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Unionists hit out as 'IRA 
volunteer' dispute engulfs 
new victims group
Thursday, January 31, 2008 

By Chris Thornton

The First Ministers' Office moved yesterday to distance itself from a row about a new Victims 
Commissioner's description of her brother as an IRA member on "active service". 

A spokesman for the office repeated yesterday that the statement issued by their media handlers had been 
put forward on behalf of the new Commissioners. 

He said it was not an official statement by OFMDFM, although it had appeared on the First Ministers' 
website. 

Sources said First Minister Ian Paisley was enraged by the confusion. 

The row blew up when unionists complained about the description of Patricia MacBride's brother, Antoin. 
Her biography described him as "an IRA volunteer who was killed by the SAS whilst on active service in 
1984". 

UUP MLA David Burnside said the description was "totally unacceptable" . 

An Executive source said the biographies had been written by the Commissioners themselves and did not 
represent OFMDFM's position. 

The statement was carried on the OFMDFM website but was removed when the News Letter newspaper 
questioned officials on Tuesday. 

"The new Commissioners Designate for Victims and Survivors are independent of Government," a 
spokesman said. 

"As they had just been appointed and had no machinery for delivering press releases, the Office of the First 
Minister and deputy First Minister as a matter of courtesy merely facilitated the Commissioners in 
disseminating their own statement. 

"The press release clearly states in capital letters: 'Statement issued by the commissioners designate for 
victims and survivors,' and includes a contact telephone number for their office. 

"The content of the statement is entirely a matter for the Commissioners." 

However, the email that carried the statement was headed OFMDFM Press Release. 

The Belfast Telegraph yesterday quoted from the document and said Ms MacBride's brother had been 
"described by the First Ministers' office" as an IRA volunteer on active service. 

The First Ministers' office said that description is incorrect. 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     Student jailed after glassing dancer

●     Emotional reunion for peace pensioner

●     Anthony's 23 years of delivering news

Don't Miss . . .

Brain breakthrough
Scientists 
discover way to 
reverse memory 
loss

Sleep disorders
Why you don't 
have to take 
insomnia lying 
down

Video: Homefinder
Helen Carson 
tries a slice of 
the good life in 
Ballymena 

Belfast Telegraph 
Business Awards

Annual event 
celebrating the 
best of Ulster 
commerce 

Video: Miss NI
Melissa Patton 
talks about her 
life as a beauty 
queen

Belfast Fashion Week
City prepares for 
some catwalk 
glamour 

Video: Healy's hat-trick
David scores at 
Belfast 
Telegraph Sports 
Awards

Net success
Young web 
designers 
honoured at 
ceremony

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Community Telegraph 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece (1 of 4)31/01/2008 11:47:36

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12017735?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.loadzacars.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/northwest-edition/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-telegraph/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/media-kit/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3390107.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3390106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3390100.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3385344.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article3382811.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3382762.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-awards
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-awards
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3369757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3360205.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3360076.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/article3348554.ece?A=22432423
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/


Unionists hit out as 'IRA volunteer' dispute engulfs new victims group - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

●     Other Titles

❍     Sunday Life

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

❍     Community Telegraph

●     Ulster MEPs cry foul at 'fresh' poultry 

●     Irish Sea is 'no barrier' in battle against bluetongue

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece (2 of 4)31/01/2008 11:47:36

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3390098.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3390096.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=12017735?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=12017735?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=12017735?


Unionists hit out as 'IRA volunteer' dispute engulfs new victims group - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Best of 2007 . . .

Records
Music stars 
reveal their pick 
of this year's 
tunes

Gigs
The pick of this 
year's finest 
concerts and 
performances

Films
Our experts 
reveal their pick 
of the year's 
movies

Books
Authors reveal 
their pick of this 
year's finest 
writing

2007 In Pictures 
Jan & Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Video

A taste of tinseltown
Mischa the belle 
of Belfast city for 
movie premiere 

What's the big Ikea? 
The iconic 
Swedish 
superstore opens

BT Woman of the Year
Applauding 
Ulster's most 
exceptional 
women

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 
report on Belfast 
Wheel

Big Man's big fry 
First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece (3 of 4)31/01/2008 11:47:36

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273947.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273948.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/reviews/article3273949.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/books/article3273950.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/news/article3251172.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3245463.ece?a=12323&service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece


Unionists hit out as 'IRA volunteer' dispute engulfs new victims group - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Derry Xmas  
Boss is back 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  
Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3387663.ece (4 of 4)31/01/2008 11:47:36

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Unionists hit out as 'IRA volunteer' dispute engulfs new victims group - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	MGNHNBDLDKKPODACBJIEIDCHHEBACPDP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




