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THE PR.Tu1E MlN1STER 

10 DOWNING STREET 
LONDON SWlA 2AA 

10 April 1998 

I understand your problem with paragraph 25 of Strand 1 is that it requires 

decisions on those who should be excluded or removed from office in the Northern 

Ireland Executive to be taken on a cross-community basis. 

This letter is to let you know that U: during the course of the first six months 

of the shadow Assembly or the Assembly itself, these provisions have been shown 

to be ineffective, we will support changes to these provisions to enable them to be 

made properly effective in preventing such people from holding office. 

Furthermore, I conrrrm that in our view the effect of the decommissioning 

section of the agreement, with decommissioning schemes coming into effect in 

June. is that the process.of decommissioning should begin straight away. 

TI1e Right Honourable David Trimble N1P 
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