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13:45 Attempted murder charge 
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 Bush leaves Northern Ireland 
34 comments

 Ireland rejects Treaty 
23 comments

 Ian Paisley steps down 
22 comments

LOCAL NEWS 

Robert McCartney

Thursday 19 June 2008 13:59 
 
Diplock jury refuse to stop case 
 
The Diplock, no jury judge hearing the evidence in the Robert McCartney murder trial has refused defence applications to stop the 
case.  
 
Delivering his ruling at Belfast Crown Court, Mr Justice Gillen said he had considered all the evidence in the case and reflected on the 
applications made by the defence lawyers. 
 
He concluded that in relation to the charges of affray and assault, "the evidence is not so weak or discredited that it could not 
conceivably support a guilty verdict.” 

 

 
 
He added that the identification evidence of the three main witnesses is "not so 
poor and unsupported that I could not conceivably convict on the strength of it.”  
 
Turning to the murder charge faced by 51-year-old Terence Malachy Davison, Mr 
Justice Gillen said he had come to a similar conclusion because the evidence of 
Witness C included a description of Mr McCartney`s attacker "making swiping 
movements" with his arm which would be consistent with a stabbing motion. 
 
The judge said he was satisfied the description of the movements as well as the 
identification of Davison from Witness C was not so poor or unsupported or the 
evidence so weak or discredited that it could not conceivably support a guilty 
verdict. 
 
Davison, along with 47-year-old Joseph Fitzpatrick and James McCormick (39) 
all deny a charge of affray. 
 
Davison alone is accused of stabbing father-of-two Mr McCartney outside 
Magennis`s Bar close to the Markets area of Belfast during an incident on 
January 30, 2005. 
 
 

  E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment / Your Stories 
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VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR
 

Do you think that the PSNI do enough to 
prevent the high number of deaths on our 
roads? Join in the debate below and leave 
your comments or stories.

 
 

 
Post a comment   [ 8 comments so far ]  

  

 
Browse through the online news, sport and 
entertainment archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the news 
section to search.

 

 
Watch the latest UTV Live at 6 bulletin.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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