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Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

By David Young 

Northern Ireland's new victims commissioners yesterday urged the public to judge them on their 
work and not the controversial process by which they were appointed. 

The four commissioners were speaking after First Minister Ian Paisley confirmed their selection and the 
allocation of £33m for the victims' sector over the next three years. 
 
Mr Paisley and Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness were forced to justify in the Assembly the 
appointment of the four-strong panel - and insisted that it was not as a result of any deadlock between them 
over the original plan for a single commissioner. 
 
As they faced the cameras for the first time, the four commissioners - former interim commissioner and 
RUC widow Bertha McDougal; Patricia MacBride, whose brother was an IRA man shot dead by the SAS; 
former TV anchorman Mike Nesbitt; and Brendan McAllister, the director of Mediation Northern Ireland - 
said it was time to concentrate on victims' issues and not the selection process. 
 
Mr McAllister said: "We hope we can all now move forward and switch the focus away from the 
appointment process and return where it belongs - on the victims and survivors - the people who have paid, 
and continue to pay, the greatest price." 
 
Mr McAllister also tried to address concerns raised by SDLP leader Mark Durkan that the individual 
commissioners might become pigeon-holed as representing one particular tradition. 
 
"We emphasise none of us intends to limit our involvement to any group or sector or geographical area," he 
said. 
 
Earlier, the Deputy First Minister said he was confident that the commissioners would not allow themselves 
to be categorised. 
 
" These are people who recognise that their appeal has to be very, very broad indeed," said Mr 
McGuinness. 
 
The Sinn Fein MLA also dismissed claims that four commissioners were appointed because he could not 
agree on a single appointment with Mr Paisley. 
 
"Nothing could be further from the truth," he said. 
 
"We never at any stage of our deliberation had a situation where the First Minister proposed someone and I 
proposed someone as an alternative, it never happened. 
 
"I know some people may greet this with incredulity but I think it's a symbol of how he and I do the business 
in terms of moving forward." 
 
Mr Paisley said they wanted to bring together the talents and skills of candidates who applied for the 
position to form a panel of commissioners. 
 
"Our belief is that a team of four commissioners working together - in essence a Victims Commission - is 
the best way forward," said the First Minister. 
 
"Given the significant backlog of urgent work and the range of difficult challenges that face us, these four 
people will have much more capacity to engage with victims and survivors than a single commissioner." 
 
Before the appointments can be ratified, the Assembly will have to pass a Bill creating a Victims and 
Survivors Commission. 
 

Don't Miss . . .

Belfast Telegraph 
Business Awards

Annual event 
celebrating the 
best of Ulster 
commerce 

Video: Miss NI
Melissa Patton 
talks about her 
life as a beauty 
queen

Belfast Fashion Week
City prepares for 
some catwalk 
glamour 

Video: Healy's hat-trick
David scores at 
Belfast 
Telegraph Sports 
Awards

John Laverty 
Kevin Keegan 
will win nothing 
at Newcastle

Net success
Young web 
designers 
honoured at 
ceremony

Video: Waxing Lyrical
Liam Neeson 
bids a fond 
farewell to 
Belfast theatre 

Gerard McCarthy
Maureen 
Coleman meets 
Belfast's own 
Hollyoaks star

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Community Telegraph 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3382250.ece (1 of 4)29/01/2008 10:32:06

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12015956?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/northwest-edition/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-telegraph/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/media-kit/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3382250.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3382250.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3382250.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3382250.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-awards
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-awards
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3369757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3360205.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3360076.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/premiership/article3359663.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/article3348554.ece?A=22432423
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3336595.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3337039.ece
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/


The work starts now, says new Victims Commission - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

❍     Sunday Life

❍     Ireland's Saturday Night

❍     Community Telegraph

Mr Paisley, however, said he wanted the four commissioners-designate to sit down together and agree a 
work plan. 
 
 
 
Mr McGuinness said legal advice confirmed they were within their rights to appoint a commission instead of 
a single commissioner and they had also sought the approval of the Commissioner for Public Appointments 
in Northern Ireland, Felicity Huston, before acting. 
 
Included in the £33m allocation for victims is £6m of new money announced by Finance Minister Peter 
Robinson in the final draft of the budget. 
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