m

atmmph«= of celebration. 

I want that feelicg ta gome back to Northern Ireland. 1D4 this time, I•wan:tit to

stay. 

Everyone bu 11-- ibillty to reaolvc tbil·�d.

Fint md futlillJalt. .,_ who UIO the bozdb 1114 the b\1Ud llllllt Pltimn up and

give them up for good. Then we nmat all work tgadherto mab pe&GO last. 

Today 1 mau a ploip 1D um people ofNorthsm Irdmd. ALaballravvemment

wilt be a dclwmiucci chamPiol1 of a peacet\11, jUlt aod �· aoc:icty in

Northam Irelacllll1lW11will warkwitb you to mama--� 

ItVlillnotbeeal)'. Batanyaeemt,peenm,ntsbnaJ4bawtbal•itlilim. Itwill

bo--. md we will i,mwa it_with all oar misht-

Bnd.s 
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