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/ t May, 1998

President Nelson R Mandela 

Republic of South Africa 

Dear President 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

Thank you for your recent message. I very much appreciate your kind words and good 

wishes and those of Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. 

I believe that the Agreement which my Government, the British Government and the other 

parties involved in the multi-party negotiations concluded on Good Friday is indeed truly 

historic. 

Without the commitment of all the participating parties, the support of the international 

community and the strong voice of ordinary people in the communities - making clear their 

desire for peace and a balanced agreement, fair to all - this Agreement would not have been 

possible. We must now concentrate our efforts on securing the maximum support for the 

agreement and, assuming the positive outcome which we hope to see in the referendums, 

North and South, on ensuring its successful implementation. 

The knowledge - throughout the process - that both I and my Government had the good will 
and support of so many people - particularly those of influence such as yourself - has been a 

great source of encouragement in our efforts to bring about the momentous achievement 

which this Agreement represents. In particular, your own personal interest in the peace 

process and your very practical constructive and helpful input to .the talks participants was 

extremely valuable and let me assure you, very much appreciated. 

You�0R) 

Taoiseach 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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May, 1998. 

H.E. Mr. Pierre Dietrichsen, 

Ambassador, 

South African Embassy, 

Alexander House, 

Earlsfort Terrace, 

Dublin 2. 

Dear Ambassador, 

The Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahem, T.D., has asked me to forward his message, attached 

herewith, to you, for forward transmission to President Nelson Mandela. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private Secretary 

to the Taoiseach. 
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April, 199�-----------------
---------... 

President Nelson R Mandela 'G) 
C PLL(V,y\_ yh- �� :nfA 

�� V\� s.. �. � 
Dear President Mandela, 

� f � "h.1.J. +- ji\ 4-
Thank you for your recent message. I very much appreciate your kind words and good 
wishes and those of Deputy president Thabo Mbeki. 

I believe that the Agreement which my Government, the British Government and the other 
parties involved in the multi-party negotiations concluded on Good Friday is indeed truly 
historic. 

Without the commitment of all of the participating parties, the support of the international 
community and the strong voice of ordinary people in the communities - making clear their 
desire for peace and a balanced agreement, fair to all - this Agreement would not have been 
possible. We must now concentrate our efforts on securing the maximum support for the 
agreement and, assuming the positive outcome which we hope to see in the referendums, 
North and South, on ensuring its successful implementation. 

The knowledge - throughout the process - that both I and my Government had the goodwill 
and support of so mahy people - particularly those of influence such as yourself - has been a 
great source of encouragement in our efforts to bring about the momentous achievement 
which this Agreement represents. In particular, your own personal interest in the peace 
process and your very practical constructive and helpful input to the talks participants was 
extremely valuable and, let me assure you, very much appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Taoiseach 
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PAGES: . 5 (including covu sheet)

b . 1,. ? 
' Jf there are any problems with transmission please call me at / I

c; f (01) 408 21 20 '-r' 

16-APR-98 THU 14:13 4 754505 P. I .
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TO: DUTY omCER 
DEPAilTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
IVEAGH HOUSE 

).o. "1·J.. T-: ,._., ... � 
)D. j��- t;,�.

FROM'. PIFJ\RE DlETRIOISEN 
SOU'Ilf AfJUCAN AMBASSADOR, DUBLIN 
RESIDENCE TEL/FAX NO. 269.1019

DATE: 10 APIUL 1998 

� .. ,..,,.,,. 

MESSAGE OF CONGRA TIJLA TI ONS FROM SOUTH AfRJCA 

I . I send herewith the statement by President Nelson Mandela this afternoon in reaction to 
the historic agreement on Northern Ireland. 

-1 ll,lave htd a telephone.�11 from� Deputy President. Mr Thabo Mbeki who is in Beijing 
at present 'Wida the request that the contents of the statement be brought to chc attention of the 
Taoisach with the specific message of congratulations from Deputy President Mbeki as well. 
Deputy Praidedt Mbelq also sends his eondolences with the sad pas.sing away of the TaoiseKh's 
mother and aiwn the difficult ciram,a11nces, wishes to commend the Taoisuch especially for 
his key role in Bclfut this week. 

l. l wwlcl be l)Tilt9fuJ if you tOU1d assiss to have Che'messaae ,onveyed io an appropriaie
member of'Mf.,\hem's Jtaff.to c:nsure..che transmission of the sentiments. PIOWsc kindly alscr�ring
the contenta 9f the mossaae to the ani,j�on/infonnation ofMinitftr And�. J wprccoate Y� 
wiatUKle. 

4. PltlH do not hcsiiate to contact me if necesnry or to confirm transmission

·------·

.. 

16-APR-98 THU 14: 13
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MEDIA S'rATEMENT ON 'DIE AGREEMENT .REACHED...KEGARDING 
THE NOKTBERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS ON 10 APRIL 1998 

On behalf of the Government and the people of South Africa, I would like to 
express our congratulations on the agreement reached to all the negotiators and 
leaders involved in the Northern Ireland Peace Process .. I am· delighted that this 
agreement will bring the opportunity for peace and prosperity to - the : people of
Northern Ireland. · .

· · ·· · 

I would also like to encourage . all parties to work towards the successful 
implemeotadon of the details of the agreement. This is one of the most significant 
milestones in the history of Northern· Ireland. I commend the leadership of the 
people of Nonhem Ireland as well as the Prime Ministers of ·1reland and the 
United Kingdom for their bold and unstinting effons to bring peace and stability· 
to the area. Their leadership will continue to be of crucial importance in the 
weeks and months ahead. This historic breakthrough has once again demonstrated 
the value of negotiation and consultation rather than confrontation and upheaval. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the people of Northern Ireland. 

NRMANDELA 
PRESIDENT OF TIIE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Issued on behalf of the Office of the President by the Departm�nt of Foreign 
Affairs 
Pretoria· 

. 10 April 1998 

, . 

. . 

I 6-APR-98 THU I 4: 14 
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TO: 

FAX 

Mll GERRY ADAMS 
PRESIDENT, SINN FEIN 

. FROM: PIERRE DlETRICHSEN 
SOUTII AFRICAN AMBASSADOR. DUBUN 

DATE: 10.APJUL 1998 

MESSAGE Of CONGRA TIJLATlONS 

I. Deputy-President Thebo Mbeki who is in Beijing at present has asked me to convey to you
personally his and South Afne&Jl government congratulation, on the agreement rea�hed in Belfast
and on your role in the process.

2 1 alao attach a copy oft� �tatement issued by President Mandela. 

With best wishes. also for Easter and my personal congratulations. 

Yours sincerely 

16-APR-98 THU 14: 14 4754505 
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:MEDIA STATEMENT ON THE AGREEMENT REACHED UGARDING 
THE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS ON 10 APRIL 1998 

On behalf of the Oovemment and the people of.South Africa. I would like to 
express our congratulations on the agreement reached to all the negotiators and· 
leaders involvod in the Nonhem Ireland Peace Process. • I am ;del�ghted that dlis 
agreement will bring the opportunity for peace and pJo.s�rity to ·the people of 
Nonhem Ireland. 

I would alao· like to encourage -all parties to work towards the successful· 
implemenlation of the details of the agreement. This is one of the most signifi� 
milestones ill the history of Northern Ireland. I commend the leadership of the 
people of Nonhem Ireland as well as the Prime Ministers of Ireland and the. 
United JCmadom for their bold ml unstinting efforts to bring peace and stability 
to tbo area,. Their leadership will continue to be of crucial imponance in the 
weeks and months ahead. This historic breakthrough has once again demonstrated 
the value of negotiation and consultation rather than confrontation and upheaval. 
Our thougbta and prayers are with the people of Northern Ireland. 

NRMANDBLA 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Issued on bebalf of the Office of the President by the Departmc:nt of Foreign 
Affairs 
Pretnria 
10 April 1998 

.. 
. 
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