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LA conversation with Johmn Hume, frish statesman.
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The task of Irish patriotism should be |
spilling sweat rather than blood, so that N
a country together.” .,

We Can hmm

Since 1969, the latest chapter in the
melancholy history of Northern Ireland
has been one of partisan murder, sense-
less bombings, suppression of basic civil
rights of minorities, and appalling
bigolry by some religious and political
leaders, who too often serve in hoth
church and state.

Throughout this period, a voice of
reason, calling for partnership beiween
Protestant and Catholic, has been that of
John Hume. Now deputy leader of the
Social Democratic and Labour Party
(5.D.L.P.), of which he was a {founder in
1970, Hume, a 39-year-old Catholic, was
a member of the parliament of Northern

. Treland at Stormont from 1969 until it

was dissolved by Britain in 1972. 1n 1974
he was minister of industry and com-
merce in {he ill-fated Power-Sharing
Executive, bronght down after ouly five
moniiis by a strike of Protestant workers.

He earned the B.A. degree witl honors
in French apd history in 1958 and the
M.A. in 1964 Tiom the National Univer-
sily of Ireland. In the decade belore
1969, be iaupht at St. Columb’s College,
Derry. Active in comniunity and social
work, he heiped  starl cooperatives
ameng the people, was a founder and
former president of the Credit Union
League of Irclund, and is perhaps best

known abroad as a leader of {he civil- -

rights movement that brought’ interna-
tional attention {o Northern Treland in
the late Sixties.

With bis wife and five childrea, he
lives in the Bogside section of Derry,
where hie was born and grew up.

In October-November ol this year, he
was an associzte feilow al Harvard’s
Center Tor International Affairs, where
his research was concentrated on contlict
resolution and abatement,

The interviewer is John A, Dromey,
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John Hume: “"Those of us frry l.')h'( din pomuai Icmh’rs'htp have a duty to go on and on
and on uurilwe get agreement.’
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After the explosion of a booby-trapped car in the streets of Derry in 1974, fircfighters start the
“eleanup. Over 1,500 people have been killed in Northern Ireland since such “troubles™ began in
1969. with 103 victims slain within a half-mile of John Hume's home, in the Bogside section of Derry.

editorial-stafl member of Harvard Maga-
zine and editor of Harvard Today.

’ .
RIS A hit is daily life in Northern
! \ / Irelond like in terms that
%, Y Americans, removed from

the arena and not alwaps fully aware of
what is poing on, can understand?

Life is dilficult for everyone in North-
ern Ireland, Normality disappeared in
1969, when the troubles started to {urn
into vivlence. My children are [illeen,
thirteen, twelve, seven, and four, which
means that all they have known lor most
of their lives has been a violent situation,
In practice, that means in our city that
it's soldiers who patrol the streets, not
policemen, armed soldiers with auto-
matic rifles. [t means that they patrol the
streets in very heavy vehicles, not quite
the tanks used in warfare, but very, very
heavy vehicles known as Saracens.

Pecople going out to shop are continual-
ly passing through checkpoints, having

their shopping bags scarched by British
soldiers or civilians appointed in the past
year or so to relicve British soldiers of
that task., There is of couwrse the other
side of'it, the rcason why this gaes on, the
fuct, that centeys of cities are being
bombed. People often find themseives in
a store when a warning is given that a
bomb will go off in ten minotes, and they
have (o turn and run—and this sorl of
thing has been going on for guite some
time. I[n other words, a lairly unnatural
situation.
Many

innocent  people  have  been

“murdered in Northern Lreland because of

a campaign of sectarian murder, a tit-for-
tat campaign—und not t> much is

: known of it in America. First, say, the

I.R.A., the Itish Republican Army. shoot
a member of the police foree or of the
Ulster Delense Regiment. Then  the
Loyalist paramilitary organization shools
an innocent Catholie, This tit-for-tat
thing goes on quite a bit.

Wheat has this done to your children?

People tend to get used to situations.
My children have grown up with it. as
have most children in the cily.

Do vou live right in the ciey?

I live in the Bogside, one of the mast
troubled aveas in Derry, Of course, being
in public life, one pets quite @ number of
threats on the telephone and by letter,
and one also pets quile an amount of
abuse walking in the streets, bul, again,
one gets used (o that sort ol thing. That's
the situation in which we find ourscives,
and it’s my job and that of peoplc like me
to try {o lind our way out of it.

Before we po into that, perhaps you
can pive us a historical look at Treland,
the land of saints, scholars, and troubles.
Did it all begin with the invasion by
Stronghow in 11702

I one wants to understand (he irish
problem, one can go back as far as one
likes, but what is required is clear under-
standing. 1rcland was celonized by
Britain in the seventeenth century, The
colonizers, the scitlers of that day—I
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Whien you consider that Northern
Ireland is ahout {he size of Con-
necticut and that 1,500 people
have been killed, the equivalent
figure for the United States would
he 215,004,
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won't deseribe them as scttlers now;
having been there three bundred years,
they've as much right (o be there as |
have—were different by refigion from the
native [rish-Catholic. And the coloniza-
tion being in the posi-Reformation
period meant that religion then was a
very .divisive factor, In that sense, reli-
gion is a factor today; it is a badge of
diffcrence coinciding with what is in fact
the primary difference: the sense of
identity or nationality, where the Protes-
tant people who serifed there always {elt
themselves British, and the Irish people

“who were there always feit themselves

lrish. So you have the two divides coin-
ciding, the Protestant-Catholie one and
the  British-trish vne. So  Profestant-
Cutholic is ordinarily talked of as a
badpe of basic national difference and
not of theological dilference.

It's more a difference between two
tribes?

That's right. Early in this century
when Ircland sought independence fron
Britain and democratically voted for thal
independence, the nocthern part of the
country, where the Protestant population

-was most heavily setiled, resisted and

wanted to retain the link with Britain,
So, to solve the problem, Britain simply
drew a line around the northeast and
created Northern lreland. which re-
mained in the United Kingdom but had
its own parliament, and the rest of Ire-
Tand was given its freedam. Unfortunaic-
ly, within Northern Ireland was lett a 33-
percent minority, of Irish Catholics, who
did not lecl part of tle state from the very
beginning.

Fearful of being absorbed into a
united Catholie Ireland, the Prolestants
have since ruled the North, an,exclusive
Protestant rule, in which no Cazholic was
ever in government or ever had (he
opportunity of being in poverntaent. “f'he
Protestants ruled with very serious dis-
crimination apainst the misority in
voling rights, in allocating of housing,
and in the distribudion of jobs. I fou
look at Northern lreland today, you will
find, that the over-all unemployment
figure is 10 percent, but in Cathulic
Duerry it is 20 pereent, in Catholic Stra-
bane it iy 37 pereent, and in Catholic
West Belfast it is over 40 percenl—this is
male uncmployment.

So.this fecling of gricvance developed
over the years and Yinally erupied. The
minority population consistently ivied {o
solve its probilems through norral politi-
cal chanucels nndil, failing in that, they
joined the civil-rights movemene.

Whick begon iy 19682

Yes. The civil-rights movement sought

simple justice and equality, and changes
in voting rights, honsing allocation, and
joh distribution. This moevement brought
a right-wing bucklash from the Protes-
tant side and repression against (he
people involved in civil rights.

What terms did the repression take?

They were banned from helding their
demonstrations. They were beaten. off
the streets by the police force. Then in
1969, nine people were killed by the
police. Those were the first deaths. And
that led 1 the emergenge ol the violent
grouping on the Cathelic side, the Provi-
sional I.R.A,, who were not in existence
hefore then. 10 is olten thought that they
were always (here; they were not belore
then. Initially, they presented themselves
just as delenders of the Catholie com-
munity, But, as we pointed out at the
time, there is a very thin line between
sugpesiing you are a defender and being
an attacker. {t wasn't very long until the
I.R.A. was on the effensive with its cam-
paign of bombings and shootings.

oves the penesis of the present

erouhles po back to the Treaty of

1921, when the countre was split,
with the six connties in the North being
separafed from the 26 countivs in the
South? .

That's right. And that has led to
today’s problem: How does one find

one’s way vul of this mess? We have very

clear views on it

Wien vou sav “'we,"" you mean your
purey?

Yes, the Social Democratic and La-
Lour Party, of which [am deputy Teader.
We have got a fairly vonsistent mandare
for aut point ol view, We believe thatin a
divided sociely there can be no solution
based on victory lor either side. The
problem in Treland is basieally a division
between {wo Iraditions. The line on the
miap, which is the lrish boeder, 5 not the
real divide: it only vepresents the real
divide, which iv o mental  division
beiween two raditions, the Catholics
Irish tradition and (e Protestant-British
tradition. The way to solve whal is in the
end a human division is nol by conquest
of one by the other, but by partnership
beiween both, :

We theretore believe than the right way
forward is for hoth sections of the com-
munity in Northern Ireland to agree ona
system ol govermment which ensures that
both sections are always represented in
governtaent.

Therve should also be a similar agree-
ment between the two parts af the entire
island so that both the Republic and
Northern Ireland work together on mat-
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Il(.'.I‘S of common concern in cconnﬁﬁc

development ol border arcas, enerpy,

(ourism, and the like. We believe that
this working logether would, over the
years, build understanding and confi-
dence, and gradually erode the prejudices
ind Jears that at present separate the
waple. Out ol this cooperation would
emerpe an entirely new lreland, where
lecisions would be based on what was
politically right for pecople and not on
butdated prejudice.

B R L L

French photographer Gilles Caron, covering Cotholic-Protestant street riots in Belfast,
recorded this bloody scene when the man next 1o him was killed instantly by a ringle
hullet. Bystanders vainly administer first aid.

Within half a mile of your iouse in
Derry, a large number of people have
been, to use your word, murdered. Are
they from both sides, ar are they alf
Catholics?

The last count when 1 left home was
103, They are, from both sides. Young
mumbers of the LR.A, have been killed,
young British soldiers have been killed,
innocent people on the streets have been
killed. 1t's a terrible tragedy.

When you consider that Northern

Ircland is about the size of Connecticut
and that already a total of over 1,500
peaple have been killed there, the equiva-
lent figure on a percentage basis for the
United States wouid be 215.000 people.

Which is four times as many as we last
in Vietnanm.

Yes. Most people who are killed are - -

innocent bystanders, because in addition
tothe 1.R.A. campaign, there is a Protes-
tant paramilitary campaign of vicious
seclarian murder—ijust simply getting
their own back by shopting innocent
people.

Is that the U.D.A.?

They operate under three different
umbrellas. The U.D.A. is the Ulster De-
fense Association. The U.V.F. is the Ul-
ster Volunteer Force. And the U.F.F. is
the Ulster Freedom Fighters. Nightly,

daily. they operate. Here's a clipping my

wile just sent me from The Derry Journal.

The headline reads: “Derry man

victim of tit-for-tat slaving. "

1t's an example of the sort of thing that
goes on—a young man with a wife and
child, with no involvement.

Why was he singled out?

Because he was a Catholic.

For no other reason? )

For no other reason and because he
lived in a mixed arca. This is a tit for tat
for the shooting the previous day by the
I.R.A. of a member of the Ulster De-
{ense Regiment.

A Catholic killed by Protestants in -

October 1976, Americans find it difficult
not 1o call this a religions war.

You must understand that the reli-
pions values are nol about theology. The
root ol the religious divide coincides with
the nationalistic divide. The Protestant
tends (o assume that every Catholic is on
that side.

Are all the Cutholics ont one side and
all the Protestants on the other?

No. First of all, 95 percent of the
Catholic population is completely and
utterly opposed to the L.R.A.. and they've
shown it repeatedly, clection aller elec-
tion. At every opportunity they get. their
political leaders have condemned (he
L.R.A. outright and without reservalion.
The chureh leaders have condemned the
L.R.A. outright and without reservation,

Broadly speaking, the political divide
coincides with the religious onc,- but
therc are crossings. In my own party. our
public representatives are mixed, with
Pratestants amongst them. OQur parly is
not seetarian; we try to gel both sectious
of the community working together.
T'hat is the only way forward. Otherwise,
we will have a permanent problem.

Some people think that there will
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wnit of the Pravisional [rish Republican
Army prepares for a raid.
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inevitably be w blood bath. an all-out
civil war,

Some leel that is a possibility, 1 tend
not 1o forecast deomsday situations
because 1 think the more you forecast
them, the more the thought becomes the
Father to the deed. Al the moment, it is
very, very clear that the majority of
people on both sides of the community
don't want the violence, don't want the
slaughier that is going on, But, tostop it,
they need to be able o create institutions
of povernment on which they are agreed,
including institutions of Jaw and order
that can deal with the violence with the
full support of both sides of the com-
munity. M's the absence of those at the
moment that allows gunmen to run free.

Therefore, it's the task of politicians to
try {o devisc an agreement whereby both
sides will sct up institutions of govern-
ment in which both can parficipate aud
which both can support.

At ihe moment, the majority—the
Unionist Coalition, which broadly repre-
sents the Protestant community, with its
leaders like the Rev. lan Paisley—is
saying that il wants a complete restora-
tion of the old form of povernment.

Thit would be the old government at
Stormont with « scparate parliarment for
Northern frcland, entively Protestant?

Yes. They want that back and they
won't budge from that position. .We
are saying that we want the responsibility
for governing Norcthern Ireland to be
shared by both sections of the communi-
ty.

Won't the Unionist Coalition have to
make some concessions to Dring in the
Cutholic minority?

Mosl reasonable people across t(he
world would think that, in a society so
divided, the ouly way it can be -made to
work is with the support of toth sections.
The ahernative Is starkly there for all to
sce. S0 § would hope that concessions
would be made. The great iragedy is of
eontse hid the Protestants in the North
teel that they are a minorily in the whole
country. and thal, in an Irish situation,
they would be somchow deminated by
the Catholic Church. The itony is that, it
the Protestant people integented them-

“selves inlo lreland as a whale, they would

wicld enormous intluence within the
couniry—such influence, in faet, that
nabody could do anything to harm their
traditions.

Bui the realily is that rheir opposition
to unification is preity implacable. They
are concerned about the lack of divoree
laws, for cxample, in the Republic. And
our view is that unification should anly
came about by agreement between both

sides. You cun't foree unity on 2 quarter
of the population,

What about the role of the Church?
Many Irish writers. uswally Catholics,
seemt 1o have an intense emotional bias
against the Catholic Church. Is that
deserved?

The Church has taken a very clear,
unequivocal stand on violence in Ireland.
The Church leaders have done that quite
well. They have made it clear time out of
number, Of course, a lof of people tend
to assume (hat the Trish take their poli-
ties from the Church? but that is never
true, in lreland. or Amcrica, or any-
where. The Irish people go to church in
large numbers. but (hey take their

politics totally independently of the:

Church, That has always been the case. |

ow strong arc the Protestant

churches in the North?

The Church of lrcland and the
Preshyterian Chorch are the {wo largest.
Of course, they don't wield a Jot of politi-
ca! influence as such. Just because you
have a figure like the Rev. fan Paisley. ..

What denomination is he?

He is a Free Prosbyterian, which is a
church that he founded himself. He
foundced his own church, and he founded
his own potliiical party. .

Isn't it allcged that ke got his divinity
degree by mail order from the United
States?

What you say has been alleged. I just
don't know whether it's true or not. 1'm
nol terribly tnterested in whether it's true
or not. What 1 am interesled in is the fact
that here you have this fipuze, Paisley,
whom 1 regard as a demagogue and as an
exireincly bigoted man, opposad to the
Church of Jreland, the TPresbyterian
Church, and the Methodist Chireh, the
three main religions of the Protestant
people of Noethern Treland. Yet he is
elected with overwhelming votes,

That would tend to indicate that the
church feadership, who are very wneasy
about Paisiey on the religious {ront, liave
no influcoce in stopping him on the
political front. But religion and polilics
are heavily intectwined in the Proteslant
community. When you Jook at the
number of clerical pentiemen who are
clcetesd represeniatives, it is quite n large

.properiion.

Are they all members of the Unionist
Purty? .

They are all members of (he Unionist
Coalition, which inctudes the Unioaist
Party, the Democratic Unionist Party,
whiel is Paisley’s party. and the United
Ulster Unionist Movement, which s
another extreme party that wants to
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shoot its way oul of trouble. Iis leader's

I have a very strong admiration for

‘1 ‘slogan is “it's death or viciory."”

-How are you going to get people from
bath sides to draw back from such vio-
lence?

I don't pretend that it's casy. It's not.
it can't be. B
political leade. “.{p—we've got a duty to
keep on and on and on until we get
agreement. There is no substitute for a
voluntary, freely arranged agreement
between both sections of the community
as the basis for a lasting settlement.
Therefore, we've got to show that the
right way forward for Protestant, Cath-
olic, and dissenter in Ireland is not in
conilict, but in partnership.

It's worth pointing out that several
leaders on the Protestant side have come
o agree with us. One is Brian Faulkner,
the former prime minister of Northern
Ireland and former WUnionist Party
leader, Another is William Craig, who
for a long time was a very hard-line
opponent. . .

hat about [rish-Americans?
For the first time ever, some
f Irish in Ireland speak dis-

paragingly of their American cousins as
dupes, pouring money into the LR.A. to
buy bombs.

I think one could get this out of per-
spective, No doubt some Irish-Americans
support violence in Ireland by subserip-

- tions, But therc arc large numbers of

Irish-Americans who, when I meet them,
are very much aware of the complexities
of the situation in Irefand and the evils of
violence, and who do not contribute,
That has got to be said and 1 want to
emphasizeit. .

Butl the people in America who sup-
port the 1.R.A. are quite fanatical. They
arc more Irish than the Irish themselves,
That seems to be always the way: the
further people go away from home, the
more cxireme they beeome,

What do you think about the new
womien's peace movement in Northern
Ireland?

This is a spontancous movement of
women, which started following the
dea(hs of three children who were killed
when the army was.chasing [.R.A. mem-
bers in a car chase across Belfast. The
army shot the I.R.A. car driver, the car
went out of control and Killed the three
children walking along the street with
their mother, who was very seriously
injured. There was a spontancous out-
burst of feeling by mothers in Belfast,
which led to the peace campaign, which
has brought thousands of people onto the

ose of us involved in ~
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John Hume in the Bogside after British
water cartrion dispersed a peacefid dem-
onstration of civil-rights marchers.

streets and demonstrated more clearly
than anything else the total revulsion of
the population as a whole with violence,
The peace movement cdni help bring

about the end of violence and make -

political agreement become possible.

We haven't talked much about the
British. Are the British the true villains
inall this? Is removal of the British army
the answer?

Obviously, I think everyone wants to
see the British troops off the streets.
Nobody wants soldiers on the strects
enforcing the law. Qur view is that we
want to sec them withdrawn in the con-

text of a political settlement which allows -

for institutions of law and order set up
with the peopie's support and with the
troops off the street.

However, the I.R.A. view is thaf the
British should simply get out of lreland.
We thiok that British withdrawal with-
out an agrecment between buoth sides of
the conimunity is very dangerous; it
could lead {o a blood-bath situation in
which the Protestants simply scize power
in the North—sa that's a very risky ap-
proach. To us, the main, perminent
clement in the Irish problem is the rela-
tionship between Cathelic and Protestant
Ireland. That will be there whatever
happens to the British, The British
presence is ancillary to that. We would
like to sec the British presence ended by
agreement between Protestants and Cath-
olics, with a peaceful Ireland left behind,

But there isn't much prospect of that
at the moment, although there is emerp-
ing on (he Protestant side nove, as well, a
strang anli-British fecling—hut for dif-
ferent reasons from the Catholic side.

Who are your own personal idols?
Mahatma Gandhi?

.

Gandhi, for Martin Luther King, and for
President Kennedy, who I think inspired
tremendous involvement by young people
in the Sixties in their communities right
across the world. He gave enormous
inspiration to people to give public ser-
vice and 1o tackie the problems of injus-
tice and inequality,

-In your review of Leon Uris's book
Trinity,. a bvok that apparcutly im-
pressed you very mauch, you cite Uris's
conclusion: “In Ireland, there is no
Sfitture, only the past Wappening over and
over. " [s that what's going to continuc?

There is a great devotion to the past in
Ireland, as anybody who knows anything
about Iretand would readily admit. We.
have the Unionists continuing lo march,
the Orangemen marching to the sound of
drums on cvery conceivable oceasion to
commemorate a battle fought three
hundred years ago. the Battle of the
Boyne, 16%0. They continue to draw on
the memory. We have our own tradition,
continually romanticizing our past, our
heroes.

My view of it is simply that each tradi-
tion has a right to be maintained, but not
at the expense of the other. What we
have to learn in Ireland is that a country
is rich for having different traditions,
just as you in the United States have
learned that you are a richer counlry by
wenving all your traditions logether, not
by any one thing dominating anather,
That's a simple, very obvious lesson, but
it's one that we have (o learn in Ireland—
that unily in diversity is a much richer
ideal than unity by conquest.

We have to learn that the Prolestant
people want to protect their rights and”
traditions—and it's rtight that they
should—but the way they have tried to
do it is by holding all power in their own
hands. Thai, in the end, is a position
which can only Tead to conflict. They
have to learn that.

Similarly, we in {he basic Lrish nation-
alist tradition have (o learn thal the
romantic notions of Ircland that have
been handed down (o us don’t bave much
basis in reality in Ireland loday; that
Ircland is not o piece of carth, it's not a
Mag, it's living people, andd that there ace
a million of them who are Prolestants,
and we cannot conquer them or drive
them into the sea. What we must do is
seck a basis of living with them in equity,
i peace, and in justice,

The task of rish patriotism should e
spilling sweat rather than bleed. so that
we can build a country together. and in
that way grow and develop a friendship,
and a conlidence in one another. D
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Condemnation of PIRA Violence, IT, 8 March 1977

Never in the long history of Ireland had any organisation claiming to represent basic nationalist
aspirations reduced itself to the level of the recent Provisional IRA campaign against a section of
the Irish people.

The leadership of the Provisional IRA have decided to murder people purely and simply because of

the way they work for their living — because they are in business. Is there no one left in the ranks of
the Provisional IRA. who have even a spark of idealism and who has the courage to stand up to his

colleagues and shout “stop”,

Is there no one who will look back over the past seven years and ask himself: after 1,500 dead and
17,000 injured, after over more than 500 bombs, what has been achieved?

It is no excuse to point to the atrocities of others. The Provisional IRA are responsible for their own
actions and for the suffering they have brought on their own people. And what has the leadership of
the Provisional IRA given in return to the thousands of young people who have idealistically joined
their ranks and who now find themselves in graves or in jail?

In our city anyone who looks back over the past seven troubled years will recignise at once that
anything that has been achieved has been achieved by purely non-violent and political means.

Derry Corporation has disappeared and been replaced by a democratically elected council. The last
few years have seen a great improvement in Derry's housing situation. On the employment front we
have attracted massive new industry, Can anyone doubt but for the violence we would have
attracted more? '
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