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Omagh families want Spanish judge to have a role in 
inquiry

By Alan Murray 
Sunday June 01 2008

Relatives of the Omagh bomb victims have asked the Spanish 
government to nominate a retired judge to serve on the cross-
border public inquiry they are campaigning to have established.

A letter has been sent to Maria Fernandez at Spain's Ministry of the 
Interior in Madrid asking her to consider selecting a retired Spanish 
judge to oversee any inquiry set up to examine the circumstances 
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surrounding the devastating Omagh attack which killed 29 people 
and unborn twins.

Ms Fernandez is Deputy Director General for Support for Victims of 
Terrorism in Spain and met with Michael Gallagher and some other 
Omagh families during a recent trip they made to the Spanish 
capital.

In a letter sent by the Omagh Support and Self Help Group, Michael Gallagher says that the families have 
been campaigning to have a public inquiry set up to examine the Omagh bombing.

"When the time arrives that the motion for a cross-border public inquiry is passed, it is important that an 
international judge be part of the process to ensure the inquiry is fair and effective. 

"As Fernando Blasco, Baselga and Rocio Abad Ramos were both from Madrid and were killed in the bomb, 
the international representative should be Spanish. A retired judge or legal representative with judicial and 
investigative experience would be suitable for the position.

"Due to the connection between Spain and Omagh, the families represented by Omagh Support and Self 
Help Group are formally requesting that a judge from Spain be involved in the cross border public inquiry", 
the letter states.

Michael Gallagher said yesterday that even though neither the British nor Irish Governments had agreed to 
set up a cross border inquiry he felt it was important to be prepared for that eventuality and for the Spanish 
government to have an input into any inquiry.

"At the moment people are saying there is no mechanism for a cross-border inquiry but we feel that when 
governments choose to do something they create the mechanism that is needed at the time.

"Four appointments of the Victims Commissioner were illegal but the Government found a mechanism to 
make them legal and our civil action has seen a court in Belfast moving to Dublin for the first time and 
taking evidence, so it proves that a cross border institution can be made to work in the interests of all those 
affected by the Omagh bomb,'' he said.

"Let us now see an example of co-operation across Europe. The nomination of a Spanish judge would take 
that forward. The families are not standing still and we are working to bring this forward at different levels. 
We want the Spanish government to have an input to any inquiry and give their support.''

Tomorrow afternoon representatives from the families will meet the junior minister Jeffrey Donaldson at 
Stormont to lobby for the establishing of a cross-border inquiry.

- Alan Murray
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