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●     O'Loan hails her successor 'man of integrity' 
as she steps down

Police Ombudsman Al Hutchinson is 
in his first full day on the job. Chris 
Thornton looks at his in-tray and asks if investigations of the past will stay there 

Tuesday, November 06, 2007 

Settling behind his desk on the top floor of the Police Ombudsman's office today, Al Hutchinson 
won't have much time to enjoy the view over St Anne's Cathedral. With roughly 3,000 complaints a 
year arriving, and 90 investigators to handle them, the business of investigating complaints against 
the PSNI is not getting any lighter. 

But the arrival of the former Royal Canadian Mountie may deliver a significant change in the office's tone - 
at least that's what critics of the departing Ombudsman, Nuala O'Loan, are hoping for. 
 
Mrs O'Loan's high profile criticism of police action in two notable cases - her reports on the Omagh bomb 
investigation and police protection of a gang of UVF killers - placed her under routine attack. For unionists, 
the Police Federation and a cadre of former senior officers, her seven-year tenure amounted to an assault 
on the reputation of the RUC. 
 
They expect Mr Hutchinson to introduce a lower key era. They may have good ground for believing that, 
given that his reports as Oversight Commissioner - he was in charge of ensuring Patten reforms were 
introduced as planned - tended to be gentle in their criticism. There is also a belief in some quarters that as 
a former police officer, Mr Hutchinson will be naturally more inclined to sympathy with the complained-
against than the complainee. 
 
Those expectations might be right, but they miss the point that the Oversight Commissioner's job was about 
quietly making sure change happened, rather than apportioning blame. Some senior police say behind the 
scenes, Mr Hutchinson has steel. 
 
Mrs O'Loan's critics can be more sure of having a new ally on another point. 
 
They say her investigations of past police actions - in her final week she issued reports on murders in 1984 
and 1993 - could harm the PSNI. Trawling up past police wrongdoing, the argument goes, could damage 
public confidence in the police they have today. 
 
Mr Hutchinson seems to have a similar view. In his final report as Oversight Commissioner - before he had 
been given the Ombudsman's job - he raised concerns about "a continual debilitating drip-feed of 
speculation, inquires and investigations into past police practice". 
 
He described the Ombudsman's office and the Historical Enquires Team as " blunt instruments too 
narrowly focused to use in a search for truth and justice for societal challenges. 
 
"While they are simply doing what is required by mandate and law, they raise expectations that cannot be 
met, and distract from the task of finding a societal resolution to the past, " he said. 
 
Mrs O'Loan, as she left, pointed out that there is a legal requirement for the Ombudsman to investigate any 
"grave or exceptional allegation".  
 
She said she was sure Mr Hutchinson would "comply with the law. If he doesn't, he'll be judicially 
reviewed" .  
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But Mr Hutchinson's statement appears to have prompted a rush in complaints about the past, many from 
solicitors keen to get them accepted by Mrs O'Loan so there would be an investigation on the books before 
she left. 
 
From that perspective alone, Mr Hutchinson won't be able to immediately shake off the past. One of the first 
reports in his name is like to concern the Claudy bomb, which killed nine people in 1972. He will also be 
expected to issue reports on complaints about IRA collusion linked to the Stakeknife affair. 
 
Those can be regarded as hangovers from the O'Loan era, giving Mr Hutchinson space to build relations 
with the Federation in the short term. 
 
It's only when Mr Hutchinson starts issuing reports that are entirely his own, right from the point of 
accepting the complaint, that we will a full picture.  
 
Proof of his attitude to the past is still some months in the future. 

 

More articles in Opinion

●     Viewpoint: Dana meets the Doc 

●     Why I cried for Dean's poor mother 

●     Tackling Ulster's divided culture 

●     Maurice Hayes: How Sarkozy can point way forward for Bertie 

●     Viewpoint: Our vital role in defeating terror 

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3133122.ece (2 of 4)07/11/2007 13:56:56

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3136206.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3135919.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3135916.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3135911.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3135896.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11944439?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11944439?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11944439?


The past will be hard to shake off - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Comment & Blogs

Gail Walker 
So, why is 
Heather Mills a 
figure of hate? 

Pól Ó Muirí 
Four wheels are 
good, four legs 
better ... 

Jan de Vries 
Health 
problems? Jan 
answers your 
questions 

Robert Fisk
Warning: this film 
could make you 
angry 

Ed Curran 
Stadium: Time to 
blow whistle and 
start building 

Catherine Townsend: 
Sleeping Around 

Post-breakup we 
need a sexually 
sober friend 

Cooper Brown: 
He's out there 

A great way to 
worm out the 
cheapskates 

Video

Carl Verheyen 
Interview with 
one of the 
world's best 
guitarists

Final moments 
of Uboat diver  

The last dive of 
Dublin man 
Michael 
Hanrahan

Open House Festival
Bluegrass 
musicians come 
to Belfast 

Big Man's big fry 
First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

Twelfth parades 
Watch the video 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3133122.ece (3 of 4)07/11/2007 13:56:56

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3133051.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/pol-o-muiri/article3129963.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3129970.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3130054.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3129986.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3118809.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article3118809.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3118818.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article3118818.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3008057.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece


The past will be hard to shake off - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph 

of this year's 
parade in Belfast 

Paisley interview 
Exclusive: First 
Minister Ian 
Paisley talks to 
Ed Curran 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

Eye on the World

Malise Ruthven
How the Saudis 
exported a 
hardline ideology

Apocalypse now?
Hersh predicts 
major conflict if 
US attacks Iran

Burmese junta?  
Knickers to that  

'Panties for 
peace' is latest 
ploy by Burma 
activists 

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be 
the blueprint for 
Iraq's future? 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy 

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3133122.ece (4 of 4)07/11/2007 13:56:56

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3110757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3107851.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	The past will be hard to shake off - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	JHIDJFOOLBOGKDOOFDJEOEFDNFDDODIC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




