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What are these?

In an ideal world those responsible for the 3,000-plus killings during the 
Troubles which remain unsolved would be brought before the courts, 
tried for their crimes and punished accordingly. 

However, that is never going to happen and the failure of justice to take 
its course provides the rationale for the latest blueprint to offer some 
sort of closure for those bereaved. 

Archbishop Lord Eames and Denis Bradley, co-chairs of the Consultative 
Group on Northern Ireland’s Past, are putting the finishing touches to the 
plan. They know it is not a perfect solution, but it is probably as good as 
it is possible to conceive at this remove from the historic crimes. 

The two men have had to ask themselves what those people bereaved 
by the Troubles want. Some will still want those responsible for killing 
their loved ones brought before the courts and jailed. That possibility, 
even with modern detection methods, grows more and more remote with 
every passing day. The Historic Enquiries Team has had very little 

success to date in bring prosecutions for old crimes. Other people will want to know who killed their 
relatives, why they were killed and, possibly, an apology for the death. Others may simply want to continue 
to grieve in private and not to have painful memories recalled. 

The proposal from the Consultative Group would appear to take all those strands of opinion into account. 
There will be a five year commission, under an international, independent commissioner, and there will also 
be an investigations unit to continue re-opening and re-examining old killings and an 

information recovery unit. This latter proposal is probably the most contentious. It would enable 
organisations — republican and loyalist paramilitary groups and the security forces — or individuals to give 
evidence about specific crimes in secret and immune from prosecution. 

While the first emphasis of the new organisation would be to seek evidence to prosecute, in reality it is 
accepted that few, if any, prosecutions will take place. Only then would the truth recovery mechanism kick 
in. 

What the proposed commission could do is shed new light on old killings. It could explain why some people, 

Headlines

●     News

●     Sport

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Life & Style

●     Entertainment

●     COMPETITION 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

●     Jobs

●     Cars

●     Homes

●     Other Titles

●     Services

|

❍     Editors Viewpoint

❍     Letters

Win a year's 
supply of Tayto 
Cheese & Onion 
crisps 

❍     Columnists

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html?action=Email
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html&title=Relatives must have final verdict - Editors Viewpoint - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html&title=Relatives must have final verdict - Editors Viewpoint - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html&title=Relatives must have final verdict - Editors Viewpoint - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/belfasttelegraph.co.uk/static/_bookmarks.html?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=400
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/teaserpool/sign-up-for-our-email-newsletter-and-win-a-years-supply-of-tayto-cheese-and-onion-crisps-13989161.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/teaserpool/sign-up-for-our-email-newsletter-and-win-a-years-supply-of-tayto-cheese-and-onion-crisps-13989161.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/teaserpool/sign-up-for-our-email-newsletter-and-win-a-years-supply-of-tayto-cheese-and-onion-crisps-13989161.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/teaserpool/sign-up-for-our-email-newsletter-and-win-a-years-supply-of-tayto-cheese-and-onion-crisps-13989161.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3770/3/0/%2a/f%3B208174949%3B0-0%3B1%3B28453421%3B3454-728/90%3B28584348/28602227/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3f"http://clk.atdmt.com/STM/go/116761148/direct/01/"


who patently were totally unconnected with either the security forces or terrorist groups, were killed. It 
would also afford the relatives of those killed and then had their reputation tarnished by their killers a 
chance to redeem their good name. 

The proposals also suggest that families who don’t want cases re-opened will be able to make that point to 
the commission. For some people re-opening past wounds could be too painful and their rights must be 
respected. 

While it will be some months before the final proposals are known, the lines along which members are 
thinking are now becoming clear. It does appear to be an honest attempt by two men of integrity to help 
those people who were bereaved during the Troubles. The work of the Group is aimed at assisting them in 
coming to terms with their loss, not salving the conscience of everyone else. Therefore, the final verdict on 
the proposals, quite rightly, will come from the relatives. 

Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters

View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (only this field displayed)

 

* Email

 

* Town/City

 

* Country/State

 

* Required field

 Remember Me 

 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and 
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, 
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use.  
 
Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected. 

Also in this section
●     Now President Obama must deliver

 

     Go  

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact 
Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily 

Newsletter 

 

Relatives must have final verdict - Editors Viewpoint, Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Query:

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html (2 of 2)06/11/2008 13:44:53

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/relatives-must-have-final-verdict-14009596.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/now-president-obama-must-deliver-14038946.html
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3770/0/0/%2a/b;208950749;0-0;0;30945511;4307-300/250;28932179/28950058/1;;~fdr=209093271;0-0;0;15073531;4307-300/250;29007211/29025090/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.bushmills.com
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Relatives must have final verdict - Editors Viewpoint, Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	EMGBLLFOMKGGFDLOOPMJPBNIFKOAANPD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: 14010049
	f3: /opinion/viewpoint/article14009596.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /opinion/viewpoint/article14009596.ece
	f5: /opinion/viewpoint/article14009596.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13906971
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-14009596:Relatives must have final verdict
	f10: 14009596
	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: 
	f14: 
	f15: Off

	f16: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





