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To: HQ From: 
For: Secretary Gallllghtr From. 

Subj; Statement about British ttmlation 

l. We bave h anded over the text of our Government's staterne1ll 1,, the Brit1:;h <;1de

There: �,ll be- no Bntish Government statement as such Howev-.:r. thr \ccr��.:i.:;. of 

State will ma�e a number of points in the course of a tour of T \ :,LUJ1v::- lat�r this 

afternoon._ 

3 Welcoming the steps annowiced by our Govenunent, she will present these as 

essentially importing into Irish law a nwnbcr of measures which already exist under 

British emergency legislation. The British Oovcmment, however. will l;e looking at 

I' (I 
further ways of strengthening its own legislation, in particular ways in whi�h

individuals may be more easily prosecuted for membership of proscribed 

organ1sat1ons lt will be addressing this as a matter of urgency 

4 A draf-t press release for issue by the Secretary of State is attached. In add1uon, draft 

questiotVanswcr m.iterial i� to be copied to us shortly. 

'f 
The British Gcwemment do not intend to recall Parliament to make the necessary

l�gtslanve ch:inges Parliamentary procedures at Westminster would in any event

make rn1s a more time-consuming process thM in our own case. Should there be 

criuc1sm ot the British Government for not recalling Parliament, tl1e Secretary of State 

ts likely to rely on the a.rgumcnt that the current emergency l�g1slat1on 1:; already very 

extensive and contain, the measures now to be introduced anlo lri::.h law 
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.MO MOWLAM WELCOMES TRISH CRACKDOWN ON TERRORISM: 
GOVERNMENT LOOKING ACTIVELY AT TIGHTENING nF L.4W ON 
1YEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST ORGANISATIONS 

The Secretary of Stat{l for Northern Ireland. Dr Marjorie MowlAm MP. today welcomed 

dec15lons by the Insh Government to strertgthen their anti-terron�t law.-,, anrt Mtrt that 

the Gov<:;rnment 15 cons1denng steps to make it eaRier to conv1,:t terronl"ts for 

membership of a pro'3crtlied organisation. 

In a �tatemenc t-1day. Dr Mowlam said: 

"After Saturday-� Rpp>illi11[_'. atroctty in Omagh, we m\l&t. be sure that evr.:·ych.tn:l tH1-,-:-1blr:".

1s being done. not only L11 hnn& tho�e responsible to book, but tu prl�Yr>nr -�'JC"h n,;,,ful 

events happening again 

�Ou2 

! warmly welcomP- th€ �tepA the Irish Cabinet decided to take today. Almo.,t <1U of t.h�s;;

introduce wto ln:;h lnw µrov1sions which are already included in our own ant1-ten0n�t 

legisl !nwn /,1k l' n rogelher with the steps which the Chief Con!';table and the Ga.rda 

Commi�s1oner are la king to enhance further operational capabtlit.ie� in border are.is, 

which I announced on Monday following my meetlJ\.g with the Insh M1,ust.er of .Ju"-tlC<!. 

thii. means t.hat we now have the strongest ever anti-terrorist mrasur?� across th2 � r.ole 

of the tsland. 

Our own legal framework already provides extensive powers. I am looking actively at 

ways of further strengchening them. In particular. it is at present difficult to secure 

convictions for the offence of membership of a pr06cribed organisation, suc.h as the Real 

IRA which has adm1tt�d to Saturday's bombing. I am therefore considering changes 
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s1m1lar tO tho!<e whwh thrt Ini-h Government have announced today t.o mdke It e.u.R1Pr Lu

prcve member,-h1p. Th� rlt:ralls are still being worked out, as thPy are with the In�h. but

[ hope we can :nove q uiddy

:vlembersh1p c.f n prmwnbrd orgnmsation is alre�dy a senous r,tfencc. \Vh:1c we wtiul<i ,fo

1s make it C'as1er for prMe.cutions for that offence to succeed Con111et11;n 1s purm,hable by

imprisonment.

The police are continu1ng their effort.s to bring the perpetrator!:l (it the Ow�eh '.)c,mhing t,-,

Justice. including U$ing w'{pert assistance from the Metropolitan Pt,hce ! know that they

wiU not re-,t. unti.l they l·u1,e done so, and that they will ensure that there 1� no hiding

place for thosr· who are ::.rill intent on violence."
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(i) ...... SCND SEC Al 

Sewre Fax: 962 

19 August 1998 
No of pages including this one: 3

To: HQ 

For: Secretary Gallagher

From: Belfast

From: Joint Secretary

Subj: British response to OU[ Government'� �tatement

I attnch the question/answer material referred to in our earlier message on the above.
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1910P.; ·gg \\','::D 18:0J FAX H .. SCND SEC Al 

-....----· .. 

- -

Q&A 

Q. The British Government has not announced a single measure, in

contrast to the Irish Government's comprehensive package?

A. Nearly all the measures which the Irish have introduced already exist in
Northern Ireland and have done for several years. For example, our
legislation already allows terrorist suspects to be held for up to 7 days,
imposes restrictions on bail in terrorist cases, allows the courts to draw
inferences from silence in particular circumstances, and contains the offences
of directing a terrorist organisation, giving equipment and withholding
information. Today's announcement by the Irish Government further aligns
the anti-terrorist legislation in both jurisdictions, which is very welcome, and
represents further proof of our joint determination to eradicate terrorism

a. This is an extremely weak response?

I 

A. No. Most of the Irish measures are already in our armoury. Wei are currently
considering urgently how the membership provisions can be strJngthened,
and we will be consulting closely with the Irish on this. We are also I oking at
a wide range of other options, which we are discussing with the polic , other
Departments and so forth. Some would require primary legislatibn,
complex so detailed work is required. We will not hesitate to bri�g to ard
additional measures if we judge it helpful to do so. The determi�at1o
two Governments to crack down on the Real IRA and similar grdups i
unshakeable.

I I 

JC/SPOB/26697 
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Q. Why not recall Parliament and act at once?

...... SCND SEC .-I.I

A. We are considering urgently not just the nature of any new provisions but

also how, and how quickly, it might be possible to implement them. The

possibility of recalling Parliament is certainly something we would be

prepared to consider should that prove necessary.

Q. Can you be more specific about the equivalent provisions in the UK

legislation?

A. The power to hold terrorist suspects for up to seven days for police

questioning is contained in the Prevention of Terrorism Act; restrictions on

bail are in the Emergency Provisions Act; the ability of a court to draw

inferences from silence in certain specified circumstances is in the Criminal

Evidence (NI) Order 1988; the offences of directing terrorism, possession of

items intended for terrorist purposes, unlawful collection of information, and

training in the use of firearms etc are all in the EPA: and the offence of

withholding information about acts of terrorism is in the PT A.

a. What are the police doing now?

A. The intensive police investigation, north and south, continues. A number of

people are still being questioned. Additional help is being provided at the

bomb scene by officers from the Metropolitan police. An enormous

commitment is being made to this investigation. The RUC and Garda are in

touch constantly. There will be no let-up until those responsible are brought

to justice.

JC/SPOB/26697 
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