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LOCAL NEWS 

R. Eames & D. Bradley

Thursday 29 May 2008 17:14 
 
Illegal state activity "must be admitted" 
 
The group tasked with asking how Northern Ireland should deal with the past has delivered its progress report. 
 
The Consultative Group on the Past, established by the Government last year, said innocent people had been allowed to die. 
 
Co-chairmen, retired Church of Ireland primate Lord Eames and former Policing Board vice chairman Denis Bradley, said it was not 
just the actions of the republican and loyalist groups that had to be come to grips with, but those of the British state as well. 
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Lord Eames explained: "Elements of the state, on some occasions, acted outside 
the law and through handling of intelligence it could even be said innocent 
people were allowed to die. 
 
We cannot ignore that, in fact, the state sometimes acted illegally." 
 
Lord Eames added: "If we are to move out of the past in a healthy way then the 
state itself needs to acknowledge its full and complex role in the last 40 years." 
 
The final report would make suggestions on how that could be done, he said. 
 
However, "having to confront the state about acknowledging its wrongdoing 
must not take away from the majority of men and women in the RUC and UDR/
RIR who did their duty and suffered appallingly and unjustly as a result", he also 
added. 
 
Lord Eames said everyone must be encouraged by developments in Northern 
Ireland over the past few years, but also warned: 
 
"Despite the appearance of moving forward the reality is that we live in a society that is still divided. There are issues from the past 
that must be dealt with if we are to truly ensure that we do not repeat the mistakes of the past. Dealing with the past will secure our 
future." 
 
Sinn Fein boycotted the event, saying it protested at the failure of Lord Eames and Mr Bradley to invite republican groups 
representing the families of those who were victims of British state violence. 
 
A spokesman for the Consultative Group said they had not invited any victims` groups to the event for fear of missing someone out. 
 
All such groups would be invited when the full report is launched later in the year, he said. 
 
The material for this story has been provided by PA 

  E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment / Your Stories 
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The Children's Commissioner is 
attempting to ban smacking in Northern 
Ireland. Do you agree it should be 
banned?
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