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Former Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble today denounced as “offensive” a proposal to offer financial compensation of £12,000 to the family of every one of the 3,700 
people killed in the Northern Ireland Troubles. 

The payment was proposed by the Eames-Bradley Consultative Group on the Past. It suggested the payment be made to the next-of-kin of all victims, even if those killed 
were involved in paramilitary shootings and bombings. 

Lord Trimble said today while he could understand the reasoning behind the proposal, he objected to the idea that money could make up for the loss of a loved one. 

Financial compensation is already available to victims of violence from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme, and money is being paid out on a discretionary basis by 
the Memorial Fund set up 10 years ago. 

The compensation package is part of a blueprint due to be unveiled next week aimed at promoting peace and reconciliation, which will cost £300 million (€319 million) and is 
to be financed by the British and Irish governments. 

The proposals will address such matters as providing information for the bereaved on how and why their loves ones were killed, tackling sectarianism, providing support for 
victims and bereaved, and investigating past killings. 

Former Church of Ireland primate Lord Eames and former vice-chairman of the policing board, Denis Bradley, who head the group are determined to press ahead with their 
proposals. They discussed them with British prime minister Gordon Brown on Thursday. They argued that the £12,000 payment was justified because the issue of a 
“hierarchy of victims” must be put aside. 

The proposal has generated huge anger from unionist politicians in particular. DUP First Minister Peter Robinson portrayed the proposal as a “betrayal of innocent victims”, 
while DUP junior minister Jeffrey Donaldson queried how could there be a comparison between Thomas Begley who was killed planting the Shankill bomb and the nine 
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people he killed in that attack. 

This morning, Lord Trimble told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme: “What the victims of the Troubles want is, first of all, to be remembered and, secondly, they want to feel 
that what they suffered was not in vain — that their sacrifice helped to build a better, safer, more democratic future for the people of Northern Ireland. 

“To come forward first with money is offensive.” 

Lord Trimble acknowledged that the idea of giving compensation to the families of those responsible for violence in Northern Ireland, as well as their victims, was difficult 
for the community to accept and had not gone down well with most unionists. 

But he added: “The fact that a family member joined a paramilitary organisation and engaged in acts of terrorism and maybe was killed as a result of that - it is possible to 
look at the family members and say that they themselves were not engaged in terrorism." 

Under the Eames-Bradley plan, all current inquiries will be concluded, and there will be no future inquiries. This, if accepted by the British and Irish governments, would 
undermine the campaign by the Omagh families for a cross-Border tribunal of inquiry into the 1998 Real IRA bombing. 

Michael Gallagher of the Omagh Support and Self-Help Group said he was dismayed by the suggestion that there would be no further public inquiries, as he believed such an 
inquiry represented the only means to establish all the circumstances surrounding the Omagh bomb.  
 
Victims’ group FAIR spokesman Willie Frazer said the report was aimed at “sanctioning the work of terrorists” and “rewriting history”. 

ADVERTISEMENT

  

Latest »  
15:53Actress jobs disappear after age of 40, report claims 
15:50Kildare County Council to lay off 79 people 
15:49Man released wthout charge in cannabis inquiry 
15:43No decision yet on date for Lisbon vote, says Cowen 
15:36Woman to take Supreme Court deportation challenge 
15:228,000 NI patients' medical records missing 
15:18Call for limits on vitamin levels in food products 
15:17Keane set for return to action at Wigan 

Popular Stories  
Most Read 
Most Emailed 

1Bank seeks possession of ex-Smart CEOs Kildare home 
2Regulator investigates Quinn disposal of 10% stake in Anglo 
3Time for Quinn to come clean on Anglo Irish Bank saga 
4Ulster Bank job losses may be 'first of thousands' 
5Taoiseach willing to push back deadline on cutbacks 

1Predictive texting 'as Gaeilge' now available 
2US woman gives birth to octuplets 
3Time for Quinn to come clean on Anglo Irish Bank saga 
4Bank seeks possession of ex-Smart CEOs Kildare home 
5Cambridge library's first female librarian 

Your Vote » 
« Yes 
No » 
Results 
Are you confident negotiations with the social partners can deliver an economic recovery plan? 

Crossword Club » 

Today's Interactive Irish Times Crosaire and Simplex crosswords, plus 10 years of crossword archive.

Page 3 of 5Trimble rejects 'offensive' Troubles payment plan - The Irish Times - Sat, Jan 24, 2009

27/01/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2009/0124/breaking14.html



ADVERTISEMENT

 

Sudoku » 

Download and print the daily Irish Times sudoku grid 

Who’s the daddy?Sabine Durrant talks to Richard Collier about the long-lasting effects of fatherhood's extraordinary and messy revolution.

Video ArchiveHistoric addresses to the Houses of the Oireachtas 

Employment, emigration and compromiseIt looked like they would never have it so good, but all has changed utterly for last year’s third-
level 

Reimagining Ireland’s neutralityPlaywright Conall Quinn creates an alternative Irish history, and raises some bold questions, in The 
Death of Harry Leon. 

Fantasy Six NationsSign up and be in with a chance in win a holiday worth €5000 in our free Six Nations fantasy game 

ADVERTISEMENT  
CLASSIFIED

Homes 

44 Abington, Malahide, Co. Dublin Price: €3,800,000 
 
Bedrooms: 7See More » 
Jobs 

Select your categories

Ads by Google

Emerald Ancestors 
Northern Irish Records Birth, Marriage, Death & Census. 
www.EmeraldAncestors.com 

Wedding Photography 
Wedding Photography in Northern Ireland. 
www.mattsymons.com 

Royal in Dublin 
Book here now and save up to 70% at the Royal in 
Dublin. ABTA Member 
www.TravelRepublic.co.uk/Royal 

Page 4 of 5Trimble rejects 'offensive' Troubles payment plan - The Irish Times - Sat, Jan 24, 2009

27/01/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2009/0124/breaking14.html



 

Next » 
Cars 

A brilliant all-rounder from Opel arrives at exactly the wrong time 
 
Find » 
Dating 

I am a  Looking for a  Located Only with photos: Next » 

© 2009 irishtimes.com 

Company information 
Privacy policy 
Help 
Contact us 
Advertise 
Terms & Conditions 

Accountancy
Architecture / Design
Banking & Financial Services
Construction
Customer Service, Call Centres & Languages

Man Woman All

Page 5 of 5Trimble rejects 'offensive' Troubles payment plan - The Irish Times - Sat, Jan 24, 2009

27/01/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2009/0124/breaking14.html


