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It is so easy to picture the scene inside that Eames-Bradley Consultative 
Group right now — all the checking and reading and re-reading; every ‘i’ 
to be dotted and ‘t’ crossed. 

And after that will come all the worrying and wondering about how the 
now imminent report will be received. 

In just two weeks’ time it will be revealed for all to read — the end of 19 
months of public meetings, consultation and research, writing and re-
writing. 

The final document needs to be a report of balanced words, thoughtful 
sentences and thought through recommendations — a piece of work that 
from front to back will look not just into the past but, also, attempt to 

Don't Miss . . .

●     Netbooks: The must-have gadget  

●     Plans to make Cuba a golfer's paradise  

●     Immortalised: Bob Dylan's heroes & villains  

●     Wanted: Caretaker for island paradise  

●     Bush tried to sabotage Iranian nuke plans  

●     Porn addicts struggle to break habit  

●     Obama inauguration: 
Hottest ticket in US  

●     Sports video news 
and highlights  

●      
●      

●     

Skip Links

Opinion
Query:

Eames-Bradley: will it result in more questions than answers? - Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Navigation

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html (1 of 3)15/01/2009 11:02:30

●     The digital gateway to Northern Ireland news, sport, business, entertainment and opinion

Home > Opinion 

Eames-Bradley: will it result in more questions than 
answers?
By Brian Rowan 
Wednesday, 14 January 2009 

 Print  Email 

Search

    Go 

Bookmark & Share

●     Digg It

●     del.icio.us

●     Facebook

Headlines

●     News

●     Sport

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Life & Style

●     Entertainment

●     The Belfast Telegraph 
wants to hear from 
YOU. 

●     Classified (new)

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

●     Jobs

●     Cars

●     Homes

●     Services

|

❍     Editors Viewpoint

❍     Letters

❍     Columnists

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html?action=Email
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html&title=Eames-Bradley: will it result in more questions than answers? - Opinion - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html&title=Eames-Bradley: will it result in more questions than answers? - Opinion - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/eamesbradley-will-it-result-in-more-questions-than-answers-14139101.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/netbooks-the-musthave-gadget-of-2009-14138052.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/netbooks-the-musthave-gadget-of-2009-14138052.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/cubas-golf-revolution-plans-to-make-island-a-golfers-paradise-14138508.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/cubas-golf-revolution-plans-to-make-island-a-golfers-paradise-14138508.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music/news/bob-dylans-heroes-amp-villains-14138559.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music/news/bob-dylans-heroes-amp-villains-14138559.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/wanted-caretaker-for-tropical-island-paradise-14137403.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/wanted-caretaker-for-tropical-island-paradise-14137403.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/bush-tried-to-sabotage-irans-nuclear-plans-14137413.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/porn-addicts-struggling-to-shake-off-online-sex-habit-14137445.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/porn-addicts-struggling-to-shake-off-online-sex-habit-14137445.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/us-election/obamas-inauguration--the-hottest-ticket-in-american-history-14136803.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/us-election/obamas-inauguration--the-hottest-ticket-in-american-history-14136803.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/us-election/obamas-inauguration--the-hottest-ticket-in-american-history-14136803.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/watch-the-latest-sports-video-news-and-highlights-14112639.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/watch-the-latest-sports-video-news-and-highlights-14112639.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/watch-the-latest-sports-video-news-and-highlights-14112639.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/in-video-golfing-news-and-analysis-13994997.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/world-in-pictures-striking-images-14137558.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraphclassified.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/37b6/0/0/%2a/f;210833644;0-0;0;32427486;3454-728/90;29778318/29796195/1;;~fdr=210840523;0-0;0;28453421;3454-728/90;29791623/29809500/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.bankofireland.co.uk/personal-banking/personal-loans/?bn=9&cl=12&cd=BTLB


Eames-Bradley: will it result in more questions than answers? - Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

●     Stumbleupon

What are these?

make a path into the future. 

This group, co-chaired by the retired Church of Ireland Archbishop Lord 
Eames and former Policing Board vice chairman Denis Bradley, has been 
given, arguably, the hardest task of the peace process. 

Its work is to take Northern Ireland — or the north — beyond its ceasefires, the ending of the different wars 
and decommissioning. 

And its challenge has been to find and make a process that will not only ask but answer the questions of the 
past and then, out of that learning, draw a map leading to a better future. 

They know it is much easier said than done. 

The writing of The Consultative Group on the Past will be set out in a 150-plus-page report. 

Within the next fortnight, just a few days before its publication on January 28, the final report will be sent 
to Secretary of State Shaun Woodward and copied to the Irish government and the Office of First and 
Deputy First Minister. 

Lord Eames and Denis Bradley have made clear in recent speeches that the process they will recommend 
will not be the Truth and Reconciliation model identified with South Africa. 

So the Consultative Group will recommend The Legacy Commission working to a five-year deadline. 

It has already been widely reported that under the roof of that commission there will be Investigation and 
Information Recovery Units. 

What there won’t be is an amnesty — both Lord Eames and Denis Bradley made that very clear in recent 
public speeches at Queen’s University and on the Falls Road. 

Their way of working has been to brief and inform as they go along. So it will not be a report of shocks or 
surprises. 

The headline recommendations are already known. 

The interesting bit — and the important bit — is what happens next, who will co-operate and who won’t. 

The UVF leadership met the Consultative Group — the IRA and UDA did not. 

What will be the reactions in the world of politics, in the victims sector and across the wider community? 

How does this report get past the cynics — those who are convinced that the truth of the conflict will never 
be told? 

And if it does get to the next phase with recommendations implemented, how then do you get into the 
darkest corners of the conflict, into the decision making and doing of the security forces, the republicans 
and the loyalists? 

There is much to hide and many reasons why the truth will not be told — not now, not ever. 

Who were the leaders of the IRA who gave the orders for the bombs of Bloody Friday, Enniskillen, La Mon 
and the Shankill Road? Who were the loyalist leaders who ordered and allowed the killing of so many 
innocent Catholics? 

And who in the places of security and politics know the story of collusion — the secrets of how “innocent 
people were allowed to die”, to quote an Eames-Bradley speech of last year. 

On January 28 the Consultative Group will pass the challenge of dealing with the past onto others. 
Recommending that the truth be told is one thing — but a recommendation is only a recommendation. 
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