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Tuesday, June 12, 2007 

Security expert Brian Rowan argues that all sides 
will have much to explain in a consultation 
process dealing with Northern Ireland's past 

The "big conversation" may well ask the biggest 
questions of this peace process. This is the unfinished 
business of the conflict - the unanswered questions, 
the work that is about the search for truth. 

It is one of the last pieces of the jigsaw. And the making of the picture depends on those who have the 
answers being prepared to give them. 

The next phase in all of this will be a wide consultation process - looking to see if there is a consensus on 
how you deal with this thing that we call 'The Past'. 

It is about all of those killings. It is about what some call terrorism and others call war. 

It is about all of the hurt - about who knew what, who did what, and it is about trying somehow to settle that 
past - not to forget it. 

This will be the peace talking to the war and asking questions that will make for the most difficult and 
awkward of answers. 

At its end, this phase of consultation needs to tell us who is prepared to answer. 

The chief constable Sir Hugh Orde talks about all sides being asked " the hard questions". 

His side - the security side - will have much to explain, but so too will the republican and loyalist 
leaderships, and we need to know how and when all of them will be prepared to speak. 

Much of the past, the conflict, the war, was hidden in a thick fog. There is stuff we were never meant to see. 

And a judgment the Eames-Bradley team will have to make is how much of the truth will be made available. 

There is no worth in a half-truth process - no point in this if some of the sides stay away. 

It should be all or nothing. 

Collusion is a big stick to beat the police and Army with - and there was collusion, but our war had many 
sides. 

Who will explain the orders and the actions of the IRA, the UVF, the UDA and all those other republican 
and loyalist organisations? 

What about those in the most senior positions of paramilitary leadership who were in the pay of the Special 
Branch and the Security Services? 

What side of any truth table will they sit at? 

There is some of this that will never come out ? can never come out ? because it would cause turmoil in the 
peace process. 

Would any of us be surprised if at the end of their consultation Lord Eames and Denis Bradley conclude 
that we may get some more of the truth ? but we won't get all of it. 

There is stuff that will be forever hidden in the darkest of places. 
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