THE MESSAGE from the Falls
Road this week was loud and
clear that violence is out. We
donl want guns. We doa’t want
bombs, we don't wam botes,
we dont wanl stopes. Wbhals
more we don't want aoything
10 do with people who advocste

a5 representalive a body of (e
Falls Road as can be had.

I hope that everyone whether
in piaces high of low Norwh or
South is listening and thet we
will 24 last see an eod o the
activities of those who would
play poltics with peopie’s lives
who would pretend to do s0 i
the name of the people. or
worse — in the pame of
patriotism,

Violence and men of violence
and those who assisied them,
either overtly ar covertly, bave
done immense harm to the
cause of those op) to
Unicnism ip the North, for
among other things they bave
made |t easy for Unicalsts to
distract attention from (e
underlying causes of grievance
and by attackinig suppression
and violence for them to give
the impression to the worid
that all opposition to Unionism
is violent and suppressive

is everyone going lo
learn that Ui i ateds

peaceful protest, with an un-
answerable case against the
Unionist administration. How-
ever hard they tried, Uniooists
could noY point a finger against
the Civil Rights Movement, and
world sympathy was solidly on
our side.

The Unionist Party was in
total disarray for the {irst time
in 50 years. The monolith was
split because they had no easy
snswer, they could summon up
o bogymen since thers was
no evidence of lhe existence
of any. Not so tday, aa they
grow stronger and  more
uniled with the growth of
senseless violence.

There are those, of course,
who will say that pothing was
gained in the NNorth except by
violence. This is spnsense. The
Central Citizens’ Defence Com-
mittes answered (hal la ooe
important  sentence:  “The
struggle for Civil Rights was
assured of success when
viglence was used "

1t was because violence was
used against us in the streets
by both the police force of the
State and the cudgel-bearing
supporters of Unionism that
we won widespread poublle

argued, It takes far more
courage and discipline 0 re-
maln non-violent and to refuse
to retaliste when attacked
than to throw stopes, boltles
or bomabs,

If we usderstand clearly
why we are refusiog Lo

tatiat xed, and M

bodies like the LRA. for sur
vival It peeds b men. Why
eise, when their are to
the wall do they always draw
attention lo iL. Why else bas

its beight and when it was
clear that there was no LRA.
involvement In It, did so many
serious eéxplosions take place
in the Silent Valley and else-
obviously the work of
Uniogist extremists, Yot
designed to give the
sion that it was the of
the LRA?

The best service indeed that
the [ RA could give the cause
of Insh Unity would be to di»
band, for Irish unity will never
be achleved by viclence.
Viglence and the threat of it
only streagtheny Unioaism, it
only deepens and beightens
the sectarian division within
the North of Ireland, and it is
those divisions which represent
the real border in our country.

pend oo sectarianism for their
wery existence, and ithey are
secretly delightad wheo
violence erupts against them,
for it heighteas sectarian feel

ing, drivey ple ioto their
trenches lﬁm Unton-

ism from baving lo win sup-
port by serious political action
Note bow much stronger the
Unionist Party has become
sinte the outbreak of sesse
less streed viclence began. Nole
how more and more cocky are
their spokesmen becoming.

Sympathy
Tiis s a far cry from the
days when thousands of peopls

we kesp our minds fixed on
the reasops for our struggle,
we can overcome, One ng
\s certain, non-violence requires
much mote courage than
swne-throwing

By John Hume

VIOLENCE
IS OUT

& mosumental disservice to the
Irish people.

Yet the events of ihe [ast
few months, lbe arms trial in
the South, the stupid violence
in the streets, the bamb oul
rages and the murders, can at
last bring us to our senses and

Tge body politic In
T‘r’-um of viclence as a poll-
tical weapon. Then we will
have reached our historic’ turn
ing polol, and we can clalm to
have really achieved some-

It is a struggle to briog
together two sections of the
Irish e, and how can

.
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mittee put their Anger o=
“Communily Barmony b ive
real enemy of Unionian
Unionism  cannol
survive bBarmony any
relations  because L

means sectarian  dom:
We are faced with a .
task of rebuilding comm. g,
trust and good feeling in 1he
North and at the same 1
pursuing e pressure fo

rm.

We can only do so if we uny
quite Arm and unflinching 15
our resolve [0 promote gy

Courageous
Perhaps the most courageous
example of all wasithat given
earlier In the week by
colleague, y Deviia, NP,
for Falls, before the Scarmu
Tribunal. He admilted openly

that he bad once been a

Unionists
face a
showdown

By VINCENT BROWNE

A SHOWDOWN betwaen the two sections of the
Unionist Party is expected on December 7 when
a Standing Committes meeting will discuss the
West Ulster Unionist Council. This was learned
in Belfast yesterdsy when notice of the meeting
was received by the committee's members.

Prescott's
+a ecall R

Mr Stratten Mills, MP, wil
raise the matter and questioa e
activities of the Rightwiy
pressure group which has bee
focal point of the dissent withs
the Unionist Party in the b
six months.

Mr. Harry West, president ¢
the Wast Ulster Umono
Council., said last night that ¥




