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From C Wrafter, London 
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. . 

Follows "Background Notes" prepared by the NIO press. office'whiqh e and 
on the contents·ofthe Queen's Speech. 

(14 pages in all) 
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BAGKQRQJJND NOTE 

BECONCU JATTQN AND POLITICAL SBTIJ,EMSNT 

"In NOl'tbed Inland uq Gove•uueut will seek �n 

polldcal dlement .wldell bas broad � wo.kmc .ha 

operatien wUk tbe Irish ioftl'DIDellt." 

I 

The Governmmt will strive in: ·achieve a politicaJ sealemeDt m Ni.,..._,rn 

lreland through tbe multi party talk& which are due to resume· m ·Belfast 

June 1997. 

The Govemmcm will p�. • ran&e of inltlati� designed so

coafkElx:e and recoaciliation throughout the communitY, · .. CQQlnDIJ• lllM

broad support for a polldcal �-

A teUlcment wcukl need to be bued on coment tluougheet 'die coumw� 

The Government has roit&ucd its suppOrt for the principle· of: coe• ro 

r.baJ>&es in. Nonbem .Irc1and"s comdtDdonal status; Northem · Ireland 
' 

not cca&e to ·be part of the United Kingdom without the dear and f(,n:aal

consent of me majority of the people who live there. 
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, _

The Oovenuneot will malnbrin c\oS8 ro-operatioll willl � lrilih �

in seeking agreement on re\arlODSlUPS bCtWCell Lolldon mi Dublin and wi. 'ithlb.

the island of Iteland. Tbc Govermnent is cotllDlitted to tbo f\Dl,o-,llmJI

Aart.C1IICfll (pllblisbed i,y HMSO, 15 Navembcr 1985, Cmlll1 No 9690),

Joint l)eclaratioo (published 15 December 1900)

noom,ents (plll>Usbed 22 February 19')5).

Press Offlco 
Northern Ireland Office
11 MilJhanlC 
Lorvton SWlP 4QB
Tel: 0171210 6473 

14 May 1997 
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• I

BACKOR.OUNQ NOTE 

C01JNIER TERRORISM LP;.O!SJAIJON 

"My �enuaent will work to build trust aad eon&i...,.:1n

terrorism. tf

The Northern ltelaDd (Bmetgency Provisions) Aa. 1996 expires on 24 Aag

1998. As there can be DO questioll of leavin& the .witY forces�

means to � ronorirm, ita replacemfll)t in SCliaa· bai ·

priority. 

The Bill which will be brought forward would rep�. �:;(w"

amemlmc,nt!) or re-emd in part the cuncnt Aa and make, pn:wdian 1br

plCICfVatiOa of peace ad tbe nvrimelWICO of order in. N� · lldlllDI.

mldng imo aw>UDl the pRIYBilinc securitY situation.
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: ftnal c:menrs of the Bill will depend on decisiou to · be taken in 

ajnDcticm wi1h the Home Office in relation to the whole range of anti

errorisa. logislation. 

·Oflke.
· �Office

�' 

' :. SW1P4QE 
e : ·0171 ZlO 6473

4 May .19'J7 

�O ·Bd 6�6�8l�l£�£00<·-
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BACKQRQYND NQTE 

" Ja ·station to -..L.
- --'� _......, " ·,. a!I'� � tClllilllll over ...... �··· 

P.6

.GoYmuiitmt is committed to the �ns of the North �rt. 

it 'comiders to have been a "-led
.. 

careful and eYeB-BaDded 

�tSSDlelt_ .of the parades ium. (The North Report: lndef>endent Review of 

Paraclll .. aid Marchesi, published by HMSO, 30 January 1997, ISBN O 3'n 

' ' 

· .Govemiooot: will bring forwanl legislation to implement in full the

reccmmiaidi .. Ill• ons. of the North Report. The Bill would esm.bllsh the Parades 

,,oi0■i-1aJ-:as a body corporate. Th£ Cnmmiwnn waud take� from the· 

�- Ubtm: Comtat,wuy (RUC) the �ility for making decisions on 

ODteDd parades. Thu Parades CommilsiCll'i cunent role is limited to 

• · · 
• .aod education.

hc:.BiB � allow the Parades Commission to me into accowit the wider 

lef!D·:a -of,... tm imm-MfflfflDftJ � instad '1f concemrating solely 

. a., for public order. 

90 'Bd 6�6�8l�J£�£00<--
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· -

Bill would provide a code of conduct .regulating the concluct of marchers 

procescen and create a new o� of tncttc:mcllt to defy the 

mmiPion!� ruling. The Commiasion would come io its decisions following 

·Cbief·Comttble of the R.UC would bAve the right to refer P:lrades

GoJmmi!$km. .decisions to the Secretary of State for Northern Ire!Wi and the 

...-·-··�.also retain a power to impose cond.idom on a parade if a public 

dt:f• sm>aaon made it impossU,le to enforce a Parades Commission ruling. 

90ffice. 
OlthemJtdand Office 
1 .Millbank

ndoD SW.1P 4QB 
el: 0171 210 6473 

4 ta,y 1997 
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" •. ,..,.smes to protect buman ri&bJ;s.. .. _., 

Govemment IA committed to fncorporati.og the :RuroPeln Convention on 

Human· .JUgbts (P.CHR) imo UK law. 

� -()ffice will be the lead Depanmwt for the legilluion au 
,, ' �-of the BCHR, but the 06vernment will also be COllS� a. . . 

of · __ .·. a relating spcdfically to Northern Iretand. The ccmsultation 

Bringing Riaiu, Home (publ.ished by Jack Straw MP and Paul Boateng 

, Dsember 1996) up)aiN the Government'$ COUWJitmcr4 to lbe ECHR 

in more detail:. It makes the followmg points c..-'lrlfl y about Notthem 

I.relal�

· · · • iacotporation of the Pnm will be a valUable srep in ptoCeceing

bi.lie human rights;

80 '8d 6�6�8l�J£�£00<--
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rhere is a need to develop specific riihts pr� ro deal

the unique problema of the divided C0IJlJnluuty Dl'll .
Ir��and 

there must ho d1scusaom with the Irish Gover� to provi
� to both unkmi• and Dationalisu that civil, .......... ·-- �

. 

and religious rights: will bo protected at present aad in·the·

The protection of bumai, righl:s is a matter that is likely to be considered 

the NordJern heland political talb as part of a political settlcmeu. 

.PreasOffice 
Northern Itelud Of'tico
11 Millbank 
Lendon SWlP 4QB 
Tel; 0171 210 6473 

14May 1997 
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BACKGROUND NOTE 

ECONOMIC ANP SQCJAL 

"To combat diaa1m!nadon in tbe workplace" 

The Govezmnent is ftllly � to equality of q,portlmity aad 

elimination o1 all forms of dmcrlmination in employmt. The 

employnaent J�slat.km, whlda is the strongest anti� .. Je.· IWlltlQll 

in Europe, ensuies equality of opportl.mity in job sdection w.J)I· t:om0t101J. 

alld folJowina the implo,mi= F,quality Rmow beicg concfacacd by 

Standina Advisory O)mmi:,Aion on Human Rigma. Which ia � to �• 

shortly, the Govmtnw:m will consider wbcstber my ftutber � -· .. � 

may be 29Propriate. 

A O:mmission for Rcia1 P.qiality, under the terms of tbc. ·De-W 

Relatiom Order, wi1 shortly be estanlisbed in Northam Ireland .. 

Ptc,s()ffloe 

Northern Ireland Office 
11 Millbank 
London SWlP 4QB 
Tel: 0171 210 6473 

l4May 1997 

[4-MAY-97 WED l4: 16 
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BACXGRQIIND NQIE 

PQUCINO &EFQRM 

"To IDcrew c:owfldeace In P«)lidnaw 

The Govemment is cnmroiued to maintaining and �. •It» hi 

standards of serviee delivered by the Royal Ulster CoJlitab>Jary (RUC). 

further increase oonfidcnce the Government is unde.rtakffl& a �

reform. 

We aim co cmurc tho poliQe service in Northern Inshmd k a tenice 

everyone. is n,preseotative of the people and Ct\JXQDaods their respect 

confidence, and is accountable through l strong Police Audlority, · . 

This is an. impoirant and sensitive issJe; progre.,a must be nwle.. 

We will move forwud with reform on the police oomplahu·n 'llllll11J 

impiemenriq the l'CMIDIIJC"'Matioos of the iadependent report 'b-j Dr Matin 

Hayes (A Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland?, pUblisbed.by lIMSO, 

Iamwy 1997� ISBN No O 337 03077 4),. and on the police structural i1Snes 

! 4-MA Y -9 7 WED l 4: l 7
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which \\"e oufflned ln our 1996 COUIUltatioo paper (Foondauoalfor P-8lic'

While Paper, p1blished by HMSO, May 1996, Cmnd 3249). 

Tbcso will be first S1eplt. We are considering omers sucb as reform 

Community Polk'.e Liaison Committee.1. and of r.he composidoa and - meth 

oi appoi!CJem to tha Police Authorlt1. 

Pres&Office 

Northern Ireland Office 
11 Millbaok 
London SWlP 4QE 
Tel: 0171 210 6473 

14May 1997 
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BACXGROUN'p NQTB

ECONOMIC AND SoCI&

The Governmenc will contimie to awe a high priority to �

�y and will oondnue to pursue its economic develq■1• itnlte&Y
Northern Ireland. lbJs aims to � 1he higher levels· of eeolki · am: :ro
that are n«-ary to cmt.e and su•ain long-term emplo� The �
the approach ia tn help moM Nonbern Ireland
imemadonal levels of competitivenes, • 

. The IndustrJaJ Devek,pmeri Board {IDB), the LocaJ Enterprise :IM��
Unit (LBDU) and the� hsearch and Tcclmology Unit·{IRTU)
9lodc towmda this aim by helpioe companies that have the � to:
to impnn•e their pcrfonoanoo in. area, sueh as quality. de./ .. Jll· 1114\!'IIIOII.
productivity, rn:,m1emem expertise and CDtreprcncuris1 flair. IDB will al
coodrme with its dfmta to attract in� invcatwew: i)rojecu- 'to Norai-.
lre!m:1. The T.t'flmmg and EmpjoYIDalt .Agcnr.y {T&P.A) · will.· w�

increase the uills. of me_ N� Ireland workforce throog!l·.a·'ra.,
pr� w will pc.y partiwlar attmmon to the prohJcms: faccdi�

. 
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long-rerrn unemployed. The Northan Ireland Tourist Doud> a«rB)
contiwft its effi>rts to UlCIWe the contribution made by· tGIJl ism. to
devel0pmcm of tbc economy. All ot the. COOnom.ic de-\fclopmeai �
aeelc to spread the benc1its of growth widely through. their � to
TargeOIJI Social Need., iuhiati"Ye.

Preas Office 
Northern Ireland Of&e
11 MUibant 
Loodon SW1P4QB 
Tel; 0171 210 6473 

-

14 May 1997 
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