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Clare Weir talks to Kevin Skelton, who 
lost his wife in the Omagh atrocity

Friday, December 21, 2007 

In Omagh, it was business as usual yesterday. 

Local people went about their daily business, much in the way they had done so almost 10 years ago, on 
the day that the Real IRA blast blew the town apart. 

Just a handful of relatives turned up to the videolink screening of the verdict at Omagh College, among 
them the family of Geraldine Breslin, as well as Kevin Skelton, who lost his wife Philomena. 

One of the most outspoken voices of those bereaved by the 1998 blast, he predicted back in August that 
Sean Hoey would be freed and described the trial as "a farce". 

Mr Skelton's views echo those of the other relatives. 

He too has called for a full cross-border public inquiry and has been scathing about the police inquiry. 

"I am not one bit surprised," he said outside the court screening. 

"I said this was a farce from day one and this has proved it. The people of Omagh and the families of their 
dead have had their faces rubbed in the muck again. 

"When are people in charge going to get a grip and give us justice, this is ten years on. I feel the same as I 
have always been feeling. 
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❍     Sunday Life

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

❍     Community Telegraph

"There will never be anybody convicted of the Omagh bombing. One swallow doesn't make a summer. 

"We need to get a cross-border public inquiry until we get the truth and we will not stop until we get the 
truth. I've no regrets about what I have said in the past. 

"I feel very badly let down. It doesn't matter what we do as regards Omagh. 

"The politicians can't even decide what to write on a piece of stone in the middle of the town." 

But he says he and the other families will battle on using whatever means they can. 

"There are people who think this town wants to bury what happened, draw a line under it in the sand but I 
am not prepared to let that happen or we will never get justice. 

"Your man (Hoey) got a fair trial and the judge was critical of the police. I will now be looking at legal 
avenues to see what we can do." 

However speaking to reporters as he weighed up the ruling, Mr Skelton admitted: "I knew he wouldn't go 
down for Omagh but I didn't think he'd walk altogether." 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     Paisley house is now in his name

●     Prison warning to drivers using mobiles

●     Man arrested over couple burned alive

●     Six-year-old boy fights for his life after crash

●     Paul Quinn's parents meet Secretary of State

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274009.ece (2 of 5)21/12/2007 12:53:58

http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274136.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274134.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274133.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274130.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274126.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11982356?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11982356?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11982356?


I always said trial was a farce and this proved it - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Best of 2007

Records
Music stars 
reveal their pick 
of this year's 
tunes

Gigs
The pick of this 
year's finest 
concerts and 
performances

Films
Our experts 
reveal their pick 
of the year's 
movie releases

Books
Authors reveal 
their pick of this 
year's finest 
writing

In Pictures 
Jan & Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Video

A taste of tinseltown
Mischa the belle 
of Belfast city for 
movie premiere 

Festive farewell 
to Belfast choir

Conductor Harry 
Grindle bows out 
on high-note

What's the big Ikea? 
The iconic 
Swedish 
superstore opens

BT Woman of the Year
Applauding 
Ulster's most 
exceptional 
women

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274009.ece (3 of 5)21/12/2007 12:53:58

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273947.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273948.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/reviews/article3273949.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/books/article3273950.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/news/article3251172.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3248013.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3248013.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3245463.ece?a=12323&service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html


I always said trial was a farce and this proved it - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

report on Belfast 
Wheel

Fashion Week  
Ulster struts the 
catwalk with a 
stylish confidence

Carl Verheyen 
Interview with 
one of the 
world's best 
guitarists

Final moments 
of Uboat diver  

The last dive of 
Dublin man 
Michael 
Hanrahan

Big Man's big fry 
First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

Twelfth parades 
Watch the video 
of this year's 
parade in Belfast 

Paisley interview 
Exclusive: First 
Minister Ian 
Paisley talks to 
Ed Curran 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Derry Xmas  
Boss is back 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274009.ece (4 of 5)21/12/2007 12:53:58

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3122392.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1


I always said trial was a farce and this proved it - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

Eye on the World

Malise Ruthven
How the Saudis 
exported a 
hardline ideology

Apocalypse now?
Hersh predicts 
major conflict if 
US attacks Iran

Burmese junta?  
Knickers to that  

'Panties for 
peace' is latest 
ploy by Burma 
activists 

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be 
the blueprint for 
Iraq's future? 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274009.ece (5 of 5)21/12/2007 12:53:58

http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3110757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3107851.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	I always said trial was a farce and this proved it - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	PIOHLCDAKODBEDFBGALHHMPAEKIBMPEH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




