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Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence 

BY Staff reporter 

12/06/08 

A detective rehear-sed evidence he gave at the landmark Omagh civil action, it was claimed in court yesterday. 

 

A barrister accused Detective Sergeant Gerard McGrath of meticulously reading the transcript from a trial 

against a suspected terrorist to highlight inconsistencies in his testimony. 

 

Colm Murphy was jailed in connection with the Omagh bombing in 2002 after a trial in the Special Criminal 
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Court. His conviction was later overturned. 

 

Dermot Fee QC, for Murphy in the civil case, claimed Mr McGrath was attempting to tie in what he said 

yesterday with evidence he had given previously. 

 

“It’s approximately five to six years since I gave that evidence,” the garda said. 

 

“It was for the purpose of refreshing my memory.” 

 

Mr Fee asserted that Mr McGrath had rehearsed his testimony by getting access to the transcript. 

 

“You went through it meticulously, highlighting evidence that you gave and pointing out any inconsistencies or 

difficulties,” Mr Fee said. 

 

“You identified areas which may cause you difficulty or areas of conflict.” 

 

“That’s not necessarily the case,” Mr McGrath replied. 

 

“I’m trying to refresh my memory and that’s the purpose of it.” 

 

The case, which has sat for nine days in Dublin’s District Court, will return to the city in September to take 

testimonies from a small remaining number of gardai. 

 

The £14 million groundbreaking action by six families is the first time the victims of terrorism have confronted 

alleged perpetrators and the first time evidence from a Northern Ireland case has been heard in the Republic. 

 

The RIRA bomb on August 15 1998 was Northern Ireland’s worst atrocity, killing 29 people including a 

pregnant woman with twins. 

 

Michael McKevitt, alleged RIRA leader; Liam Campbell, said to be his number two; Murphy; Seamus Mc-

Kenna and Seamus Daly all deny any involvement. 

 

Murphy was sentenced to 14 years for conspiracy to cause an explosion, but had his conviction overturned 

following claims two gardai – detectives John Fahy and Liam Donnell – lied during his trial. 

 

A jury was later directed to find the detectives not guilty of perjury, forgery and using a forged document on 

grounds that the forged interview notes and technical analysis of them were inadmissible. 

 

Throughout yesterday’s hearing, Mr McGrath disputed Mr Fee’s accusations. 

 

The barrister claimed replies allegedly given by Murphy during interviews were nonsense, fiction invented by 

the gardai, factually wrong and added a cloak of authenticity to garda suspicions. 

 

He also argued that officers showed a lack of basic interrogation skills by not sustaining interviews after an 
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apparent breakthrough and that there were defects in the exchange of information and retention of 

documentation. 

 

Referring to allegations that Murphy admitted knowing his mobile phone was used by those responsible for the 

bombing, Mr Fee said the line was a deliberate and calculated addition to the interview to implicate his client. 

 

“I disagree with that,” Mr McGrath said. 

 

Mr Fee claimed no memorandum of the alleged admission existed at the time or was passed on to Mr Fahy and 

Mr Donnell, who subsequently interviewed Murphy. 

 

“I handed it in to the incident room,” he said.

 
 
Related Stories

●     Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence 

●     Omagh accused ‘told gardai that loss of life was disaster’ 

●     Mugshot stood out because of format, Omagh trial told 

●     McKevitt’s High Court secret files fight fails 

●     Omagh case told of phone firm’s aid 

●     Omagh judge call for public hearings 

●     Omagh trial to last into autumn 

●     McKevitt loses fight over FBI evidence 

●     Family of war crash survivor in poignant visit 

●     Accused ‘had suspected bomb-making parts at home’ 

Print        back to top 
 
  

Bookmark: Delicious Digg reddit Facebook StumbleUpon 

 

 Email this story 

 
  
  

print advertising | media pack | online advertising | privacy statement | about us | contact us | subscribe | login | archives | sitemap | careers | home 
 

 

http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html (3 of 3)13/06/2008 10:33:16

http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/28/588828_346718412585Omaghaccu.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/29/588920_346826765401Mugshotst.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/9/587213_344819106370McKevitt.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/4/16/585366_342653352957Omaghcase.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/4/11/584915_342125556226Omaghjudg.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/17/587910_345638167101Omaghtria.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/7/587077_344659402930McKevittl.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/3/589268_347236774825Familyof.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/5/30/589024_346949271577Accused.html
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html&title=Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html&title=Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html&title=Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/6/12/590118_348239252925Omaghgard.html&title=Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
http://www.irishnews.com/printadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/mediapack.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/onlineadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/privacyst.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/aboutus.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/contact.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/subscribe.asp?tsub=sub
http://www.irishnews.com/login.asp?tlog=log
http://www.irishnews.com/search.asp?tser=ser
http://www.irishnews.com/sitemap.asp
http://irishnews.erecruit.co.uk/erecruit/company/jobs.do
http://www.irishnews.com/

	irishnews.com
	Irish News: NEWS: Omagh garda accused of rehearsing evidence 


	BLLKOIOKHOHNLKPPCHMMHCONBMKCGHHP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: ser
	f2: fhome
	f3: search
	f4: AW
	f5: 'Exclude', 'Notices'
	f6: 01 January 1996
	f7: 13 June 2008
	f8: 

	f9: 

	form2: 
	f1: 




