
 

Republicans and unionists side by side at 
Northern Ireland policeman's funeral 
By Claire McNeilly 
Friday, 13 March 2009  

Leading Sinn Fein figures today joined 
government ministers, unionists and senior 
police officers to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
mourners at the funeral of PSNI Constable 
Stephen Carroll in another watershed moment 
for Northern Ireland.  

It was the first time party members have 
attended the funeral of a security forces officer 
killed by a republican group.  

They heard the priest attack 48-year-old 
Constable Carroll’s killers, saying they do not know patriotism 
means.  

Canon Liam Stevenson, addressing hundreds of mourners in and 
around St Therese's church in Constable Carroll's home town, 
Banbridge, said the murders of the policeman and two solders in 
Antrim had been designed to destabilise the peace process but 
would fail because of the determination of ordinary people.  

Describing ‘patriotism' as “one of the most abused words in the 
English language,” Canon Stevenson continued: “In this very 
way the killers of Constable Carroll have abused the term 
patriotism. I see patriotism more in terms of the love of people, 
and specifically here in Northern Ireland the love of all its 
people.”  

The priest added that the murders of Constable Carroll — the 
first PSNI officer to die at the hands of paramilitaries — and 
Sappers Mark Quinsey and Patrick Azimkar, would not plunge 
Northern Ireland back into the troubled times of the past. “We 
certainly do not want to lose the peace,” he said.  

“We will not lose the peace because so many people are so 
determined to move forward.”  

And he added: “A united people cannot be waylaid. Today is a 
day for peace.”  

Canon Stevenson was speaking from an altar garlanded with 
yellow, pink and white spring flowers. From mid-morning 
mourners had been arriving at the small church and after it was 
packed to capacity many more stood outside to pay their 
respects to Constable Carroll, who was shot by Continuity IRA 
gunmen after responding to a report of suspicious activity in 
Craigavon on Monday night.  

His death came just 48 hours after the murders of the two Royal 
Engineers by the Real IRA outside Massereene Barracks in 
Antrim.  

Before the funeral, Canon Stevenson, along with scores of 
townsfolk and a boy and girl from each primary and post-
primary school in the area, gathered at Downshire bridge to pray 
and observe a three minute silence — one minute for each of the 
victims.  
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Earlier Sinn Fein’s Upper Bann MLA John O’Dowd said: 
“Constable Carroll was helping to build the new environment 
created by the Good Friday Agreement which was about 
removing forces in our society including security forces.  

“The PSNI is part of that new environment and it is therefore 
right and proper that we attend the funeral as a mark of respect 
to Constable Carroll and an act of solidarity.”  

Mr O’Dowd, joined by Policing Board member and former Belfast 
Lord Mayor Alex Maskey and Banbridge councillor Dessie Ward, added: “We are giving public 
voice to the unified community stance we have seen this week, with people clearly saying ‘we 
are not going back’.”  

The Sinn Fein trio, as well as other rank-and-file members, were present alongside DUP 
representatives, including the MP for the area, David Simpson, Secretary of State Shaun 
Woodward, Security Minister Paul Goggins and other politicians.  

The DUP’s Gregory Campbell said: “There was a time, even after the republican movement 
realised the futility of their killing campaign, when they would have refused to speak to a police 
officer, let alone stand alongside the Chief Constable.  

“This week we have witnessed republican leaders urging their community to cooperate fully 
with the police and provide them with information to bring dissident republican criminals to 
justice.”  

Referring to the Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness’s characterisation of the republican 
splinter groups as ‘traitors’, the East Londonderry MP said that it demonstrated a gulf opening 
up within republicanism.  

Banbridge came to a standstill during the funeral, as thousands of people descended on the 
town to pay respects to the long-serving police officer.  

And there were emotional scenes as family, friends and colleagues said their last goodbyes 
after the death of yet another innocent victim in Northern Ireland.  

In and around the area there was massive traffic disruption as roads were closed for several 
hours before and after the service.  

Chief Constable Sir Hugh Orde led a delegation of mourners from the PSNI at today’s funeral, 
which saw a huge security presence.  

SDLP leader Mark Durkan also attended, alongside prominent members of Northern Ireland’s 
other main political parties, including the DUP MLA Jimmy Spratt and Ulster Unionist deputy 
leader Danny Kennedy.  

First Minister Peter Robinson and Mr McGuinness, now in America after postponing their visit 
after Mr Carroll’s killing and the attack on two soldiers in Antrim last Saturday, called at the 
Carroll family home on Tuesday to offer their condolences.  

Constable Carroll had lived for several years in Newbridge, Co Kildare, before moving to 
England and then settling in Co Down. He was due to retire next year and was looking forward 
to taking up a new career as a personal trainer.  

He is survived by his wife and ‘best friend’ Kate, stepson Shane and grandchildren Dean, 
Katelyn, Jordan and Jake.  

A 17-year-old youth and a 37-year-old man have been arrested in connection with his murder. 
Constable Carroll’s brutal death came just 48 hours after the two soldiers were gunned down 
by the Real IRA and died in a hail of 60 bullets in a pizza delivery ambush.  

Also in this section 
Large Hadron Collider could provide electronics jobs  

What are these? 

Change font size: 
A  A  A 

Digg It del.icio.us 

Facebook 

Stumbleupon 

Limit: 500 characters, left: 1000 

View all comments that have been posted about this article 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address 
logged and may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a 
comment to the site, you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's 
Terms of Use.  
 
Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected.  

* Name (only this field displayed) 

  

* Email 

  

* Town/City 

  

* Country/State 

  

* Required field 

 Remember Me 
 

  Post

Post a comment 

You know you're from Belfast when . . 

 

Pics Paving Services Ltd 
Paving & Driveways, Free 
Quotes Covering All Of N. 
I. 
Paving & Driveways  

City Industrial Waste 
Ltd 
Skip Hire. Total Waste 
Management Recycling. 
Fast Friendly Service 
Skip Hire  

Ards Skip Hire 
Waste Management 
Company, Builders Skips, 
Disposal of Card Board & 
Plastic Containers 
Skip Hire  

Tiletec Ceramics 
Tile Suppliers, Distribution, 
Retail, Showroom, 
Adhesives, Accessories 
Flooring Services  

COLIN'S SCHOOL OF 
MOTORING 
DOE Approved Instructor, 
Excellent Pass Rate, 
Friendly & Patient, Gift 
Vouchers Available 
Driving Schools  

Results by 

Page 2 of 4Republicans and unionists side by side at Northern Ireland policeman's funeral - Local & ...

13/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republicans-and-unionists-side-by-...



Funeral for murdered Northern Ireland police officer  

Tragedy of woman’s death after taking ‘miracle drug’  

Northern Ireland man to head ITV sport  

Ulster Hall tribute to guitar hero Rory Gallagher  

-isms: 'Yous should click here - it's class like' 

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery 

Holy Cross Primary School protests 

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 
Nightlife 

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics 

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

Spice Girl Mel B - the Ultimo range  

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

Park life. Victoria Park boat lake  

1. In Pictures: You know you're from Belfast 
when . .  

2. Police hunt for huge bomb in bid to stop Real 
IRA attack  

3. Top loyalist praises McGuinness but warns of 
‘Real UDA clowns’  

4. Northern Ireland peace rallies: The silent 
majority takes to the streets  

5. Sinn Fein should produce name, says UUP  

6. Murdered officer’s grieving wife faces the 
hardest day of her life  

7. Thousands in Northern Ireland attend peace 
vigils after horrific murders  

8. In Pictures: Funny football chants  

Most popular 

Page 3 of 4Republicans and unionists side by side at Northern Ireland policeman's funeral - Local & ...

13/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republicans-and-unionists-side-by-...



 

9. Funeral for murdered Northern Ireland police 
officer  

10. Fire at Belfast's Crumlin Road courthouse  

 

A & N SHILLIDAY & CO 
LTD 
Air Conditioning Cooling. 
Air Conditioning Heating. 
Sales & Service. Climate 
Control. Energy ... 
Air Conditioning 
Services  

MAGMa Heat Ltd 
Underfloor Heating. 
Geothermal Heat Pump. 
Dom / Com Plumbing & 
Heating. Heating Controls. 
Energy ... 
Underfloor Heating  

Viewback Antiques & 
Auctions 
Auctions Of Antiques. 
House Clearances. Your 
Premises Or Salesroom. 
Valuations. Removals & ... 
House Clearance  

Scoffield Specialist 
Services 
Multibeton Under Floor 
Heating. Geothermal Heat 
Pumps. Solar Panels. 
Domestic Plumbing & 
Heating ... 
Underfloor Heating  

Clarke Contracts 
Insulation Systems. 
Remmers Floors. 
Plastering & Screeding. 25 
Years Experience. Machine 
Applied ... 
Plastering & Screeding  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 4 of 4Republicans and unionists side by side at Northern Ireland policeman's funeral - Local & ...

13/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/republicans-and-unionists-side-by-...


