SHAPING OUR
CONSTITUTIONAL FUTURE

CALLING FOR A CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY
THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 7PM
THE CELTIC SUITE, CUSACK STAND, CROKE PARK
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MARTINA DEVLIN ¢ NIALL MURPHY ¢ PROFESSOR COLIN HARVEY ¢ PATRICIA MACBRIDE
DR SEAMUS MCGUINNESS ¢ SENATOR FRANCES BLACK ¢ AILBHE SMYTH ¢ PADDY CULLIVAN

A CONVERSATION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF IRELAND
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What is the background of Ireland’s
Future?

Ireland’s Future is a national rights based
advocacy group which has emerged from
a series of initiatives to highlight the denial
of rights in the north of Ireland and the anti-
democratic imposition of Brexit.

In the last 12 months & since our ‘Beyond
Brexit: Ireland’s Future’' convention at the
Waterfront centre in Belfast last January,
we have developed into a network across
Ireland & the Irish diaspora.

What was the context to the recent letter to
an Taoiseach?

This open letter to an Taoiseach has been
signed by almost 1100 Irish citizens from
across Ireland & the Diaspora who are giving
expression to their deeply held concerns
about the negative repercussions Brexit
will have for our country, the Good Friday
Agreement, & the peace process.

They reflect a deeper discussion already
happeninginlirelandabout future constitutional
change & Irish unity.

Letter Overview

More than 1,000 prominent citizens from
across lIreland and abroad have signed a
petition urging the Taoiseach to establish a
Citizens' Assembly to discuss the potential
for new constitutional arrangements for
Ireland.

They include actor Adrian Dunbar, director
Jim Sheridan, Mayor of Boston Marty Walsh,
writer Eoin Colfer, poets Paula Meehan
and Theo Dorgan, musicians Christy
Moore, Frances Black and Sharon Shannon,
and commentators Fintan O'Toole and
Martina Devlin.

Other signatories include ‘Game of Thrones'
actor Art Parkinson and ‘Love Hate' actor
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John Connors, economist David McWilliams,
book festival curator Sian Smyth, GAA
figures Peter Canavan, DJ Carey and Davy
Fitzgerald, former Titanic Quarter chief
executive David Gavaghan, Dublin Airport
Operations Manager David Finn, “Together
for Yes' campaigner Ailbhe Smyth and
concert promoter Peter Aiken.

Those supporting the initiative are drawn
from all 32 counties of Ireland and represent
a range of professions.

The debate has been triggered by Brexit, but
other factors include demographic trends
in the North, changing attitudes to social
reforms and rights, and recognition that an
agreed Ireland can offer people from every
tradition an enhanced future.

A Citizens' Assembly?

Our letter asks the Taoiseach to convene a
citizens’' assembly to enable a structured
discussion about managing future consti-
tutional and political change in our country.

We think the Irish Government should take
the lead in that work. A Citizens' Assembly
is a trusted mechanism to assess public
attitudes towards proposals.

That's the view of many prominent people in
Irish civic life.

The significance of the diversity of these
signatories should not be missed. They
demonstrate a public mood north & south, &
further afield.

We are living through extraordinary times
of political upheaval and economic flux.
Consider the chaos in Britain. We in Ireland
can be better than that.

It's time for a new national discussion about
our shared future in Ireland.
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CONSTITUTIONAL FUTURE

CALLING FOR A CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY
THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 7PM

Clar

19:00 Teaand Coffee

19:15 Introduction and Welcome

Senator Frances Black i |
LT
19:30 Paddy Cullivan ; _
Audio-visual presentation Martina Devlin

19:45 Paneland Discussion
Chair Martina Devlin

Panel Professor Colin Harvey
(QUB School of Law)

Dr Seamus McGuinness
(Economic and Social Research Institute)

Ailbhe Smyth
(Effecting a campaign for
constitutional change)

Patricia MacBride
(Former Victims Commissioner,
lawyer and commentator)

Closing Remarks

Niall Murphy
(Solicitor and Ireland'’s Future co-ordinator)

IRELAND ’ S FUTURE Dr Seamus McGuinness PatriciavMacBride
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The Irish Times, Monday 4 November 2019, page 8

Dialogue on reunification of
Ireland now ‘centre stage’

Freya
McClements
Backround

Brexit ‘changed
everything’ and dialogue
on reunification of Ireland
now ‘centre stage’

In 2017, Niall Murphy found
himself having the same
conversation over and

over again.

There was a “recurring
theme” around the denial
of rights in the North - “the
very explicit frustrations
within the nationalist
community in terms of
how politics was being
conducted”.

“It was what I was hearing
in the school car park when
I'was dropping my children
at school, it was what I was
hearing in court before the
judge came out, it was what
I'was hearing at the sideline
of a football pitch.”

One of Belfast’s best-known
solicitors, he did what
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solicitors do — he wrote a
letter. That first
communication, in
December 2017, was an
open letter in the Irish
News from 200 Northern
nationalists to the
Taoiseach urging him to
“give voice” to concerns
around Brexit, the collapse
of powersharing at
Stormont and the
undermining of rights.

The group, Ireland’s
Future, write again in
today’s Irish Times. Ina
letter signed by more than
1,000 people - two-thirds
in the Republic of Ireland
—they appeal to Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar to begin a
conversation “about our
shared future on the island
of Ireland”.

“The Government needs to
plan for this,” they write.

Irish diaspora

The signatures are drawn
from all sections of civic
society, North and South,
and among the Irish
diaspora. Deliberately,
there are no elected
political representatives.
Murphy stresses that the

(.

group is not party political,
nor nationalist, and instead
is a coalition of individuals
who share a concern about
rights —not least those

of Irish citizens in the
North post-Brexit - and
the conversation around
constitutional change on
thisisland.

About 20 people are at the
core of Ireland’s Future;
while Murphy is the
spokesman, they include
Gerry Carlile, Conor
Patterson, Anna McHugh,
Brian Feeney, Fachtna

O Ceallaigh, Martina
Devlin, Niall Keenan, Brian
Loughran, Louise Clarke,
Prof Colin Harvey, Tony
Shivers, Frances Black,
Paddy Cullivan, Patricia
Mac Bride, Maighréad

Ni Chonghaile, Chris
Donnelly, Lorcan Collins
and Brendan Mulgrew.

“We think, respectfully,”
says Murphy, “that this
correspondence and the
signatories to it represent
aholistic overview of an
island’s view that we need
to talk.

“What’s wrong with
conversation, what’s wrong
with planning, what’s
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wrong with having a plan?
The most appropriate
way to do thatis througha
Citizens’Assembly.”

Brexit

The context to this is,

of course, Brexit. It has
“changed everything”,

the letter states; among
the consequences are that
the “discussion about the
reunification of Ireland has
moved centre stage”.

Any Border poll should not
be the “knee jerk that was
the Brexit referendum”,
stresses Murphy. Instead
they want “mature,

@

The Irish Times, Monday 4 November 2019, page 8

reasoned debate informed
by the leaders of the State”.

“We want to avoid the
madness that has convulsed
Britain’s body politic.
Britain did not prepare,
Britain put a flippant
notion to an unprepared
society and we feel that
there are demographic

and economic imperatives
which are going to arise
which should be planned
and prepared for rather
than responded to on anad
hoc fashion.”

Within this, says Murphy, it
isimportant that unionist
concerns are heard.
Privately, conversations are
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happening, “and whereas
there might not be the
confidence to articulate
that out loud yet, we need
to create a space where that
can be done sensitively and
constructively”.

“Ultimately, in a new
Ireland unionism is going
to be there, they’re our
neighbours, they own this
place too, and they need to
be accommodated,”

he says.

“Twould like to hear awarm
embrace for the unionist

tradition in an all-island
constitutional entity.”

Prof Colin Harvey is one of more than

1,000 signatures on an open letter to

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. Photograph:
Laura Davison/Pacemaker Press
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A new Ireland? 1,000
leading people call on
Varadkar to lead change

Representatives of civic society seek
dialogue on constitutional future of island
of Ireland

More than 1,000 representatives of civic society
acrosslrelandandamongthe diaspora have signed
an open letter to Taoiseach Leo Varadkar calling
for a “new conversation” about the constitutional
future of the island of Ireland.

The letter also asks for the formation of a Citizens'
Assembly to reflect “the views of citizens North
and South”, and welcomes the discussions it
says are taking place among unionists about their
future place on theisland.

The letter, written by the Ireland’s Future group,
and the full list of signatories are published in
today's Irish Times.

In the context of the “flux” created by Brexit and
subsequent conversations about the reunification
of Ireland, they point out that a majority in
Northern Ireland voted to remain in the EU.

“It is the responsibility of the Government to
ensure that the democratic wishes and rights
of lIrish citizens are respected and protected,
regardless of where they live on the island,” the

letter states.

Democratic change

“Let's have a discussion on how this can be
achieved. We would urge you to start this process,
based on the vision of democratic change set
out in the Good Friday [Belfast] agreement. Start
planning now.”

The same group organised the Beyond Brexit
— The Future of Ireland conference which was
attended by more than 1,500 people in Belfast
in January.
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POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT
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EO Varadkar has been urged

to establish a citizens assem-

bly to look at ways of building

broad support for a united
Ireland.

The call comes today from civic na-
tionalist group Ireland’s Future in an
open letter to the taoiseach, signed
by 1,000 leading figures from across
the island and beyond.

Those endorsing the letter’s mes-
sage, which is published in The Irish
News, include commentator Fin-
tan O’Toole, Boston mayor Marty
Walsh, economist David McWilliams,
concert promoter Peter Aiken, and
businessman David Gavaghan, the
former head of Stormont’s Strategic
Investment Board.

It has also been signed by well-
known names from the worlds of
sport, entertainment, academia and
media, including former Kilkenny
AllHreland-winning hurling captain
DJ Carey, Republic of Ireland soc-
cer international James McClean,
and Fermanagh-born actor Adrian
Dunbar.

Previous letters the group has
sent to Mr Varadkar have called on

ELECTION

\

Citizens asse!
plan for unite

VA

SIGNATORIES: From left, economics commentator David McW
James McClean and actor Adrian Dunbar

the taoiseach to ensure the rights of
Irish citizens in the north are main-
tained in the face of Brexit and the
absence of devolved institutions.

However, the latest letter, which
will also appear in today’s Irish
Times, has a wider selection of signa-
tures from the Republic and the dias-
pora than previous incarnations.

Today’s letter again stresses the
need for Dublin to “ensure the dem-
ocratic wishes and rights of Irish cit-
izens are respected and protected,
regardless of where they live on the
island”.

But it is coupled wit
direct appeal to the
ernment to “start pla
a united Ireland.

“Let’s have a disct
this can be achieve
states. “We would ury
this process based o
democratic change ¢
Good Friday Agreeme

Belfast lawyer and
ture co-ordinator Nial
“We need to plan for
the inevitabilities of
change and economic

Over to you, taoiseach

IT HAS been two years
since a broad range of
people from across civic
nationalism in the north
first came together amid
concern that their rights as
Irish and European citizens
were being eroded by Brexit
- a process being imposed
against their will. Initially,
200 people wrote to Leo
Varadkar, urging him to
protect their interests.
Since that initial letter in
late 2017, the conversation
among civic nationalism
has broadened, reflecting
a context of continued
instability and a growing

ANALYSIS

John
Manley

“The breadth of
support for the latest
letter demonstrates
that Irish unity is
increasingly part the
mainstream political
agenda, not just in
the north but across

belief that Irish unity
is now an achievable
goal.

There’s been input into
the conversation from
academics, politicians,
campaigners and
trades unionists,
among others.

The momentum has
been maintained

with a further letter,
signed by 1,000
people, coinciding
with last January’s
hugely

successful

Ireland”

Beyond Brexit event at

Belfast’s Waterfront
Hall, plus a similar
gathering in Newry
in May.
The letter to
the taoiseach
published today is
the latest step for
the groundswell
movement known
as Ireland’s Future.
It signals a switch
in emphasis and
ambition
for the
campaign,
taking its
message
across the
island and
into the
diaspora.

The
breadth of

support for the latest letter
demonstrates that Irish
unity is increasingly part
the mainstream political
agenda, not just in the
north but across

Ireland.

As well as reminding

the taoiseach of his
continued responsibilities
to Irish citizens north of
the border, it urges the
Dublin government to
take an active role in the
conversation about how
unity can be achieved and
what a unified Ireland might
look like.

Signatories such as
commentator Fintan
0O’Toole, economist

David McWilliams and
businessman David
Gavaghan bring gravitas
to the debate and show
that discussions about a
new Ireland are no longer
peripheral.
Acknowledging how the
issues of abortion reform
and same-sex marriage
took huge steps forward
on the back of discussions
in the Republic’s Citizens
Assembly, the letter urges
the Dublin government to
initiate a similar forum to
address the issue of
creating a new, agreed
Ireland.

Given Leo Varadkar and his
deputy Simon Coveney’s
professed desire to see
Ireland united, it’s difficult
to see how they could resist
such a reasonable and
sensible approach.

Over to you, Dublin.
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to the Fine Gael gov-
art planning now” for
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1 discussion on how
ichieved,” the letter
wld urge you to start
ased on the vision of
lange set out in the
jreement.”

er and Ireland’s Fu-
or Niall Murphy said:

“We can'’t replicate the ill-prepared
recklessness of the Brexit referen-
dum. We need to consult, converse,
plan, and prepare for Ireland’s
future.”

In January his year, thousands
gathered at the Ireland’s Future Be-
yond Brexit conference at Belfast’s
Waterfront Hall.

Attended by representatives from
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, alongside
the Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou Mc-

LETTER AND
SIGNATORIES
P10,11

orated modern nationalism, a cause
spurred by the UK’s departure from
the EU.

“Brexit has changed everything,”
the letter to the taoiseach says.

“The constitutional, political, so-
cial and economic status quo on
the island of Ireland is now in flux.
Discussion about the reunification of
Ireland has moved centre stage.”

The letter describes as a “welcome
development”, discussions about a
united Ireland that include debates
around “the place of unionists in it”".

“We ask the government to es-
tablish a citizens assembly reflect-
ing the views of citizens North and
South, or a forum to discuss the fu-
ture and achieve maximum consen-
sus on a way forward.”

Other signatories include Cork
hurling coach Diarmuid O’Sullivan,

lan for the future and Donald and her SDLP counterpart actor Ciaran McMenamin, author
ties of demographic Colum Eastwood, the event is seen Carlo Gébler, singer Christy Moore
Jnomic imperatives. as a watershed moment for areinvig-  and film director Jim Sheridan.

[] Acorn Stairlifts

Rl Regain the freedom of your home

NEXT DAY INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

"My stairlift has
made a massive life
changing difference.’

Mrs. Taylorson

Our safe and stylish stairlifts have
already changed hundreds of
thousands of lives the world over.
Let us change yours.

© No more struggling with the stairs

® Stay in the home you love

o For straight and curved staircases

® 365-day local service and support

® Indoor or outdoor models

solution to your problems with
the stairs.”

Dr Hilary Jones,
Medical Advisor to Acorn Stairlifts

0800 016 9695

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND QUOTE
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It has also written twice to the Taoiseach, the
first in December 2017, when more than 200
representatives of “civic nationalism” signed an
open letter to Mr Varadkar urging him to “give
voice" to concerns around Brexit, the collapse of
power-sharing at Stormont and the undermining
of rights.

Today's letter is signed by 1,088 Irish citizens
from across the academic, arts, business,
community, education, health, labour, law, media
and sports sectors on the island of Ireland and
among Irish diaspora in the United States, Canada
and Australia.

Two-thirds of the signatories are based in the
Republic of Ireland, and one-third in Northern
Ireland or abroad.

Among the high-profile supporters are actor
Adrian Dunbar, singers Frances and Mary Black
and Christy Moore, Ireland soccer player James
McClean and former Cork hurling star Donal
Og Cusack.

Wl

we 3 /‘

Signatory: Signatory:
Fintan O'Toole David McWilliams

Signatory: Singer and Politician Frances Black
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IRELAND’S FUTURE
A letter to An Taoiseach

Leo Varadkar

An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar TD
Oifig an Taoisigh
Tithe an Rialtais

Baile Atha Cliath 2

1st November 2019
A Thaoisigh,

We write to you as citizens to record our deep concerns about the negative repercussions
which Brexit will have for our country, for the Good Friday Agreement and for the peace
process.

Brexit has changed everything. The constitutional, political, social and economic status quo on
the island of Ireland is now in flux.

Discussion about the reunification of Ireland has moved centre stage. Many citizens are
already involved in formal and informal discussions about this. We believe that a new
conversation is now required about our shared future on the island of Ireland. The Government
needs to plan for this.

A clear majority of people in Ireland, both in this state and in the North, want to remain

in the European Union. The majority of citizens in the North voted to remain in the 2016
referendum. This includes many Unionists. In recent years a conversation about Ireland’s future,
and the place of Unionists in it, is publicly taking place among Unionists. This is a welcome
development.

Irish citizens should continue to enjoy the rights which accrue from membership of the
European Union, as well as the full protection of the European Court of Justice. It is the
responsibility of the Government to ensure that the democratic wishes and rights of Irish
citizens are respected and protected, regardless of where they live on the island.

Let’s have a discussion on how this can be achieved. We would urge you to start this process,
based on the vision of democratic change set out in the Good Friday Agreement. Start
planning now.

We ask the Government to establish a Citizens Assembly reflecting the views of citizens
North and South, or a Forum to discuss the future and achieve maximum consensus on a way
forward.

Is sinne le mérmheas

1 Samhain 2019
A Thaoisigh,

Tdimid ag scriobh chugat mar shaoranaigh lendr n-imni ollmhér a léiri6 faoi na himpleachtai
ditltacha atd i ndén dér dtir, do Chomhaontd Aoine an Chéasta agus don phréiseas siochdna
mar gheall ar an Bhreatimeacht.

Té gach rud athraithe de dheasca an Bhreatimeachta. Té an status quo in Eirinn ar
féithbhogadh maidir le cirsai bunreachtila, polaitidla, séisialta agus geilleagair.

Té an plé faoi athaontd na hEireann anois i lar an aonaigh. Té cuid mhér saorénach péirteach
cheana féin i ndiospéireachtai foirmedlta agus neamhfhoirmedlta i dtaca leis an dbhar.
Creidimid féin go bhfuil comhrd nua anois de dhith maidir lendr dtodhchai chomhroinnte ar
oiledn na hEireann. Is gé don Rialtas pleandil a dhéanamh mar gheall air sin.

Té tromlach de mhuintir na hEireann, sa stét seo agus 6 thuaidh, ag iarraidh fanacht san
Aontas Eorpach. Sa reifreann in 2016 chaith formhér na ndaoine a véta chun fanacht. Ina
measc sidd bhi roinnt mhaith aontachtéiri. Le blianta beaga anuas, ta plé ar bun i measc
aontachtéiri faoi thodhchai na hEireann agus faoina rél féin sa todhchai sin. Cuirtear féilte
roimhe sin.

Ba chéir go leanfar leis go mbeidh na cearta a bhaineann le ballraiocht an Aontais Eorpaigh,
go mbeidh na cearta sin ag saordnaigh Eireannacha feasta, chomh maith leis na cosainti a
bhaineann leis an Chirt Bhreithionais Eorpach a bheith acu. Té sé de dhualgas ar an Rialtas a
chinntiv go mbeidh meas ar mhianta daonlathacha saorénach Eireannach agus ar a gcearta;
agus go ndéanfar sin a chosaint beag beann ar an éit ar an oileén a bhfuil cénai orthu.

Biodh an comhrd againn faoin déigh leis sin a bhaint amach. Molaimid duit tis a chur leis
an phréiseas sin, bunaithe ar an fhis atd i gComhaonti Acine an Chéasta maidir le hathrg
daonlathach. Cuirtear tUs leis an phleandil anois.

larraimid ar an Rialtas Tiondl Saordnach a bhund chun tuairimi saordnach thuaidh agus theas
a léirig; sin né Féram a bhund indr féidir an todhchai a phlé chomh maith leis an déigh chun
an chomhthoil is mé a bhaint amach faoin bhealach chun cinn.

Is sinne le mérmheas,
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ACADEMIA

Phill Scraton, Antrim

Patricia Lundy, Antrim
Michael Pierse, Antrim
Johanna Devlin Trew, Anirim
Dr Margaret Ward, Antrim
Prof Paddy Hillyard, Antrim
Bill Rolsion, Antrim
Véranique Aliglas, Antrim
Eilish Rooney, Antrim

Dr Sean Mac Corraidh, Antrim
Dr Fionntdn de Brdn, Antrim
Sophia Hillen, Antrim

Dr Antaine 0 Donnaile, Armagh
Diarmuid 0'Connor, Canada
Loranne Vallely, Carlow
Crénan 0 Doibhlin, Cork

Niall Vallely, Cork

Alan Titley, Cork

Feilim 0 hAdmhaill, Cork
Déirdre 0'Byrne, Cork

Colin Harvey, Derry

Prof Mark McGovern, Derry
Liam 0 Duibhir, Donegal
Peter Doran, Down

Dr Niall Comer, Down

Dr John McMahon, Down
Ailbhe Smyth, Dublin

Martin McAndrew, Dublin
Jimmy Hill, Dublin

Liz Gillis, Dublin

Brian Hughes, Dublin

Conor Kostick, Dublin

Helen Litton, Dublin

Cuan 0 Seireaddin, Dublin
Honor 0Brolchain, Dublin
John Dorney, Dublin

Niall Gilmartin, Dublin

lan Leask, Dublin

Nicholas Dunne, Dublin

Kevin Tierney, Dublin

Cathal McCrory, Dublin
Finbar 0 Brolchdin, Dublin
Caroline 0'Sullivan, Dublin
Ann Largey, Dublin

Rory Hearne, Dublin

Darren McCann, Dublin
Orlagh Reynolds, Dublin
(Cillian Doyle, Dublin

Michael Murphy, Dublin
Katherine 0'Donnell, Dublin
Dr Eoin Flaherty, Dublin

Prof Michedl 0 Siochrd, Dublin
Caitriona Ni Cassaithe, Dublin
Mary McAuliffe, Dublin
Ursulo Barry, Dublin

Roisin Boyd, Dublin

Prof Michael Cronin, Dublin
Peter Mossey, Dundee, Scotland
Maura Sheehan, Edinburgh,
Scotland

Dr Meabh MacMahon, England
Conor McNamara, Galway
Cian McMahon, Galway
Ciaran 0'Neil, Galway
Donncha 0'Connell, Galway
Emeritus Terence McDonough,
Galway

Eithne Murphy, Galway

Pat Byrne, Galway

Micheline Sheehy Skeffington,
Galway

Patrick Mannix, Kerry

Kevin Flannery, Kerry

Claire 0'Connor, Kildare

Eoin Walsh, Kilkenny

Angus Mitchel, Limerick
Réisin Ni Chairbhi, Limerick
Ruan 0'Donnell, Limerick
Norah Campbell, Louth

Sarah Campbell, Louth
Joseph Bradley, Stirling, Scotland
Jucqueline 0'Reilly, Sussex, England
Alan Dalton, Sussex, England
Dr Orfhlaith Campbell, Vancouver,
Canada

Colum 0'Ruairc, Wicklow
Matt Diskin,

Mick 0'Brien, Dublin

Danielle McCartan-Quinn,

P6l Mac Stigbhard,

Dr Benjamin Dwyer, Dublin
Dr Darragh Flannery, Limerick
Jonathon Hannon, Galway

Dr Michael Carley, Dublin

ARTS

Brian Gordon Sinclair, Alliston,

Canada

Tony Devlin, Antrim
Stephen Rea, Antrim
Terry George, Antrim
Sean Murray, Antrim
Brendan J Byme, Antrim
Pearse Ellioft, Antrim
Brian Ferran, Antrim

Dr Conor Caldwell, Antrim
Michelle Devlin, Antrim
Seamus 0 Neill, Antrim
Neil Martin, Antrim

Donal 0Connor, Antrim
Andy McGibbon, Armagh
Brian Vallely, Armagh
Barry Kerr, Armagh
Seamus McGarvey, Armagh

Declan McKerr, Armagh

Fiach Moriarty, Carlow

Theo Dorgan, Cork

Lelia Doolan, Cork

Karan Casey, Cork

Tadhg Hickey, Cork

Gerry Murphy, Cork

Tina Neylon, Cork

John Spillane, Cork

Paddy Cullivan, Dublin
Dominic Mac Giolla Bhride, Donegal
Maighréad Ni Mhaonaigh, Donegal
Sonia Nic Giolla Easbuig, Donegal
Art Parkinson, Donegal
Padraig Parkinson, Donegal
Liam O Cuinneagdin, Donegal
Conor Malone, Donegal

John Nee, Donegal

Margo Gorman, Donegal
Gerard McSorley, Donegal
Ray Giffen, Down

Tommy Sands, Down

John Connors, Dublin

Cait 0'Riordan, Dublin

Jim Sheridan, Dublin

Damien Dempsey, Dublin
Frances Black, Dublin

Filis Ni Duibhne, Dublin

Lia Mills, Dublin

Carlo Gébler, Dublin
Catherine Dunne, Dublin
Fintan Vallely, Dublin

Paula Meehan, Dublin

Robin Smith, Dublin

Michael 0Brien, Dublin
Finbar Brady, Dublin

Robert Ballagh, Dublin
Michedl 0 Doibhlin, Dublin
Paul McCabe, Dublin

Felim Egan, Dublin

Donal 0'Kelly, Dublin

Grace Dyas, Dublin

Brian Teeling, Dublin

Terry McMahon, Dublin

Alice Hanratty, Dublin

Eugene McEldowney, Dublin
Cormac Lonergan, Dublin
Donal Lunny, Dublin

Mary Black, Dublin

Ciaran Clifford, Dublin
Ruadhdn MacEoin, Dublin
Danny 0Reilly, Dublin

Nessa 0'Mahony, Dublin
Celia de Freine, Dublin

Jack Harte, Dublin

Enda Wylie, Dublin

Liz McKeane, Dublin

Sean 0'Reilly, Dublin

Pat Murphy, Dublin

Junet McLean, Dublin

Barra 0 Séaghdha, Dublin
Dean 0'Reilly, Dublin

Brian Brody, Dublin

Lorcan Hughes, Dublin
Diarmuid De Faoite, Galway
Margaretta D'Arcy, Galway
Peadar MacFhlannchada, Galway
Kevin Higgins, Galway

Ronan Browne, Galway
Nancy Cullivan, Galway

Tom Cullivan, Galway

Mary Coughlan, Galway
Patrick Neary, Galway

Niall 0'Donoghue, Kerry
Vincent Hyland, Kerry
Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh, Kerry
Christy Moore, Kildare

Darren Brerton, Kildare

Mary 0'Donnell, Kildare

Mick Dunne, Kildare

Pat Boran, Laois

Etdin Suibhne Nic Eochach, Leitrim
Alan Hayes, Limerick

Brian Cross, Limerick

Ronan Bennett, London
James McDonald, London
Alan McMonagle, Longford
Seamus Shevlin, Louth

Mary Geraghty, Mayo

Elaine Gallagher, Meath
Jimmy Smyth, Meath

Evelyn Conlon, Monaghan
John McArdle, Monaghan
David Marron, Monaghan
Shay Black, San Francisco, USA
Michael Black, San Francisco, USA
Josephine Brogan, San Francisco,
UsA

Oliver McElhone, San Francisco, USA
Rose McElhone, San Francisco, USA
Jimmy Carton, Toronto, Canada
Conor Grimes, Tyrone

Chris McMullan, Tyrone

Philomena Begley, Tyrone

Justin McGurk, Tyrone

Peter Sirr, Waterford

Eoin Colfer, Wexford

Rondn 0 Snodaigh, Wicklow
Phelim Drew, Wicklow

John Treacy, Anirim

Macola Vonga, Donegal

James 0'Connor, Laois

Eamonn Quinn, Louth

Brian Clancy, Tipperary

Aodhan 0Ceallaigh, Waterford
Irial 0°Ceallaigh, Waterford

Hine Ui Cheallaigh, Waterford
Mark Redmond, Wexford
Cormac Breathnach, Dublin
Joanne Spain, Dublin
Williom Sieghart, London
Jennifer Green, Louth
Brendan Berrill, Louth
Maurice Harron, Donegal
Brian Heavey, Meath

Patrick Freeman, Cork
Michael Rooney, Monaghan
John Connolly, Monaghan
Marie 0'Connor, Dublin
Gabriel Rosenstock, Dublin
Eithne Rosenstock, Dublin
Croine Magan, Dublin

Tim Pat Coogan, Dublin
Marcel Krueger, Louth

Aoife Scott, Dublin

Réisin 0, Dublin

Sharon Shannon, Clare
Francis P. Schott, New Jersey, USA
Ciaran McMenamin, Fermanagh
Adrian Dunbar, Fermanagh

BUSINESS

Conal Henry, Antrim
Gerard de Brun, Antrim
Dominic Kearns, Antrim
Tony Donnelly, Antrim
Declan Donnelly, Antrim
Ciaran McCavana, Antrim
Jim McLean, Antrim
Declan Teggart, Antrim
John Jones, Antrim

Eileen McCann, Antrim
Joseph Donnelly, Antrim
Ciaran Jordan, Antrim

Dr Fergus Jordan, Antrim
Michael Muldoon, Antrim
Martin McAuley, Antrim
Colm McCoy, Antrim
Gerard Carlile, Antrim
Tony Shivers, Antrim
Louise Keenan, Antrim
Cormac Mullan, Antrim
Paul Black, Antrim

David Gavaghan, Antrim
John McMahon, Antrim
Thomas Mallon, Armagh
Paddy Finn, Armagh
Gerard Davidson, Armagh
Louise McLaughlin, Armagh
Deirdre McCooey, Armagh
Conor Patterson, Armagh
Gerry 0'Reilly, Armagh
Alex 0'Donnell, Calgary, Canada
Leo McElwee, Canada
Catlinn Sivell, Canada
Neil Doherty, Canada
Glen Wheelan, Canada
Katy Rankin, Canada

Bill Heffernan , Canada
Seamus Keown, Canada
Aaron Kiernan, Canada
Liam Walsh, Canada
Declan Donnelly, Canada
Lindey McKee, Canada
Sean 0’Shea, Canada
Shaun Ruddy, Canada
Juck Murray, Canada
Catlin McKee, Canada

1.J Quigley, Canada
Lauren Scoff, Canada
Dennis Reinshorough, Canada
Veronica McDonald, Canada
Neil McDonnell, Canada
Rayna Sheridan, Canada
Kerry McDonald, Canada
Andrew Lawson, Canada
Saoirse Adams, Canada
Dianne Adams, Canada
John Molloy, Canada
Kimberly Studder, Canada
Billy McKnight, Canada
Aron Doherty, Canada
Joe Wilson, Canada

Judi Carlton, Canada

J.E Boland, Canada
Joseph McCabe, Canada
Craig McIntyre, Canada
Ciaran Canty, Canada
Jarleth Lyons, Canada
Pat McMcCorgan , Canada
Gerard Crowe, Canada
Brian R Farmer, Canada
John Joe 0'Donoghue, Canada
Barry Farmer, Canada

Dr Martin Meagher, Carlow
Martin Malone, Cavan
Dan 0'Donnell, Chicago, USA
Declan Morgan, Chicago, USA
Pat Hennesy, Clare

Colm Finn, Clare

Sheila Finn, Clare

Emma 0'Sullivan, Clare
Helga Marsella, Clare
Lou Marsella, Clare
David Kennedy, Cork
Angela Kennedy, Cork
Tony Kennedy, Cork
Sinead Ni Mhairtin, Cork
Claire McCarthy, Cork
Martin Mallon, Derry
Colum MNicholl, Derry
John McGowan, Derry
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David McLaughlin, Derry

Simon 0 Dowd, Derry

Alison Gilmore, Derry

Karen Young, Derry

Louise Clarke, Derry

Pat McVey, Derry

Patrick Gildea, Donegal

Juck Britton, Donegal

Liam Fullerton, Donegal

Tom Murray, Donegal

Gerald Roarty, Donegal

Sean Begley, Donegal

Danny Moore, Donegal

Dermot McErlean, Donegal

Hugh McCarron, Donegal

Jim McLaughlin, Donegal

Patrick Savage, Down

Sean Napier, Down

Ciaran Mackel, Down

Pauline Shields, Down

Brian Loughran, Down

Peter McEvoy, Down

Paul Proctor, Down

Jonathan McGarvey, Dublin
Juilanne Savage, Dublin
Maoliosa McHugh, Dublin
Fachtna 0'Cealluigh, Dublin
Darren 0'Rodaigh, Dublin

Frank Gleeson, Dublin

Kevin McCann, Dublin

Shane Lanigan, Dublin

Fergal Gaughran, Dublin

Louisa Loomes, Dublin

Joe Cosgrove, Dublin

Peter Aiken, Dublin

Gilliane Quinn, Dublin

Kevin Fyfe, Dublin

Chris Keenan, Dublin

Derek Doyle, Dublin

Habib Dridi, Dublin

Niall 0'Caollai, Dublin

Edward Ward, Dublin

Will Lynch, Dublin

Dermot Moran, Dublin

Joanne Moran, Dublin

Brian Brady, Dublin

Darren Ash, Dublin

ANlex Kiaru, Dublin

Declan Hoare, Dublin

Sean Monks, Dublin

Anthony Kavanagh, Dublin

Paul McKeagney, Fermanagh
Fergal Sherry, Fermanagh
Richard Grogan, Galway

Sean Pearse, Kerry

John Galvin, Kerry

Jerome Regan, Kerry

Jimmy Browne, Kerry

Pat 0'Driscoll, Kerry

Colman Kelliher, Kerry

Michael 0'Leary, Kerry

Don 0'Leary, Kerry

Michael Drinan, Kerry

Paddy Mahony, Kerry

Charles Kennedy, Kerry

Eddie Barrett, Kerry

Niall Flynn, Kildare

Andy Boud, Kildare

James Roche, Kildare

Dave Dwyer, Laois

) 0'Hara, Leitrim

Padraic White, Leitrim

Leona Finn, Limerick

Paula McKenna, Limerick

Aidan McGuckin, London
Margaret Finnegan, Louth

Peter Finnegan, Louth

Feidhlim Daly, Louth

Sean Gogarty, Louth

Alan Graham, Louth

Ulrika Wangner, Louth

Pat McGuinness, Louth

Derek Carrie, Louth

Orla Ni Chinneide, Louth

Ryan Daly, Monaghan

Jimmy McMahon, Monaghan
Owen McKenna, Monaghan

JP McMahon, Monaghan

Juckie Caulfield, Monaghan
Pdilin Ni Ruanaidh, Monaghan
Mackie Rooney, Monaghan
Kathleen Connolly, Monaghan
Raymond Watters, Monaghan
Sean Mackin, New York, USA
Philomena Mackin, New York, USA
Thomas Short, New York, USA
Gabriel McCaffrey, Ottowa, Canada
Paul Downey, San Francisco, USA
Paul McCann, San Francisco, USA
Peter Cooper, San Francisco, USA
Olivia Canniffe, San Francisco, USA
Mike 0'Brien, San Francisco, USA
Ciaran Scally, San Francisco, USA
Brian Early, San Francisco, USA
Ger Blanchfield, San Francisco, USA
Sean Carlin, San Francisco, USA
John Kehoe, San Francisco, USA
Gilbert Coyle, San Francisco, USA
Colleen Button, San Francisco, USA
Sara Coyle PE, San Francisco, USA
Fergal Clancy, San Francisco, USA

Eamonn Gormley, San Francisco, USA
Joe Duffy, San Francisco, USA
Seamus Canning, San Francisco, USA
Damien Mullan, San Francisco, USA
Eugene Daly, San Francisco, USA
Paul Campbell, San Francisco, USA
Kevin McHugh, San Francisco, USA
Nessa McNulty, Sligo

Pairick Doyle, Toronto, Canada
Oliver Meenagh, Tyrone
Hughie Mullan, Tyrone
Frankie Corey, Tyrone

John Connolly, Tyrone

Aidan Corey, Tyrone

Sean McElhation, Tyrone
Jumes Conlon, Tyrone
Johnny McGonagle, Tyrone
Niall Doran, Tyrone

Niall Keenan, Tyrone

Feargal Keenan, Tyrone
Jarlath Keenan, Tyrone

Des Keenan, Tyrone

Justin McAleer, Tyrone

Enda McGarrity, Tyrone

John McHugh, Tyrone

Paul Bradley, Tyrone

Sean Quinn, Tyrone

Eddie Gallen, Tyrone

Martin Gallen, Tyrone

Martin Loughran, Tyrone
Mark McCreesh, Tyrone
Patrick Quinn, Tyrone
Joanna Loughran, Tyrone
Maurice 0'Kane, Tyrone
Raymond Loughran, Tyrone
1J Conway, Tyrone

Eamon McGuek, Tyrone

Pat Wilson, Tyrone

John McGarrity, Tyrone

Pat McCormack, Tyrone
Paddy McDonald, Tyrone
Peter McGirr, Tyrone

Conor Devine, Tyrone
Stephanie Autumn, USA

Noel Gallagher, USA

Kevin McCloskey, USA
Michael Barrett, Westmeath
John Kelly, Wexford

Caroline Killeen, Wexford
John Killeen, Wexford

Mark Killeen, Wexford
Maureen Killeen, Wexford
Owen Dunbar, Wexford

Paul Hoare, Wexford

Peter Earl, Wexford

Pat Kent, Wexford

Cahir Doherty,

John Glynn,

0Osgur Breathnach, Dublin
Brendan Mulgrew, Antrim
Gareth Macklin, Antrim

Kevin McKay, Antrim
Jonathon McGarvey, Dublin
Sinead Dolan, Laois

Liam McMahon, Laois

Kieron Burns, Louth

Paul McCullins, Louth

Alan Hynes, Louth

Joe Mulholland, Louth
Jimmy Myers, Louth

Joey Hoey, Louth

Paddy Malone, Louth

Johnny Rooney, Louth

John Redmond, Wexford
Mick Green, Wicklow

John Donohue, Dublin

Risin Fitzgerald, Clare

Mark French, Dublin

Collette Nugent, Louth

Paddy Clarke, Louth

Jane Martin, Louth

Dermot Keeley, Louth

Sean Hoare, Dublin

Padraig Kierans, Louth

Noel Gormley, Louth

Gerry Walsh, Kildare

Chris Keenan, Louth

Jumes McCann, Louth

Kevin Fagan, Boston, USA
Sean Duffy, Antrim

Martin McCrystal, Tyrone
Eugene Hughes, Tyrone
Martin McCann, Tyrone

John Begley, Tyrone

Garvan 0'Doherty, Derry
Aine McKenna, Monaghan
Tom Moyna, Monaghan
Hugh Moyna, Monaghan
John Moyna, Monaghan

Noel McPhillips, Monaghan
Gerard Mulligan, Monaghan
John Sherry, Monaghan
Declan Mulligan, Monaghan
Fergal Brady, Monaghan
Jimmy Murray, Monaghan
Paul McCooey, Monaghan
Christopher Conwell, Monaghan
Fergal McGurgan, Monaghan
Stephen 0'Hagan, Monaghan
Brendan 0'Hagan, Monaghan
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Des Wilson, Anrim

Sian Smyth, Antrim

Padraig 0 Ceallaigh, Antrim

Dr Michael Boyle, Antrim

Kevin Gamble, Antrim

Frank Liddy, Anirim

P6l Deeds, Antrim

Liam Maskey, Antrim

Juke Mac Siacais, Antrim

Mark Thompson, Antrim
Déagldn O Doibhlin, Antrim
Ciaran Mac Giolla Bhéin, Antrim
Brigid MacMahon, Antrim
Annie Armstrong, Antrim

John Gormley, Antrim

Joe Duffy, Antrim

Dr Aidan Donaldson, Antrim
Christine McKeown, Antrim
Fionnuala Black, Antrim

Ferdia Carson, Antrim

Daithi Mac Uait, Anrim

Dr Fearghal Mac lonnrachtaigh, Antrim
Tomds 0 Néill, Antrim

Philip McTaggart, Antrim
Conchir 0 Muadaigh, Antrim
Padraig 0 Ceallaigh, Antrim
Leo Morgan, Antrim

Damien McGenity, Armagh
Seamus Mac Dhaibhéid, Armagh
Réamonn 0 Giardin, Armagh
Laurence Bradley, Armagh

Dr Padraig 0 Tiarnaigh, Armagh
Martin J. Walsh, Boston, USA
Eugene 0'Flaherty, Boston, USA
Michael 0'Doherty, Clare

Colm Larkin, Derry

Conal McFeely, Derry

Brian 0 Neill, Derry

Geardid 0 hEdra, Derry
Seamus Heaney, Derry

Mary Cooke, Derry

Orla Farrell, Dublin

Dermot 0 Hara, Derry

Conchur 0 Muiri, Derry

John Kelly, Derry

Patrick Devlin, Down

Marcus Mac Ruairi, Down
Marie Quiery, Down

Pilib 0 Ruanai, Down

Grdinne Healy, Dublin

Kieran Rose, Dublin

Margaret Urwin, Dublin

Justin Moran, Dublin

Sedn 0 hAdhmaill, Dublin
0sgur 0 Ciardha, Dublin

Lorcén MacGabhann, Dublin
Juck Cunniffe, Dublin

Liam Herrick, Dublin

Keiran Rose, Dublin

Rita Fagan, Dublin

Tom Clonan, Dublin

Cormac 0 Donnchu, Dublin
Andree Murphy, Dublin

Brian 0 Neill, Dublin

Fr Joe McVeigh, Fermanagh
Oliver McCaffrey, Fermanagh
Ciaran Mag Uidhir, Fermanagh
Sedn 0 Figich, Fermanagh
Sedn 0 Coistealla, Galway
Mamo McDonald, Galway

Leo Hallissey, Galway

Risteard 0'Fourain, Kerry
Shelagh 0'Connor, Kerry

Peter Middlefon, Kerry

Fr Johnny Healy, Kerry

Teresa Coughlan, Kerry

Laura Walsh, Kerry

Sean Grady, Kerry

Fr Tomds O Luanaigh, Kerry
Niall 0 Donohue, Kerry

Brian Sheehy, Kerry

Donal 0'Grady, Kerry

Tom Fleming, Kerry

Maura Walsh, Kerry

Aoife Darmody, Kilkenny
Stephen Carmichael, Leitrim
Jennifer Moroney Ward, Limerick
Joseph Healy, London

Patrick Lilley, London

Brian MacSuibhne, Mayo

Brid Ni Sheighin, Mayo

Collette Ruadh, Mayo

Conor Ruadh, Mayo

Kathleen Mary Conlon, Minnesota, USA
Sedn Clerkin, Monaghan
Teresa McKenna, Monaghan
Michael McKenna, Monaghan
Helen Caulfield, Monaghan
Kathleen McKenna, Monaghan
Tim Kennedy, New York, USA
Owen Rodgers, New York, USA
Dan Dennehy, New York, USA
Sheamus 0 Brien, Roscommon
Liz McEntaggart, San Francisco, USA
Sean Collins, San Francisco, USA
Rosie McCullagh, San Francisco, USA
Diarmuid Philpot, San Francisco, USA
Liam Lynn, San Francisco, USA
Peter Deazley, Tyrone

Ciara Ferguson, Tyrone
Damien Mor O Neill, Tyrone
Michaeline Donnelly, Tyrone
Ciardn O Pronntaigh, Tyrone
Sheila Killen, Wexford

Ludlita Breathnach, Dublin
Proinsias 0'Raghaile, Dublin
Conleth White,

Maura Mylonas Grant,

Rosa Mylonas,

Jumes Connolly Heron, Dublin
Des Henry, Dublin

Joe Mason, Dublin

Alice Malone, Louth

Marian Clarke, Louth

Sinead Ni Ghibhne, Louth
Cliadbh Ni Ghibhne, Louth
Séan 0 Marchadha, Louth
Gary Kelly, Louth

Kayleigh Mhic an Bhaird, Louth
Kevin Meenan, Louth

Gerry Bradley, Louth

Susan 0'Neill, Louth

Cathy Keane, Wexford
Rosemarie Byrne, Louth
Martin Collins, Dublin

Eva Ni Mhealldin, Galway
Darragh Mac Giolla Phddraig, Galway
Shauna Reilly, Monaghan

Sandra Meehan, Monaghan
Aoife McNulty, Monaghan
Roisin Sherry, Monaghan
Jonathon McKenna, Monaghan
Clare Daly, Monaghan
Elizabeth McHugh, San Francisco, USA
Sean Adams, Toronto, Canada
Liam Carey, Toronto, Canada
Sean T Hughes, Tyrone

Mdire Ui Dhochartaigh, Tyrone
Ciaran Curran, Tyrone

Sean Quinn , Tyrone

Mire Ni Dhocartaigh, Tyrone
James Kelly, Wexford

Ann Dullaghan, Anirim

Martin Short, Antrim

Aindle Mac Gearailt, Laois
Megan Gaughan, Laois
Seamus Mac Gearailt, Laois
Magaret Nolan, Laois

Kathy Kozaritis, Galway
Sinéad Tracey, Tyrone

Sharon Ni Chasaide, Monaghan
Ger Lyons, Dublin

Gerry 0 Murchd, Louth

Réise Nic Corraidh, Donegal
Patrick Carlile, Antrim

Michedl Mac Giolla Gunna, Antrim
Orla McDonal, Fermanagh

Kevin 0'Hagan, Monaghan Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Monaghan
Mary 0'Hagan, Monaghan James McDonald, Monaghan
EDUCATION HEALTH

Joe Mulhern, Antrim Sean McStravick, Antrim
Deirdre Mulhern, Anirim Martin Dobbin, Antrim
Caireann Ui Mhuireagdin, Antrim Gerard Dobbin, Anirim

Séamus 0 Tuama, Antrim Rosaleen Nolan, Antrim

Méiréad U Adhmaill, Antrim
Pilib Misteil, Antrim

Diarmuid Shivers, Antrim
Paudie Shivers, Antrim

Chris Donnelly, Antrim

Deirdre Cree, Antrim

Teresa Cash, Antrim

Eibhlin Mhic Aoidh, Antrim
Rioghnach Doherty, Antrim
Jim McCann, Antrim

Joanne Smyth, Antrim
Raymond Hunter, Anrim
Kieran Austin, Antrim
Fionnuala Ui Dhonnghaile, Antrim
Roy 0 Runaidh, Antrim
Maighréad Ni Chonghaile, Anirim
Seamus 0 Donnghaile, Antrim
Bridin Ni Dhonnghaile, Antrim
Ciardn Mhic Giolla Bhride, Antrim
Diarmaid Ua Bruadair, Antrim
Damien Coyle, Antrim

John McManus, Antrim

Adrian Walsh, Antrim

Cathal 0'Doherty, Antrim
Margaret Neeson, Antrim
Kevin McAreavey, Antrim
Bronagh Farrimond, Antrim
Martin McCaughan, Antrim
Justin McCormick, Antrim
Jurlath Burns, Armagh
Anthony McMorrow, Armagh
Padai de Bléine, Armagh

Brid Bradley, Armagh

Sinead Ni Chaollai, Armagh
Louise Ui Chuinn, Armagh
Finnian Moriarty, Armagh
Oliver Short, Armagh

Kathleen Conlon, Chicago, USA
Cathal Kerrigan, Cork

Adrian Breathnach, Cork

Tom 0'Connor, Cork

Anne Scullion, Derry

Mary Nic Ailin, Derry

Sally McCallion, Derry

Nicole Mi Lgimhbheartin, Derry
Malachai 0 hAgdin, Derry
Deirdre Nic Suibhne, Derry
Fiachra 0 Donnghaile, Derry
Tierna Matthews, Down

Eileen Arthurs, Down

Orlaith Nic an Saoir, Down
Kevin 0'Neill, Down

Anthony Daly, Dublin
Margaret Daly, Dublin

Maggie Feeley, Dublin

Ann Hegarty, Dublin

Amy Moran, Dublin

Kim Moran, Dublin

Daithi Mac An Bhaird, Kildare
Aideen Darmody, Kilkenny
Shane Curtin, Limerick

Tomas Sharkey, Louth

Nuala Mhic Sabhann, Monaghan
Elaine Bi Ui Mhaolbhail, Monaghan
Edel Ui Dhufaigh, Monaghan
Bean Ui Lallaidh, Monaghan
Clar Ni Dhélaigh, Monaghan
Ide Ui Bheig, Monaghan
Kathy McManus, Monaghan
Bernie Grant, Monaghan
Tiarnan McGonnell, Monaghan
Orla King, Monaghan
Stephanie Donohoe, Monaghan
Karen Mo Clare, Monaghan

Kathleen Donnelly, Antrim

Dr Thomas Donnelly, Anirim
Catherine Glover, Antrim
Barney Herron, Antrim
Saoirse McCann, Antrim
Rosaleen McCooey, Armagh
Siofra McCooey, Armagh

Dr Scott Rafferty, Armagh
Diarmuid McNicholl, Derry
Paula Dawson, Donegal
Jennifer Barr, Donegal

Dr James Tumelty, Down
Chris Clarke, Down

Mary Kate Arthurs, Down

Dr Déire 0 Haodhagain, Dublin
Catherine Walsh, Dublin
Tony Boland, Dublin

Declan Campbell, Fermanagh
Dr Aisling Hillick, Galway
Donal Howell, Monaghan

Dr Triona Coyle, San Francisco, USA
Jucinta 0'Hanlan, Toronto, Canada
Aisling Conway, Tyrone
Norma Carty, Wexford

Edel Kelly, Wexford

Roland Kennedy, Wicklow
Jessaree Kennedy, Wicklow
Clare Loughran, Antrim
Donna Buick, Antrim

Sarah Murray, Antrim
Eimear Moriarty, Armagh
Louise Carlile, Antrim
Eibhllin Kellegher, Dublin
Kathleen McLaughlin, Cavan
Eithna Murphy, Fermanagh
Ann McDonal, Monaghan
Dympna Manley, Fermanagh

LABOUR

MOVEMENT

Paddy Mackel, Antrim
Conor McCarthy, Antrim
Ryan McKinney, Antrim
Gerry McCormack, Cavan
Barry Murphy, Cork
Eddie Walsh, Cork

Richie Carrothers, Donegal
Gerry Fifzpatrick, Dublin
Anne Speed, Dublin

Dave Gibney, Dublin
William Mooney, Dublin
Cormac 0'Dalaigh, Dublin
David Connolly, Dublin
Colm Casserly, Dublin
Eoin Kilmurray, Dublin
Adrian Kane, Dublin

Juck 0'Connor, Dublin
Karen Halpenny, Dublin
Diarmuid 0'Connell, Dublin
Frank Connolly, Dublin
Michael Halpenny, Dublin
Mags 0'Brien, Dublin
Brian Taite, Dublin

Sedn McElhinney, Dublin
Robert Purfield, Dublin
John Flannery, Dublin
Eddie Gunnery, Dublin
Neil McGowan, Dublin
Sean Carabini, Dublin
Mark Lohan, Galway

Con Casey, Kerry

Katie Morgan, Kildare
Billy Wall, Kildare

Pat McCabe, Laois

Angela Birtill, London

Phil Flynn, Louth

John Callan, Louth

Christy McQuillan, Meath

Lynn Boland, Meath

Kay Kearns, Meath

John Regan, Meath

Greg Ennis, Meath

Alan Grimes, Meath

Paddy Finn, Meath

Marie Gray, Meath

Anto McCabe, Meath

Dick McGlew, Meath

Gerry 0'Brien, Meath

Jim 0'Brien, Meath

lan McArdle, Monaghan

Denis Sheridan, Monaghan
John Samuelsen, New York, USA
Willie Noone, Roscommon
Frandis Kelly, San Francisco, USA
Robbie Hunter, Sacramento, USA
John McCarrick, Sligo

David Lane, Waterford

Ger Kenny, Westmeath

Sid Ryan, Whithy, Canada
Stevie Fitzpatrick, Wicklow
John Douglas, Wicklow

Jimmy Coughlan, Wicklow
Néirin Greene, Dublin

John 0'Donnell, Cork

Sandra Staplefon, Dublin
Deirdre Feerick, New York, USA
Eoin Griffin, Offaly

Brendan Mackin, Antrim

Liam Allen, Waterford

LAW

Nill Murphy, Antrim

Padraig 0 Muirigh, Antrim
Michael Crawford, Antrim

Ciaran Toner, Antrim

Paul McCann, Antrim

Michael Mulvenna, Armagh
Sinead Larkin, Armagh

Enda 0'Callaghan, Australia

Juck Kilroy, Cleveland, Ohio

Sean Mulvihill, Cork

Edmund Burke, Cork

Patricia Coyle, Derry

Paul Foster, Derry

Angela Hegarty, Derry

Paddy McDermott, Derry

Paddy McGurk, Derry

Rhona Murphy, Donegal
Rosemary Connolly, Down

Noel Wilson, Down

Gary Daly, Dublin

Eamonn Dornan, Dublin

Colleen Gildernew, Dublin

Ted Harding, Dublin

Michael Finucane, Dublin

Aoibhe McHugh, Dublin

Matthias Kelly, Dublin

Al Delaney, Dublin

Mark Bassett, Dublin

John Rogers, Dublin

Juck 0Brien, Dublin

James Flynn, Dublin

Ryan Fitzgerald, Dublin

Michael Farrell, Dublin

Frank McManus, Fermanagh
Niamh 0'Brady, London

Mike Horgan, London, Canada
Kevin Neary, Louth

Christopher Deehy, Montreal, Canada
Cynthia Dunne, New York, USA
Martin Glennon, New York, USA
Brian 0'Keefe, New York, USA
Sean Downes, New York, USA
Stephen Moloney Jr, New York, USA
Pefer McGuinness, New York, USA
Moira McVeigh, San Francisco, USA
Alan 6. McConnell, Toronto, Canada
Sean J 0'Donnell, Toronto, Canada
Anna McHugh, Tyrone

Adrian 0 Kane, Tyrone

Emma McGarvey, Tyrone

Joseph Hendron, Wales

Tony McDermottroe,

Ruairi de Burca, Cork

Mark Guilfoyle, USA

Catherine Allison, Louth

Dermot F Kelly, New York, USA
Jennifer Frankola Crawford, New York, USA
John C Dearie, New York, USA
Mick Malone, Cork

Sean Cahill, Boston, USA

Tom 0'Grady, Laois

Kevin Winters, Down

Joe McVeigh, Antrim

MEDIA

Barry McCaffrey, Antrim
David McCann, Anirim

Jude Collins, Antrim

Maria McCourt, Antrim
Brian Feeney, Antrim
Patricia McBride, Derry
Darragh MeAllister, Donegal
Martina Devlin, Dublin

Frank Hopkins, Dublin

David McWilliams, Dublin
Fintan 0'Toole, Dublin

Mick Heaney, Dublin

Darren Smith, Dublin

Betty Purcell, Dublin

Siobhan Lynam, Dublin

Tom 0'Brannagdin, Dublin
Beibhinn Byrne, Dublin

Trevor Birney, Fermanagh
Dawn Foster, London

Roy Greenslade, London

Kevin Meagher, London
Bldthnaid Ni Chofaigh, Meath
Ciardn Casey, Meath

Grdinne Mcllwaine, Monaghan
Sean Canniffe, San Francisco, USA
Eamonn Maguire,

Juck Gleeson, Dublin

Tomas Mulcahy, Cork

SPORT

Eoin Fleming, Antrim
Michael Conlan, Antrim

Neil McManus, Antrim
Seamus McMullan, Antrim
Eddie McCloskey, Antrim
Terry Reilly, Antrim

Joe Gormley, Antrim

Aileen McManus, Antrim
Terence McNaughton, Antrim
Dominic McKinley, Antrim
Cathal Short, Armagh

Gary McConville, Armagh
Banjo Bannon, Armagh
Austin 0'Donnell, Calgary, Canada
Paul Brady, Cavan

Anthony Daly, Clare

Davy Fitzgerald, Clare
Pairick Horgan, Cork

Shane Dooley, Cork
Diarmuid 0'Sullivan, Cork
Donal Og Cusack, Cork
Déire 0’Connor, Cork
Jimmy Barry Murphy, Cork
Briege Corkery, Cork

James McClean, Derry
Kieran McKeever, Derry
David Connolly, Dublin
Gerard Brennan, Dublin
Jonny Hayes, Dublin

Dr Sean 0'Connor, Dublin
Eamon Heery, Dublin
Declan Hallissey, Dublin
Eamonn Fennell, Dublin
Patrick Oshourne, Dublin
Peter Quinn, Fermanagh
Martin McNamara, Galway
Mickey Ned 0'Sullivan, Kerry
Patrick 0'Sullivan, Kerry
Bridget Leen, Kerry

Donie 0'Sullivan, Kerry

Phil Healy, Kerry

John Breen, Kerry

Mickey Moriarty, Kerry

DJ Carey, Kilkenny

Richie Hogan, Kilkenny
David Herity, Kilkenny
Martina McMahon, Limerick
Aidan Fee, Louth

Eddie Laverty, Louth

Jim 0'Neill, Louth

Hugh Armstrong, Mayo
Dessie Keegan, Mayo

Conor Ferguson, Meath

Des Donnelly, Meath
Jonathan Douglas, Monaghan
Joe Dooley, Offaly

Pat McEntaggart, San Francisco, USA
Pat Uniack, San Francisco, USA
Timmy Hammersley, Tipperary
Sean Harte, Toronto, Canada
Peter Canavan, Tyrone
Micky Donnelly, Tyrone
Kieran McGeary, Tyrone
Derek McGrath, Waterford
Dave Guiney, Wexford
Malachi Doyle, Wicklow
Séamas McAleenan, Antrim
Donnach Callan, Louth
Damien Callan, Louth
Teddy McCarthy, Cork

Des Ferguson, Meath

Terry Ferguson, Meath

Tony Scullion, Antrim

Declan Lynch, Antrim

Conor McCann, Antrim
Pairick McBride, Anrim
Michael McCann, Antrim
John Keenan, Derry

Brian Smith, Derry

Paddy Bradley, Derry
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Election fought on policy rather
than identity in the North shows
things are changing — and it s
time we started talking about this
shared new reality on our island

Martina

Deviin

HEN voters
in the North
go to the
polls  next
month, the
question
facing them
won'’t be the
subliminal one which harks to the past of
‘which tribe do you belong to?" Instead, it
will be a question about the future: ‘do you
want to be in the EU or not?’

The wind is blowing in a new direction.
Nationalism versus unionism is not the
default in this general election to West-
minster; that default has been refined to
something non-traditional - to whether a
voter identifies as Remain or Leave.

Barriers between parties are being dis-
mantled, with common cause made on
their Brexit position. Loose pan-Remain
arrangements are evident between Sinn
Féin, the SDLP and the Greens, while
Alliance - although not party to any pact
- is unequivocally within the Remain
family and will benefit from those parties
announcing their decision to step aside in
certain constituencies.

The ‘Ulster Fry’ website satirises the
current outbreak of political co-operation
in its headline, ‘Celebrations as NI parties
agree pact to not stand for election - any-
where’ and raises a welcome smile. But it
is a highly significant development and
a sense of energy is evident in this cam-
paign that's been missing for some time.

The stance is on a seat-by-seat basis
rather than taking the shape of a formal
pact, but is nevertheless a highly unusual
strategy because it is driven by policy -
something which tends to matter less
than identity at election time in the North.

Here’s further evidence of change. Both
Sinn Féin and the SDLP called on their
supporters to back Sylvia Hermon, a
lone Remain-supporting voice from the
six counties in Westminster, before she
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announced her decision to retire. Ms Her-
mon is an independent unionist and her
late husband was head of the RUC.

Long-term trend or short-term prag-
matism? That remains to be seen. But
nationalism tends not to do pacts, unlike
unionism. Ironically, it is the DUP and
UUP’s combined Leave position - out of
step with a swathe of their electorates
- which has delivered this pan-Remain
grouping.

The alliance to maximise the Remain
vote is constructive overall, despite a
democratic negative whereby voters are
offered less choice. (Unionism is doing
the same to make the most of the Leave
vote.) But Brexit was hardly an exercise in
democracy because of the lies and use of
dark money during the referendum.

Realistically, the first-past-the-post sys-
tem makes tactical voting essential. The
Green Party is on the up in the North but
has bowed out of the Belfast constituen-
cies. “I'm prepared to put the need to have
pro-Remain MPs returned ahead of party
interest,” said its leader, Clare Bailey.

For the Greens, standing aside is a pos-
itive. It’s the opposite with Steve Aiken,
who announced the UUP would run con-
tenders in all 18 constituencies but swiftly
U-turned following loyalist paramilitary
intimidation. Not a strong look for a
leader - he’s a busted flush before the ink
is dry on his new business cards.

‘While unionism as a political entity is on
the side of Brexit, its leaders ought to mull
over the following fact: EU membership is
what matters to younger voters. They are
highly incentivised to vote outside their
norms. Scottish nationalists have asked
unionists for their votes to send a Remain
message. How many Northern unionists,
particularly from the business and farm-
ing communities, will do likewise?

When the votes are counted on Decem-
ber 13, some will look at the size of the
Remain stack as a Border poll indicator.

It is too soon for one right now - insuf-
ficient cross-community outreach has
taken place. Colin Harvey, professor of
human rights law at Queen’s University,
suggests 2023 as an appropriate date,
marking the 25th anniversary of the Good
Friday Agreement.

However, a strong Remain vote would
point up the need for discussions about
future arrangements and how best to
manage change. Both the Good Friday
Agreement of 1998 and Downing Street
Declaration of 1993 have guarantees about
the right to peaceful and democratic pur-
suit of Irish unity.

Come what may, unionism faces a great
many challenges, and Brexit - driven by
English nationalism - is accelerating
them. The election result will dictate
whether or not the DUP makes way for a
more moderate incarnation of unionism.
The most likely upshot is that unionism

There are no road maps here. We have to find
our own way forward as a people - and there’s
no better way to do that than by talking about it

will learn it needs to modify its positions,
soften its language and engage in some
outreach of its own.

There’s another green shoot of hope to
consider here, too. A constructive develop-
ment made the news this week with civic
society, north and south, coalescing to call
for discussions about a new settlement on
the island of Ireland. It was led by a non-
aligned, grassroots movement called Ire-
land’s Future, of which I'm a member. The
group has petitioned the Taoiseach for a
Citizens’ Assembly to discuss new consti-
tutional arrangements.

And we were joined by almost 1,100 peo-
ple from across the island, two-thirds in
the Republic, who signed a public letter

to Leo Varadkar in support of the initia-
tive. Signatories included Adrian Dunbar,
Jim Sheridan, Stephen Rea, Eoin Colfer,
David McWilliams, Sian Smyth of the
Dalkey Book Festival, Theo Dorgan, Paula
Meehan, Fintan O'Toole, DJ Carey, James
McClean, Tim Pat Coogan, Sharon Shan-
non, Christy Moore and Ailbhe Smyth of
Together for Yes. They are drawn from
business, sport, academia, arts, media and
the trade union movement.

Coincidentally, representatives from a
variety of trade unions are gathering in
Dublin today at Mandate’s head office to
discuss Irish unity, under the TUNUI ban-
ner (Trade Unionists for a New and United
Ireland). It’s the first in a series of consul-
tative roadshows and will lead to a policy
document. Some of the unions have mem-
bers from the North and are well placed to
reflect the unionist perspective.

Clearly, change is coming, arising from
Brexit, and needs to be managed. Ireland’s
Future’s position is that we need to plan
for the future rather than adopt a rear-
view mirror approach. As with the forth-
coming Northern election, different times
must give rise to a different model.

Ijoined the group because it's high time
people of goodwill outside politics played
their part with a reasoned, factual conver-
sation about what the future might hold.
We need to find an amicable, constructive
way to live together because even a soft
Brexit threatens that. And unionism has
a key role to play in transitioning towards
new arrangements.

There are no road maps here. We have
to find our own way forward as a people -
and there’s no better way to do that than
by talking about it.

Finally, the Irish women’s hockey team,
which includes seven members from
Ulster, is Tokyo-bound for the next Olym-
pic Ga mes. It’s a first for women’s hockey
- and a metaphor for how we're stronger
together.
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| CHANGING TIMES:

| Political changes in

|| the north began in 5
2016 when the people
voted to Remain, with 4
the north’s political
parties opting to back
Remain or Leave

Idea of new I

reland

appeals to more than just
northern nationalists

HREE highly significant events occurred
this week which reflect the fundamental

changes that are taking place in Irish
society in relation to a new and shared
Ireland.

The first was the decision by the leader
of the SDLP, Colum Eastwood, to withdraw
his party’s candidates from North Belfast,
East Belfast and North Down; the second
was the 1,000-strong letter from a range
of influential figures in southern society
calling on Taoiseach Leo Varadkar to set up
a citizens assembly to plan for a new, agreed
and independent Ireland; and the third was
the decision by Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou
MacDonald not to stand candidates in South
Belfast, East Belfast and North Down.

The leaders of Sinn Féin and the SDLP need

to be commended for their decisions. They
are courageous and visionary.

The decisions reflect the political changes
in the north which began in 2016 when the
people voted to Remain and have continued
through a series of significant developments.

The most significant of these following on
from the 2016 Remain vote was the unionist
parties losing their majority in the north’s
assembly.

This was replaced by a pro-Remain
majority in the assembly made up of
Sinn Féin, the SDLP, Alliance and the
Green Party.

This majority has set the political
agenda in opposing Brexit and the DUP’s
support for it, and it won a significant
victory in the EU election when two pro-
Remain MEPs, Martina Anderson and
Naomi Long, were elected, to one Brexit
MEP, Diane Dodds.

The pro-Remain sentiment from 2016
has been consistent in its opposition to
Brexit and the beneficiaries of it have
been the people of Ireland, north and
south.

The Boris Johnson deal is the latest
example of this sentiment securing
progress, in limiting the worst aspects of
Brexit, through the support of the Irish
government and the EU.

Jim
GIBNEY

Ireland without economic or political
borders and remaining inside the customs
union and single market is consistent with the
aspirations of the pro-Remain constituency in
the north.

If it can be done, and in politics there
is always an ‘if’, the Sinn Féin and SDLP
decisions could help elect John Finucane in
North Belfast, Claire Hanna in South Belfast,
Naomi Long in East Belfast and Sylvia Hermon
in North Down.

The main objective in this Westminster
election is similar to the EU election - to elect
as many pro-Remain MPs and reduce the
number of pro-Brexit MPs.

The ‘Ireland’s Future’ letter is the product
of the political winds of change blowing
across Ireland over the last number of years

which have impacted on nationally minded
influential figures such as Fintan O Toole,
Andree Murphy, David McWilliams, Frances
Black, Jim Sheridan, Sharon Shannon, Christy
Moore, Adrian Dunbar, Martina Devlin, James
McClean and Ailbhe Smyth, who signed the
letter.

The letter is also influenced by the growth
of the northern nationalist population and the
likelihood that nationalists will be a voting
majority before 2030, the impact of Brexit
and the chaos and fear it has created and the
commitment from Leo Varadkar and minister
for foreign affairs Simon Coveney that the
people of the north will not again be left
behind.

The huge number of people who signed
the letter and their respected place in Irish
society demonstrates that the issue of a new
Ireland appeals to a well-placed and broad
section of opinion and is not confined to the
north.

The task of finding the way forward towards
anew and shared Ireland is the responsibility
of many people and organisations and not just
those from a nationalist background.

Commenting on the letter, Ireland’s Future
spokesperson Niall Murphy said: “It’s time

for a new national discussion about our

The Remain vote does not

mean that those unionists who
voted are united Irelanders but

it does mean that unionists

are seeking more control over

affairs here on this island
and know that Brexiteers

care little about the people of
Ireland whatever their political

allegiance

shared future in Ireland.

“So, let’s have the discussion now. And
I would urge everyone to get involved,
especially our unionist brothers and
sisters.”

It is quite clear from the 2016
Remain vote that unionists are thinking
differently about relationships between
Ireland and Britain.

The Remain vote does not mean
that those unionists who voted are
united Irelanders but it does mean that
unionists are seeking more control over
affairs here on this island and know
that Brexiteers care little about the
people of Ireland whatever their political
allegiance.

And that Ireland, in the face of Brexit
north and south, needs protected by the
people and politicians who live here.

ONTHIS
DAY

NOVEMBER 6 1919

‘Council of Ireland’

THE Conservative Daily Telegraph’s
parliamentary correspondent writes:
It can be stated on good authority
that the labours of the Committee
of Ministers which, under the
chairmanship of Mr Walter Long, is
engaged in framing a scheme for
the settlement of the Home Rule
question, are progressing in a most
satisfactory manner.

While substantial progress has
been made, it is as yet impossible to
say how soon the First Lord of the
Admiralty [Long] and his colleagues
will be in a position to submit their
proposals to the Cabinet.

The Committee was appointed
on the clear understanding that
it should be free to explore every
avenue likely to lead to a solution
of the problem. Important decisions
have been reached.

The stage at which the Committee
has arrived is that it has agreed to
the setting up of two Parliaments —
one for the Ulster counties and one
for the rest of Ireland.

There is an interesting further
proposal on which the Committee
is understood to be unanimous
and that is that there should be
a Council of Ireland, consisting
probably of about forty members, to
be nominated in equal numbers by
the two Parliaments. The functions
of this body will be comparatively
limited in scope, but it would be a
symbol of the unity of Ireland.

That this proposed Council of
Ireland occupies an important place
in the scheme is, however, perfectly
obvious for it is believed to be the
view of the Committee that, on the
application of the two Parliaments,
many of the powers reserved for
the Imperial Parliament might
subsequently be delegated to the
Council. The procedure will enable
self-government to be extended
gradually as the state of opinion
in Ireland was ready. (Included in
the Partition Bill as ‘a bond of
union’ between North and South,
the Council of Ireland lacked
real teeth and, to Craig’s relief,
was finally abolished as part
of the Boundary Agreement of
December 3 1925.)

Gerrymanderers Lose
in Tyrone

CONSIDERABLE excitement was
caused in Dungannon yesterday
when it became known that

Mr John Skeffington, solicitor
[Nationalist] had been notified by
the Local Government Board that,
in consequence of his memorial on
behalf of the Nationalist members
of Dungannon Urban Council, the
Board had decided to reconstruct
the Council representation.

Local Unionists expressed their
indignation that the representation
of the Unionist East Ward should
be cut and that the Central Ward,
which is about half in half, should
have a seat added. On the other
hand, the Nationalists are delighted
at the change as it greatly improves
their chances of a majority on the
Council.

EDITED BY EAMON PHOENIX

e.phoenix@irishnews.com
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Dr Seamus McGuinness

Economist and Research Professor and the Research Area Co-ordinator
for labour marker research at the Economic and Social Research Institute

The Political Economy of a Northern Ireland border poll:
A non-technical summary

Building the evidence base to avoid the mistakes of Brexit inany future

border poll detate

Research motivation and approach

Brexit has put the question of the
constitutional future of the Northern Ireland
(NI) at the centre of public debate. Even
without Brexit, continued demographic
change makes it look increasingly likely that
a border poll will arise at some point in the
future. Political or economic disruption as
a result of Brexit may lead to this occurring
sooner rather than later. Our research
provides an initial indication of the breadth
of detail and analysis required for any debate
to proceed in a meaningful manner. The key
research questions addressed are as follows:

How have income levels evolved over time in
NI compared to other regions in both Great
Britain (GB) and the Republic of Ireland (Rol)?

B Thereis no evidence to suggest that NI
has benefited economically from any
peace dividend.

B In terms of GDP per capita, Nl ranked the
10th poorest from 12 UK regions in both
2000 and 2014, ahead only of the North
East region and Wales.

B Relative to Rol, GDP per capita was
approximately 50% lower than the
Southern & Eastern region (which contains
75% of the Republics population) but
slightly above that of the Border Midlands
& Western region.

10
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B Disposable household income was $3,184
higher per annum in Rol compared to NI
in 2016.

B The proportion of individuals in households
atrisk of poverty is substantially higher in
NI compared to Rol.

B Life expectancy at birthin 2017 was 82.2
years in Rol compared to 80.6 in NI.

What are the potential explanations for Nl’'s
poor productivity performance?

B Compared to GB regions, in 2015, NI
had the highest share of people with the
lowest level of educational attainment and
the lowest share of graduates. The gap
with the Rol is even more pronounced.

B NI much less export intensive compared
to Rol.

B Foreign Direct Investment in Nl is less
intensive and of lower value compared
to Rol.

What are is the likely cost of unification?

B Subvention refers to the gap between
government spending allocated to NI
and the amount raised in taxes paid to
the UK government by Nl residents and
businesses.

B Subventionis estimated - we simply don't
know how accurate the figures for it are.
The 2017/18 estimate (ONS) is £9.2bn.
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B When we subtract non-identifiable
expenditure for contribution to UK
defence spending, debt service and
international services the figure falls by
around 25%.

Contribution based state pensions and
those of retired public sector employees
could remain a UK liability post-unification.
Spending on old age pensions was £3.2bn
in2016/17 (HMRC).

Other factors to consider are discussions
around debt. Issues related to the Nli's
claim to total UK assets may also influence
decisions here.

Itis the NlIs low productivity levels that create
a need for subvention payments in the first
place, and the ultimate cost (or benefit) to

the Irish tax payer will depend on the success
of policy reforms aimed at addressing these
problems during any transition period in the
run up to full unification.

How do the health systems in NI and Rol
compare?

B The gap between Rol and UK health
systems has narrowed, presumably as
a consequence of much higher levels of
per capita health expenditure by the Irish
government and the impacts of austerity
policies in the UK.

B According to OECD data, in 2017 per
capita health spending (PPP adjusted) was
€3,930in Ireland and €3,045 in the UK. The
EU average spend was €2,773.

B The Irish system does have more up-front
charges compared to the NHS; however,
it also contains balances to ensure that
healthcare remains free at the point of use
for the most vulnerable in society.
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B Data from OECD Healthcare at a Glance
report show hospital care coverage is
superior in the UK, while Rol has somewhat
higher rates of doctors, nurses, hospital
beds and hospital discharges per 10,000
population.

Both health systems appear to be outlying
poor performers among OECD countries
in terms of having acute care bed
occupancy rates exceeding 90%.

B NI's NHS is a poor performer compared to
GB in key metrics.

What factors will determine the success of
any unification process?

B The length and nature of any adjustment
or transition period.

B The relative role of both governments
during any transition period in addressing
low productivity levels through reforms in
educational, industrial and regional policy.

The relative success of such policies in
raising the Norths productivity levels

The role and significance of both the

EU and USA in potentially reintegrating a
post-Brexit Northern Ireland into the

EU and assisting in promoting FDI to

the region.

B The outcome of discussion on the issue of
debt obligations and assets.
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Patricia Mac Bride

The Case for a Citizen's Assembly: “Do nothing” is not
an option

Ireland’s Future wrote to the Taoiseach at
the start of November 2019. That letter was
signed by 1,100 citizens from throughout
this island and our diaspora. The request
was simple: to ask the government to
convene a citizens' assembly to examine
future arrangements for how we continue
to live together on this shared island.

It is not a surprise that many of those who
leant their support to this letter do favour
the reunification of Ireland. But as socially,
culturally and geographically diverse as that
group of people is, so too is the notion of
what the Ireland of the future — north and
south —might look like.

There is one area where there is consensus,
however, which is that no-one is advocating
a bolt-on of the six counties of the north
to the 26 counties of the south with
responsibility for health, education, the
economy and the welfare of citizens
becoming the responsibility of the Dublin
government overnight.

A citizens' assembly is not a set of binary
questions where people are brought in and
asked to answer yes or no. It is a process
that's focussed on ensuring that democracy
is truly representative and that the citizen is
at the heart of the debate around political or
constitutional reform.

The most recent example in an Irish context
was the Citizens' Assembly which operated
from October 2016 until the spring of
2018. It considered five topics: the Eighth
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Amendment to the constitution; climate
change; fixed-term parliaments; the ageing
population and the operation of future
referendums.

The topic which created the most publicity
was therecommendationthatareferendum
be held on whether or not to repeal the
Eighth amendment. That referendum was
held in May 2018 and was passed. The other
four topics, which all resulted in a number
of recommendations from the Citizens’
Assembly to government, have not been
advanced to anywhere near the same
extent because, simply put, they are not
presently at the top of the government's
political agenda.

It is a brave move to call on the Irish
government to establish a citizens’ assembly
because the outcome of that process
cannotbe certain. Noris there any certainty
that the recommendations of an assembly
would be acted upon in a timely way.

It is technically possible to ensure that a
stratifiedrandom samplingofthe population
of the island of Ireland is obtained so that
there is representation across all strands of
gender, geography, identity and opinion.

Theagendafordebatesshouldbesufficiently
broad so that it allows for real, informed,
facilitated discussion on the economy and
inward investment, the health service, the
education system, the protection of rights
and many other important aspects of life
and society. It is only at that point, where
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the informed discussion has taken place on
those areas that an informed answer to the
binary question can be achieved. Isitin the
best interests of the people of this island to
remain partitioned or to begin a process of
reunification?

The challenge, therefore to the government
is this: if you cannot be bound by a Citizens’
Assembly, what do you have to fear from it?

Brexit has changed the political landscape
onthisisland. There is a genuine fear of the
negative repercussions it may have across

many areas of Irish life, on the Good Friday
Agreement and on the peace process.

The majority of people in Ireland, north and
south, do not support Brexit. That does
not mean we can ignore the ramifications
we are already aware of, nor the potential
future impact it may have. "Do nothing”
is not a viable option. We need to have an
honest national conversation about our
shared future on this island and a citizen's
assembly creates that space.

Ireland's Future Booklet - Croke Park Event.indd 13

26/11/2019

16:48:58




I would like to

see a united Ireland
in my lifetime -

if possible, 1n my

political lifetime.
29

Tanaiste Simon Coveney

The Oireachtas Good Friday
Agreement Committee

23 November 2017
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