
 

Officers accused of lying to failed Omagh trial will 
not face charges 
Friday, 20 February 2009  

Two police officers who had been accused of lying in the Omagh 
bomb trial will not face criminal charges, it has been revealed.  

It emerged that Detective Inspector Philip Marshall and 
Constable Fiona Cooper will not face legal action after being 
cleared by an investigation by the Northern Ireland Police 
Ombudsman Al Hutchinson.  

The Ombudsman’s Office forwarded a file on its investigation to 
the Public Prosecution Service (PPS) last year. It has now 
emerged that the PPS has formally confirmed that neither officer 
is to be prosecuted and had said a third officer will not be 
prosecuted in respect of non-disclosure issues.  

However, in a statement, the Ombudsman also said he believed 
the two officers had been “confused” in the evidence they gave 
to the court.  

The marathon trial ended in December 2007 with the acquittal of Sean Hoey from south 
Armagh, who denied murdering the 29 people in the August 1998 atrocity.  

At the time the judge, Mr Justice Weir, had accused the two officers of being involved in 
“deliberate and calculated deception” when they gave evidence at the trial in Belfast.  

He also said the testimony of the officers that proper forensic precautions were taken at the 
scene of an unexploded mortar bomb at Altmore Forest near Dungannon — which the 
prosecution had sought to link to the Omagh bombing — was disproved by a photograph 
presented to him in which neither were wearing full forensic clothing.  

However, the Police Ombudsman said last night that his investigation had established that the 
photograph upon which the judge was basing his comments was taken after all the forensic 
work had been completed.  

“A military specialist at the scene told us one of his last actions was to close the tailgate of the 
van from which they had gathered the evidence,” he said.  

“In the photograph where the witnesses are not wearing the proper forensic clothing, the van’s 
rear tailgate had been closed and it had been moved from its position in earlier photographs.  

“In another photograph, the bagged exhibits can be seen through the window of the closed 
tailgate. The military specialist also confirmed that no one else entered the scene while he 
secured and packaged the exhibits.  

“The information the officers gave to the court about the forensic precautions taken at the 
scene of the mortar bomb was accurate, although confused.”  

The Police Ombudsman said a number of issues and failings he had identified — relating to case 
preparation, documentation and disclosure — would require further consideration and that 
these will be the subject of a further report and recommendations to the Chief Constable.  

Also in this section 
Website shows photo 

of 'battered Rihanna' 

Dissidents’ scramble for cash  

Dissidents lack support and guns but threat is real  

Stroke pensioner may have skewered himself  

Bookmark & Share 

 

What are these? 

Change font size: A  A  A 

 Print  Email 
 

Search 

    

Digg It del.icio.us 

Facebook Stumbleupon 

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 
Nightlife 

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics 

 

8° Belfast 
Hi 8°C / Lo 5°C

    LOCAL & NATIONAL  Search

Home  > News > Local & National  

News Sport Business Opinion Life & Style Entertainment

The digital gateway to Northern Ireland news, sport, business, entertainment and opinion 

Local & National World Politics Property Health Education Business Environment Technology Video Family Notices Crime Map Sunday Life The CT

Jobs Cars Homes Classified

Services

GET THE 
LOWDOWN ON 
THE RUGBY 
SCHOOLS CUP - 
IN VIDEO, 
WORDS AND 
PICTURES   

Page 1 of 3Officers accused of lying to failed Omagh trial will not face charges - Local & National, ...

20/02/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/officers-accused-of-lying-to-failed...



50% rise in house repossessions  

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery 

1988 - Corporals stripped, beaten and shot dead 

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

What's hot on the catwalks  

1. In Pictures: Funny football chants  

2. In Pictures: Duffy takes three Brit Awards as 
Coldplay are given the Elbow  

3. Girls Aloud clinch best single at Brits  

4. Benitez bid for Liverpool budget control fails  

5. Study: Men see women in bikinis as 'sex 
objects'  

6. Paul and Jeannie Rankin owe £1m in back 
taxes  

7. Family told to pay for bulldozer damage  

8. Higgins in ‘mad man’ snooker rant  

9. Prawo Jazdy: Mystery of Ireland's worst 
driver is solved  

10. Website shows photo 
of 'battered Rihanna' 
NEW  

 

City Industrial Waste 
Ltd 
Skip Hire. Total Waste 
Management Recycling. 
Fast Friendly Service 
Skip Hire  

Bracken Blinds 
Specialist suppliers of 
Curtains and Blinds to all 
commercial premieses, 
deigned and fitted 
Architects  

I.M.S Driver & Rider 
Training 
Experienced Driver 
Training, lessons by 
professional instructors, 
Advanced and Beginners 
Driving Schools  

McMahon 
Builders Providers, Timber 
Importers, Doors & Floors, 
Bathroom & Tiles 
Showroom 
Builders Merchants  

GILBERT-ASH N.I 
Sunrooms, Garages & 
Extensions, Custom Made 
Conservatories & 
Sunlounges 
Conservatories  

Results by 

Most popular 

Page 2 of 3Officers accused of lying to failed Omagh trial will not face charges - Local & National, ...

20/02/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/officers-accused-of-lying-to-failed...



 

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

 

Ulster under snow  

 

Holywood Glazing Ltd 
PVC Windows & Doors, 
Replacement Single & 
Double Glazing, Safety 
Glass, Mirrors. 
Glaziers  

Bracken Blinds 
Specialist suppliers of 
Curtains and Blinds to all 
commercial premieses, 
deigned and fitted 
Architects  

Brodericks Grass 
Machinery (N.I) 
Sales, Service, Parts. 
Ramsoms Jacobsen 
Machinery - Ego Golf Cars 
- Kawasaki Power 
Products ... 
Lawnmowers & Garden 
Equipment  

US SPAS DIRECT 
Leading Supplier Of Luxury 
Hot Tubs Gazebo's Sauna's 
& Swim Spa's In N. Ireland 
Hot Tubs & Spas  

House Of Vic-Ryn 
Upholstery, Occasional 
Furniture, Dining Room, 
Bedroom, Pictures, 
Mirrors, Lighting, 
Contemporary 
Furniture - Retail  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 3 of 3Officers accused of lying to failed Omagh trial will not face charges - Local & National, ...

20/02/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/officers-accused-of-lying-to-failed...


