
I 
\ 

I 

\ 

I 
I 

.., 

!225 Workers' Co,mril Strike 23 MA,· 1974 Worke,. · Council Stri.b! 1226 

Afte: this. is one g .,mg lo go back to supply of oil products. The life of this 
c1 menial. boring task? ls one going to community depends upon unimpeded 
go back on to the '"buroo"? h would supplies of oil. Here l am thinking not 

. lake . quite a lot of strertgth or per- only of all public and private transport, 
so~al)lY to _opt for that. I would suggest. of agricultural and industrial produc-
Th1_s 1s a big problem. Once people lose tion. but of the vital services which arc 
thetr respect for law and order. once required Lo prese~ve life. Hospitals. food 
they realise that as long as they ignore manufacture and distribution. the water 
ch_e la:--,1 of the land they can get away and sewerage systems all depend upon 
wnh_ 1L. the effect on society is most oil supplies. Those who are behind this 
detrunen.tal. l would join with ·the action are not merely destroying our 
previo~s two speakers in saying to the present and future economic prospects, 
Executive to get hold of Mr. Rees and they are in a real sense gravely 
tell him whal he has to do. The imperilling the life and welfare of every 
Executive should tell him that we can- person in this country. 
not wait, because this has been going on 
for far too long already. 

3.28 p.m. 
Mr. Hume: l am sorry to intervene 

before other hon. Members have 
spoken but I have urgent business to 
attend to. I welcome the opportunity 
that you have given lo me. Mr. Speaker, 
to intervene in the debate. All speakers 
lo date have underlined the immediate 
threat posed not only to the livelihood 
but to the very life of the Northern 
Ireland community by the stoppage of 
fuel supplies which has been enforced 
by those who have provoked the present 
crisis. 

Members are already well aware of 
the consequences of the near paralysis 
of the electricity system. Factories have 
been dep~ived of the means of produc­
tion. the agricultural industry is dis­
Lressed and severe personal in­
convenience and hardship has been 
brought to every home in ~orthern 
Ireland. Those responsible for the si­
tuation have now brought us to a posi­
tion in which within a very few days we 
may have no electricity supply at all. 
This is a situation fraught with 
implications which no advanced com­
munity has ever been called upon to 
meet. I doubt whether those involved 

,really know the consequences of what 
they are al. 

Mr. Mallon: Hear. hear. 

Mr. Hume! Now we are confronted 
by the results of interference with the 

Mr. Mallon hns said that we in the 
Executive should look ahead lo the time 
when lhis situation is settled with a view 
to providing compensation for all the 
damage ea.used and to all the people 
who have suffered. As I said here yes­
terday. those engaged in this action feel. 
or seem to feel. that there is a safety net. 
underneath all this which can protect 
them and protect this -community from 
the consequences of their action. l want 
to say very clearly that I know of no 
way nor of any plan to provide corn• 
pensation for what is happening at the 
minute. It is simply an impossibility. 
and thal should be clearly spelt out. If 
they think that a safety net is being 
provided they are completely and ab­
solutely wrong. 

Yesterday I gave warning of the im­
pact which this cri!-is is having upon 
mdustry and on our prospects of 
economic growth. Today. arising from 
the interference with oil supplies. we are 
confronted by an even more immediate 
and indiscriminale threat to the welfare 
of every person in our society. 

Mr. Mallon: Hear. hear. 

Mr. Hume: I cannot accept that those 
responsible have thought through the 
consequences of their actions. 

AU Members who have spoken have 
given advice to the Executive and 
therefore to myself as the person who 
carries the statutory responsibilit;1 for 
the maintenance of these services. That 
advice has been about what we should 
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say to the Secrelai-y of State. I want lo 
make one thing very clear: that l am 
very well aware of my statutory respon .. 
sibility for these services. J am also 
aware of the steps which nrc necessary 
to enable me to see that they are 
provided. and I have informed the 
Secretary of Stat~ of the steps which he 
must take if I am to do so. {Hon. 
Members: Hear, hear.J 

3.36 p.m. 
Mr. Duffy (Mid Ulster}: l want to 

join Mr. McConnell. Mr. Mallon 
and the Minister in expressing concern 
about and dissatisfaction with the si~ 
tuation. One wonders where we are 
going. It was disappointing to hear the 
Minister of Education say that we were 
living in uncertain liines. The Executive 
and the Assembly must steel Lhemselves 
to carry out their duties despite the 
bullying which is going on throughout 
the Province. It would be very wrong to 
show any lack of determination. These 
people must not be allowed to achieve 
anything. 

We must. express our absolute 
abhorrence of what is going on:·-The 
manning of filling stati~ms in Belfast by 
members of the U.D.A. and other 
para-military organisations is quite in­
tolerable. The area east of the Bann is 
affected far more seriously than the rest 
of the Province. West of the Bann one 
rarely sees any evidence of the strike. 
That oughl to be appreciated. Jn fact. 
people there are suffering only because 
they are deprived of oil and other es­
sentials. It is incumbent upon the 
Executive to ·see Lhal supplies get to 
areas where the strikers have no sup­
;:i·ort. It is with amazement that one 
witnesses what is happening in the city 
of Belfast. 

The effect of the power strike is lo 
deprive people throughout the ,:>rovince 
of essential commodities. By controlling 
power stations one cnn control the des­
tiny ·of an entire community. How is 
anyone able to gain such control? 1 urge 
the members of the Executive, 
especially the Minister concerned. lo 
find out who gave instructions .thal the 
whol_e community should be deprived 

of Lhis absolutely essential service. Like 
Lord Dunleath. I am amazed by the 
open violation of la,1,• throughout the 
Province. On my way to this House 
yesterday-only 200 yards from the 
gate-I was stopped and asked to 
produce a pass. About 20 yards away 
there were tender-loads or policemen, 
but they simply looked on. 

When l was travelling home yester­
day evening f· was stopped again, des­
pite the fact that within a short distance 
members of the Royal Ulster Cons­
tabulary were watching. I accept that 
that force is unable to deal with such a 
situation. but one must ask what the 
16,500 members of the British Army are 
doing. Why are they nol coming out 
and facing up lo these people? There is 
only a sprinkling of soldiers on the 
streets. One can only conclude rhat they 
are not prepared to confront the people 
who are roaming the slreets and 
inflicting such hardship. Like other As­
semblymen, I call on the members of 
the Executive to go down to the Castle 
and make known their complete dissa­
tisfaction and that of the As­
sembly-indeed, that of the community 
at Jarge-with the stagnant way in 
which the Secretary of State .is acting. 
The lack of activity is amazin?;. 

I should like to draw attention to the 
fact that some barricades are being 
manned by members of the Ulster 
Defence Regiment. Members of that 
regiment are taking part in the strike 
and encouraging intimidation. I want to 
register my dissatisfaction. If electricity 
supplies were restored lhe Province 
would return quickly to normality. 
Every sinew should be strained in our 
efforts to get the technicians and other 
workers back to work. We have been 
told that they are available. The rows of 
empty fa~ecutive Benches seem to. in- -: 
d icate that Ministers do not apprec1~te 
Lhe urgency of the situation. If Lhey did •. · 
some of them would be. here to reply to ·: 
our criticism and advice. 

3.41 p.n1. 
Mrs. Dickson: I support most of the•_:: 

sentiments expressed by other ho~-_: 
Members. h .is deplorable that there ,s.:, 
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