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Statement by the Taoiseach, Mr. John Bruton 

I welcome Prime Minister Tony Blair's reiteration of the central importance of 

the principle of consent, and his commitment to pursue a settlement which can 

command the support of both nationalists and unionists. 

As he said, the settlement train is leaving, and we want everyone on the train. 

But, as the Prime Minister said and I agree, the train is leaving anyway. 

The Irish Government's policy of contact with Sinn Fein is that there will be no 

routine contact, but that a meeting may be organised with officials to discuss 

matters that might lead to an imminent ceasefire. 

We are looking for a whole-hearted renunciation of force, and of threats of 

force. Only then can we have a fair political settlement, one that lasts because 

it is based on the will and the consent of the people. 

ENDS 
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