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looked Lo the continental powers as politlcal alliés,r
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1

‘had been distracted by a century of turbulént,anq $0¢Qb;m

acccded Vo membership of ) Lhe Earopean Uummunify ; lWL

- lrish-American community.

" horrific events.

'Thus throughout the 17th and 18th centuries Lhe IPlSh

~1During the 19th and early 20th centuries they iooked‘fgitJ

‘The situation today is intriguing:

1

rcontinent have been renewed but now rect on-: the soliﬁ

;;foundatlon of the Treaties of the European Communityi

politicai achicvements of the past

tHe impressive economic development of the Republic in recéht?-

‘year:s., From Kurope have come Lhe

imemboership of Lhe

tparliculasrly

i
H

dignily and

memboarship,

e at innchin

in the Republic,
aLlalohood,

had boeoen

wibth

When bolh parts of tﬁb;'}}
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hundred yoears.

economic benefits of

Community which have Lransformed life,

Lhe neighbouring

sLifled by a claustrophobic bilateral:

and z2lso a sense of puliticaiA-

again in Lhe Hupuh]?ﬂ. which, prior to

island.
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" Tn recent years'the influence. of poWepful and bespbhsi

Administration has committed itself to prov1de economlc‘aid 1n

,iséue in the Atlantic relationship between London and Washington.

,td the
it was still excluded from Washingtcn. That 51tuatie-

dpamatlcally in 19€0 W1th the Kennedy Pr351dency. ,fz

i
i

.

Senator Edward Kennedy and Houso Speaker, Thomas P.

i

o

Bfought this issue to a péint where the Administratigﬁ"

éﬁould have been maintained during the past years of polific
;i .

qLive

concern of such men as Kennedy and O'Neill. I'he present;

1 ¥ ’

the event that a solution acceptabla Lo both sides in Nortbe“'

That is generous commltment It is humane, reSpons;ble h

na'
unprovocatlve. It is a major incentive to recon0111at10n.

was welcomed by the Irish and British Governments and they were "
4 f-t
bokh consulted about it. Ireland has become a }egntimate and serioi

‘r



The European Community,

id what of-Eufope?‘
pecause of its primary historic commitmedts to'regdnpil kS

emnities of generations and avert the recurrence

cannot stand aside from the confllct betweer two :f?;g:E

peoples.
Ce“‘ﬁh

Thc interacst of the Un1ted States and of the Eurapean

in’Northcrn lreland is [navitable, necessary dnd perfect~

-;...,-'._.

direch

lehitimate. This need not necessarily 1nvolve

] .
interventlon or support for partlcular partlsan policiesJ‘

ent, ‘the creation of the cothti

Lt should involve encouragem

in which the parties can resolve their differences. ]

ern Ireland cannotl

.clear by now that the people of North

their problem
.. be
'.“must/an issue in th

s without outside help. Northern Ireland“

e Atlantic Community. S

e situation festers. { .deepe
é

Meanwhile th
t soverdignt i

‘London exercises a frayed and somewhat reluctan

Northern Ireland while Dublin maintains a frayed and someﬁhét.

"geluctant claim to sovereignty.

e, :past.month - cry out for joint decisive act1on and underline
| . i . :

‘v the Republic's es

Z3EY

g to qolve the Northern‘
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&

sential role in helpin
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N ireland problem. There will be no progress until that need_

| “is publicly acknowledged in both capitals. . '-{;:.
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There is a natural tendency on the part of the DUb$E¢' B
;: 'which extends to political leadership, to regard N%héﬁérn'lrelgnd?é

- .
a a lragie insoluble morass on which it i1s vain tg w;ste the
cnerpy and coneern ol |)(J1'iLi.(.:J'.a;‘l.",, Lhe media and O'I"di_nary'
people. wWill it never end?" is the jaded rc-:acti.olix to the
labtest alrocily. "What is is all about?" 15 the rhetorical

quustion Lo which people would prefer nol. Lo hcear a’ reply .’

political vacuum of the past five years. Not alone is this
attitude irresponsible and immoral: it is also dangerous to

us all because it has encouraged the killers. The recent

- Thi ha: been Lhe disastrous allilude which generated Lhe

horrors showed, and 1 hope will, force all Lhe protagonistis
to this crisis to rigorously re-examine their own roles,

responsibilitics, hoprs and room for mandeuvre.

The British should acknowledge that the basis of their policy ;Sf
unworkable, a tfagic mistakg which must be set right., The basis
of thal policy i:, itn fact, an uncﬁnditional guarantee of support
Lo once seetion of Lhe community, the Unionisli, alb the expense

of Lhe other. This has ensured bolh Lhe alicnation of the
minority and Lhe unwillingness, indeed inability, of Uniionist

political leaders Lo have any meaninglul diuldguv wilh anyone

about the problem. Such an uncondition al guarantee to
Ian Smith that the Whites of Zimbabwe could remain linked to

Brilain o long as Lhey wished would have made Lhe present

negolinliong an Zimbabwe inconceivable, Wilh nuch guaranbeedn
o he would never Lalk Lo Lhe blaCks. Whal has Lhins policy
Vo producacd for Morbhoern lreland?’ Ha$-iL:prmduccd pcace? Has
% produced slability? Is it unreésonéblc Lo sﬁggest that the
.Limn.hau come for it Lo be re-examined?
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ﬂ} is Lthe governing concern of Unionists Lo protect the rightls

ghd distinctiveness of their own tradition. That is a legitimate

énd admirable concern in itself. Alas, given the politicai

-
w

Yheir Sceuri by roesls in Facl on no more Lhany an ach off Lhe Brl tlsh

jlimited British resources which is Northern Ireland today.

ﬁ} feel they should seriously ask themselves whelher this is a real
'?and abiding security? Does it offer any prospect for what we all

Ewant in this island: a prosperous future free of the conflict,

iinstability and violence of -generations? It clearly does not.

-’ It is in the interest of the Unionists themselzlves to jettisson
lt.,_..this straight jacket. They are, it has often been truely said,
;_a gifted and hardheaded people. There is no reason why they
:'-:-:'.hould not. place their confidence in Lhemselves and in the

l‘ strength of their own members rather than in the ephemeral

';-L:nmmi lment. of Woestminster.

."E'h(" LradilLional posture ol Dublin has beenn Lo claim thal unily

i Lhe only ::ulul,inn.. lul. whal dm:::. Lhan mean® Fors Loo long §L
has been lefl undefined and interpreted by Unionist:s as conquent

off the North by Lhe Soulh, Unity to many has boecsome, ineredibly

a dirty word. Ireland must be one of the few places on carth where
people seriously suggest that it is wrong Lo unite peopled Ara Lhe

;. 2 : i
* Government, parties and people of the Republic preparcd to accept "the:

sacrilfices involved in real uniby? Do Lhey acecepl. Lhal. Lhe goal s
a pluralist Ireland, one that is dominated by no section or tradition?
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g commi Lmenl, Lov s bifesyrgs il

éSecondly, they should make it cleap that there isg
;'

i
) st }« i
o N

EfOI‘ any scoljon of Lhe Northeen CommunilLy. There jo only o

|

silunlion in which L e O Buaran e

7fur all.

in fack no solution
solution. - They should

CE€5S, a process of
island, g Process
eed Ireland with Pozitive roles for al1,

te all parties to Participate in this procens the

L=

Soume will unduubtedly reaclt with

én initial refusal but the process should continue withoyl them, leaving

fhe<door always °pen for theip participation at any stage,

Ndeaed in embarking op Lhis procons wo ougrhl La by Cneouraged by
3
i

htr(:xanq:ln ol both L. Uniled Siatos anrl | Re oy, V‘umnurliLy.

N Lhe: Ui Leed cates B 2 i T ey di FErcpene e ol wrigin and i k-

L Oound They hioyee Fargece o ot bl Ton whiep Ponahile 1, Marne s | gy

[Renl it lerenecs Yhe common fresoa] Yol Lipe Flalinmg remain [Tl Tan,

Eg blacks are stilg black and the Irish stiLy barade on gi., PPalrick's

ay ., They have createq a unity in diversity,
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® I believe that they do but it is long past Lhe Lime. i

: . i

iwhere Lho meaning of unily should be Hpell ooul, Agrecmoent, Yo, 5
_;c:oer'(-irm Nne .
ie

The time ha tome for a positive and decisive inllialive. It must -

be taken by both Governments acting together. They should firstly §¥

r- §

jimake it cleap Lhal Lheroe fpe no longerp any uncondil.ional Buarantee; ij
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diversity.

Is it" too much to ask that4ﬁg,on this small island do:precibely]

the same thing? Is it too much to ask that the two reébansiﬁle
Government declare themselves now in favour of such a process..

Can we too build a unily in diversity?

0-0-0-0-0-0
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