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Judge in warning over Omagh case

The Omagh bomb civil action must not become a private trial, the judge said today during legal 
discussion on what evidence should be heard in open court. 

“This is a public trial and I need to make sure it doesn’t turn into a private trial,” said Mr Justice 
Morgan.  
 
He was responding to a submission at Belfast High Court from Lord Brennan QC, representing the 
Omagh families seeking millions of pounds in redress from the five men they believe to have been 
behind the Real IRA bombing which killed 29 people on August 1998.  
 
The men named in the action are: alleged Real IRA leader Michael McKevitt, his alleged No 2 Liam 
Campbell, Seamus McKenna, Colm Murphy and Seamus Daly.  
 
All have denied responsibility and while four have instructed lawyers to fight their case, Campbell chose 

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.htm (2 of 5)11/04/2008 12:44:50

http://www.ireland.com/ancestor/
http://www.ireland.com/training/
http://www.ireland.com/mobile/
http://www.ireland.com/readeroffers/
http://www.ireland.com/feeds/rss/
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0409/index.html
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0409/index.html
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/index.htm
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/irish.htm
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/business.htm
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/world.htm
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/sports.htm
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/quiz/
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0411/index.html
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0411/index.html


ireland.com - Breaking News - Judge in warning over Omagh case

to ignore the proceedings.  
 
None of the men are present and two are in jail in the south on unconnected terrorist matters.  
 
The court today tried to decide what evidence should be delivered by witnesses call, how much by 
statements read to the court and how much could be left for the judge to read when he considers his 
verdict.  
 
Lord Brennan said the case was a matter of the “utmost gravity” and should be on the public record.  
 
Brian Fee, QC, representing McKenna said : “We will indicate any witnesses whose statement can 
simply be read, any witness statements which can simply be taken as read and any witness we want 
called.” 

The case is expected to take some eight weeks to be completed and Mr Fee said the lawyers would 
attempt to work together to minimise the number of witnesses to be called so as not to “waste the court’s 
time”.  
 
After an adjournment during which the legal teams consulted, they returned and the statements of four 
witnesses were read into the record. 

People in Omagh on the day of the bombing spoke of seeing the car in which the bomb later exploded 
being driven slowly in the town’s Market Street some time earlier.  
 
Darren Gray, assistant manager in a shop in the street, recalled seeing the maroon Vauxhall Cavalier 
being parked and a man getting out and closing the driver’s door “very gently”.  
 
Another shopkeeper who was driving away from the town when he got stuck behind the Cavalier said: “I 
had to slow up, it was driving slowly causing me some degree of frustration”.  
 
The case was adjourned until Monday. 

PA  

© 2008 ireland.com

Email to a Friend | Email to Author |  Print this Page 

ireland.com TV - News

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.htm (3 of 5)11/04/2008 12:44:50

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89_pf.html
http://player.kamera.com/irishtimes/index.html


ireland.com - Breaking News - Judge in warning over Omagh case

●     

50 immigrants suffocate in lorry

View video 

Article Tools
Email to a Friend  Print this Page 
Email to Author  Post to Newsvine 
 Post to del.icio.us  

 

Most popular stories

●     Most Read
●     Most Emailed

1.  Concern for missing BBC presenter
2.  Could the 26 ever really become the 32?
3.  Gardai say Livingstone entitled to 'full presumption of innocence'
4.  Keane enjoys dining at the top table
5.  Archbishop criticises Catholics who pick schools to avoid diversity

Based on usage over last 24 hours

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.htm (4 of 5)11/04/2008 12:44:50

http://player.kamera.com/irishtimes/index.html?serialid=28828
http://player.kamera.com/irishtimes/index.html?serialid=28828
http://player.kamera.com/irishtimes/index.html?serialid=28828
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89_pf.html
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.html
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.html&title=Judge%20in%20warning%20over%20Omagh%20case
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0408/breaking30.html?via=mr
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/opinion/2008/0410/1207764107046.html?via=mr
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/frontpage/2008/0410/1207780049767.html?via=mr
http://www.ireland.com/sports/soccer/2008/0410/1207839463727.html?via=mr
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/frontpage/2008/0411/1207859143868.html?via=mr


ireland.com - Breaking News - Judge in warning over Omagh case

Your Vote
Should mediation be considered in an effort to end 
criminal feuding in Limerick?

Yes No

 Archive
Click a date to view the paper on that 
day 

M T W T F S S

Breaking News

Weather Ireland
TODAY TOMORROW SUNDAY

3-10 °C 4-10 °C 4-11 °C 

Breaking news alert
The Irish Times Breaking News Alert, a lunchtime (GMT) roundup of breaking news 5 days a week to 
your mailbox. 
» Click here to subscribe

Images of the Day
The day's best pictures chosen by The Irish Times picture editor.

© 2008 ireland.com

●     About us | 
●     Privacy policy | 
●     Help | 
●     Contact us | 
●     Advertise | 
●     Terms & conditions | 
●     Site map

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.htm (5 of 5)11/04/2008 12:44:50

http://www.ireland.com/breakingnews

http://www.ireland.com/weather/
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breakingnews.alert/
http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breakingnews.alert/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/images/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/images/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/images/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/images/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/images/
http://www.ireland.com/about/copyright/
http://www.ireland.com/about/
http://www.ireland.com/about/privacy/
http://www.ireland.com/about/help/
http://www.ireland.com/about/contact/
http://www.ireland.com/mediakit/
http://www.ireland.com/about/terms_conditions/
http://www.ireland.com/about/map/

	ireland.com
	ireland.com - Breaking News - Judge in warning over Omagh case


	JNCENMJOKFFGBDLHMDJJPOMEDJPKABMI: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: listresults
	f2: datedesc
	f3: 

	f4: Search
	f5: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: Judge in warning over Omagh case
	f2: The Omagh bomb civil action must not become a private trial, the judge said today during legal discussion on what evidence should be heard in open court.
	f3: http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.html


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: f583125a5dcbef05eab0a1db2a919d88
	f2: Judge in warning over Omagh case
	f3: 
	f4: news@irish-times.com
	f5: http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0410/breaking89.html


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: yesnopoll
	f2: 356
	f3: 8277
	f4: Off

	f5:  Vote 
	f6: 
	f7: 




