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Almost 30 years after his murder the grieving family of Disappeared 
victim Danny McIlhone yesterday finally laid him to rest. 

After 27 years, two failed searches and painful waiting, friends, family 
and loved ones gathered in west Belfast to finally say goodbye to the 19-
year-old. 

Around 500 mourners stood outside the McIlhone family home in 
Bernagh Drive in what was described as a day of “mixed emotions”. They 
watched as the coffin, carrying the remains of the teenager who was 
shot dead and secretly buried by the IRA in 1981, was brought slowly 
out into the street. 

Mourners heard how Danny — who had a twin brother John — belonged 
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not only to the McIlhone family “but also to his relatives and friends.” 

And among the many faces of neighbours and family who gathered to 
pay their last respects was former Police Ombudsman Nuala O’Loan, 
Victims’ Commissioners Mike Nesbitt and Brendan McAllister and Sir 
Kenneth Bloomfield, Commissioner for the Location of Victims' Remains. 

Sinn Fein MLA Paul Maskey, the SDLP’s Alex and Tim Attwood and former IRA leading figure Bobby Storey 
also attended the funeral. 

His surviving brothers and sisters, as well as his daughter Sarah and granddaughter Sadie, led mourners 
the short distance away for Requiem Mass at St Teresa’s Church. 

Father Darach MacGiolla Cathain, who delivered the homily, paid tribute to the family's determination to 
find their loved one. 

“You never gave up hope when people told you there wasn’t any. You never backed down when people said 
you were wasting your time,” he said. 

“You never grew tired of waiting when people said there was no point waiting. Today is your reward, today 
is your answer and the result of your faithfulness and persistence. Today is your vindication.” 

Last Friday, DNA tests carried out on remains which were dug up from a remote hillside in Co Wicklow, in 
the Republic, confirmed it was the teenager. 

In 1999, almost two decades after Mr McIlhone vanished, the IRA admitted he had been shot in 1981. They 
claimed he was being questioned about stealing weapons from an arms dump when he was killed in a 
struggle with a gunman who was guarding him. 

But the 11 weeks of searches at the forest-surrounded bogland close to Blessington Lakes in 1999 and 
2000, proved fruitless. 

However last month, on November 10, investigators using new techniques made a breakthrough in an 
isolated mountain area of Co Wicklow. 

Fr MacGiolla Cathain also spoke of how the candles that have been burning in Bernagh Drive and in the 
church have represented light in the midst of darkness. 

“They’ve been the light of love wanting to have Danny’s body back at least so as to grieve more fully,” he 
said. 

“You will now have a cemetery to visit, a place to lay your flowers, a grave to stand and pray. This was the 
deepest longing among the family, to have him back to be able to bury him.” 

The names of other Disappeared victims — Seamus Wright, Kevin McKee, Columba McVeigh, Brendan 
Megraw, Gerry Evens, Charlie Armstrong and Seamus Ruddy — were mentioned during the service. 

Fr MacGiolla Cathain added: “What is clear in these circumstances is that time doesn’t heal. Truth heals, 
justice heals, righting a wrong heals. 

“We are still a society that is still coming to terms to with the past. But what happened to Danny is in the 
past for the McIlhone family. It has been very much in the present, which they have had to deal with every 
single day since Danny was taken from them. 

“Today affords you the opportunity to step into the future where you can begin to reconcile some things and 
lay some of the things of the past aside.” 

Members of the family described Danny as: “always full of mischief and he lived life to the full”. 

“His big brown eyes and slight stammer melted many a heart and broke a few along the way. Danny 
belonged not only to the McIlhone family but also to his relatives and friends.” 

Mr McIlhone was laid to rest beside his late parents, Dan and Lily, in the nearby Milltown cemetery. 

  

Northern Ireland Troubles

A Conflict in Pictures

In Pictures: Northern Ireland Nightlife

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/peace-at-last-for-the-family-who-never-gave-up-on-ira-victim-danny-14118768.html (2 of 3)05/01/2009 13:15:43

http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/peace-at-last-for-the-family-who-never-gave-up-on-ira-victim-danny-14118768.html&title=Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/belfasttelegraph.co.uk/static/_bookmarks.html?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=400


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/photo-galleries/article13909724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/photo-galleries/article13909724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/


Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters

View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (only this field displayed)

 

* Email

 

* Town/City

 

* Country/State

 

* Required field

 Remember Me 

 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and 
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, 
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use.  
 
Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected. 

Also in this section
●     Ulster braced for Arctic freeze

●     Northern Ireland road deaths hit all-time low

●     Tourists plan US trip to mark Lincoln's birthday

●     Life 'meaningless' for one in 10 young adults

●     'Have a tantrum to beat post-holiday stress'

  

     Go  

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter 

 

Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Query:

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/peace-at-last-for-the-family-who-never-gave-up-on-ira-victim-danny-14118768.html (3 of 3)05/01/2009 13:15:43

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/peace-at-last-for-the-family-who-never-gave-up-on-ira-victim-danny-14118768.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ulster-braced-for--arctic-freeze-14129026.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/northern-ireland-road-deaths-hit-alltime-low-14128726.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/tourists-plan-us-trip-to-mark-lincolns-birthday-14128846.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/life-meaningless-for-one-in-10-young-adults-14128842.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/have-a-tantrum-to-beat-postholiday-stress-14128839.html
http://ads.adviva.net/click/v=4;m=2;l=7928;c=22178;b=145368;ts=20090105131536;dct=http://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/9537-69184-5514-1?mpt=20090105131536
http://ads.adviva.net/click/v=4;m=2;l=7927;c=21825;b=139174;ts=20090105131538;dct=http://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/11597-68870-9866-3?mpt=20090105131538
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	GGANIJKHBJBGAHLJICELFFAOBMMKMIGD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: -1
	f3: /news/local-national/article14118768.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /news/local-national/article14118768.ece
	f5: /news/local-national/article14118768.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13874732
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-14118768:Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny
	f10: 14118768
	f11: THREAD: ArtID-14118768:Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny
	f12: Thread: ArtID-14118768:Peace at last for the family who never gave up on IRA victim Danny
	f13: 14118768
	f14: 
	f15: 
	f16: 
	f17: 
	f18: Off

	f19: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





