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SPEECH BY MR JOIIN IIUME, SDLP PARTY LEADER, TO TIE PARTY'S

TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN THE SLIEVE DONARD IIOTEL, NEWCASTLE:

The SDLP now begins its mecond decade. We have no tine, indee ,
the SDLP as a Party has no inclination to congratulate ourselves

on our achievenents, or any on our very survival, We will leave
it to the historians to assess our efforts hitherto and I believe
we can do so with confidence. Our concern now is to.oonfront

the dangers and the opportunities of this moment and of the
eighties.

Equally, We_refuse to indulge our racia%éwiigigiéto every tradition
in this islﬁnd. We will not wallow in the grievances of history.
Be they the grievances of 1640 or 1690; of 1847 or 1974. "What's

past is prologue" is an attitude we cannot afford, either as

‘ nenbers of this Party or as nembers of this society. Neither can

be afford to allow reverence for the past, as so nmany do, as so

nany have done before us, to parahmﬁs our attitude to the
future. What's done is done. The future with its dark or with
its bright perspectives for Northern Ireland and for all of
Ireland is our concern as a Party and our theatre of action.
The SDLP, despite the abundance/égidence Wwe see to the contrary

every &y in Northern Ireland, believes in the-essential goodness

of hunan nature and in the rationality and dignity of every



‘nan and wonten. That is the ground of our hope. DB ut we are
not naive. We are not blind to the evidence of evil; of weak-
ness, of sheer stupidity, of intransigence, of hatred and of
fear that is all arbund“us]é'véry;day'.'t We' know that it cannot
be sinply wished out of existence. That is not the ground of
our d espair but of our realism. We are realis*s; optinistic

realists.

This in fact is why we exist as a Party. We do not clain to
have a nonolopy on virtue or on wisdon. We do claim, however,
to be the first and the strqngest organised serioué alfernative
to Unionien in the history df Northern Irelanig Our strength
is based not alone oa our priucip;eé, Which.are, ﬁe believe,
rational and reasonable. Not on our nﬁmbers which are, and
have been repeatedly chown impressive, and indeed wﬁich have
increased by twenty-five per cent in the past twelve ﬁonths,
but also on the fact that we are professional,'grass—roots
organisation., This Party has grown, to quote an innortal
phrase: '"grown fron the soil of the peopleis hard neccessaties".

It is now grown up.

It is a serious Party. Dy that I nean that it is hof, and it
refuses to be a nouthpiece of individualé or a nere echoing
chanber for idiosyncrasieg or émbitions; The problens of
Northern Ireland afe too sericus for us to afford such
indulgen-es . The SDLP is not thekgrOperty of john Hune or
Seanus Mallon or Drid Rodgers or Seén Farren, or of any
individual., We are the voice of &all our nembers and our

supporters. We offer a solid alfernative to the spliter

groups and indivualism of the past. The individualist ‘

politician, however charasmatvic, however brilliunt or the

splinter/.-.



splinter group has nothing permanent to offer society. 4n
6féanised and pérmaneht denocratic partylhas and that is one

of our strengths. We also try to repreéeﬁt many who have never
thought of voting for us. Not in aniattempt to secure their
support, although we WOuld of course welcone that, but because

we are & serious Party in a deadly serious situation.

And while we are on the point, and with great emphasis, say that
we are not the agents of any intefésf or group or'indiviaual
outside our Party. We are not the égents of Fianna Fail‘or
Fine Gael or the Irish Labour Party; Ouf consistent policy, no
natter who is in Governnent, and we do not>e1e§t the governnent
of the Republic, is to preserve good relations with then all.
The Constitutidnal issue which we represent té then is too
serious to be nade a party-political issue in the South. Those
who say‘otherwise nisrepresent us and ﬁislead fhé public. I
believe that the fact thet people someéimés try to nisrepresent
us reflects the reality that we try hard as ne nust continue

to do to persuade those with power or influence, whetherithey
be in Northern Ireland, in London, in Dublin, in Europe or in
the United States, to consider the problen of ﬁorthern Ireland

in a serious way and to use their influence to help solve it.

We say to then all, whether here in our native North, or in
Dublin, or in London, or in Drussels, or in Washington - if

you neasure Northern Ireland todqy against the rest of Europe

on a/..



“on‘a scale of one to ten you will find that we score either
one or ten depending your assessnent is one of wellbeing or
sheer nisery. Ve score/ggnunemploynent, ten on the pate of
enigration, ten on infant nortality. We score one on the
standard of housing, one on life expectancy and one on
industrial earnings. We score ten on prison population, ten
On civil disturbance, ten on economic dependency on outsiders,
ten on comnnunal tension, one on econonic develoment, one on
local industrial initiative, one on standard of living and
zero as a cormunity on belief jin our own future, As we look
down the eighties and furtheruwe ask everyone concerned with
Northern Ireland, including particularly our adverseries, be
they political adverseries or the nien of‘violence, to face up
to a very harsh reality.‘ We know that unless there are
radical changes Novenber 1990 and Novenber 2000 will find all
of us in Northern Ireland and all our children still suffering
the highest unenploynment, the highest rate of enigration, the
highest infant nortality, the worst housing, the lowest life
expectancy, the lowest eqrnings and‘the worst comnunal hatred
and despair, not alone in Europe but probably by then in the
world. Under present circunstances the future will inevitably

be worse than the past if no action is taken.

This is the reality which we ask you our adverseries to face.
It is a reality which now seens inevitable given the general
feeling that the problem is too intractable, or worse, that
realities should be avoided because they are either too painful

or too unconfortable, It need not be inevitable.



We ask you to join us in replacing with despaif with opport-
unify and hope. ;"W e should all be céncerned about the future",
wrote Charles Kﬂt%ering, "because we will all have to spend the
rest éf our lives there"., Northern Ireland does not have a
future af present. It does not have a future because there are
toé many'people who areinot prepared to face the harsh re-
adjustmenté that facing reality demands. We ask our adverseries
‘Huéévjoin us in building a ,.. future fbr the first tine for this

our -
comrmunity. It is / challenge to those who differ fron us.

I an, of course talking about partnership. The SDLP has never
stopped talking about partnership. It has used every opportunity
to denonstrate our commitment to it. Our record in the Northern
Ireland Executive and since then in local governnent is unswerv-
ingly consistent. It denonstrats that our policy is correct,
practiéal-and effective., In Newry, in Derry, In Down, where

we doninate the Councils we have denonstrated our conmitment

"to partnership and‘to generosity. In Belfast, where ®e are in
the mihority, we have used our vbte in the interests of
partnership leadership of that torn and divided city. Iy ove
actions let us be judged. Not b.. thé cheép snears which would
portray us as an entrenched intrangient Party. Yet, in
‘contrast, in Dallynena, in Cookstown, in Craigavon, in Larne,

in Linavady and in Arragh, we still witness Unionist and
Loyalist intransigence. Unionists continue, wherc they can,

to refuse any role to those who do not share theilr desperate
selfishness and obscurantisn Theirs is a policy of

despair about the future, A policy of pepetual seperation

and division. A policy whose logic is violence and conflict

and is disguised fron their supporters and thenselves as a

policy of self interest.



I believeit is now recognised that there is only one
significant obstacle to an agreed solution to our future and
that that is precisely the extraordinary friangle of prejudice,
fear and despair and sheer selfishness which cgnstitutes
Unionisn today. There are sone good reasons for the fear and
the despair and there are historical circunstances which ’
aécount for the prejudice. "Selfishnessy Gladstone once said,
"is the curse of the human race". It is the curse of Northern
Ireland today and it is a curse whigh_must be exorcised if we
are not to be condemned to repeat the nisery of the past again

and again,

A curious and destructive nyth has developed since we last
net in Conference, it is that the SDLP has abandoned its
policy on partnership in governnent and now insists on a
united Ireland, whether Unionists agree or not. Neither
proposition is true. 'I would like to place on record certain
facts which reveal the lengths to which we as a Party have
been prepared to go to seek a parinership agreement in
Northern Ireland., Unionists have argued that powersharing
is 5 trojan horse or that it will not work. We offered that
the agreenent would last only for a limited period. The life
of twé Parlianent, ten years, and could then be reviewed.

We suggested that relations between North and South be freely
~negotiated and agreed between the two. We were told bluntly
that there were no circunstances in which Unionists would
share power with‘SDLP. So nuch for the nyth of SDLP intrans-
igence. S0 nuch for those who refuse to stare the real
Northern Irecland problem in the face. We will cone to a
bowersharing agreenent today if we can find any Unionists to

do so but we nust face feality.



I said that the SDIP is conposed of realists. It is precisely
becasue Wwe are realists that we have been forced to the con-
clusion that there is sonme intractable ingredient in Unionisn
which prevents Unionisté; in present circunstances, ron naking
an act of faith in our future together in partnership., Our
facing ket conclusion, described by our detracters variocusly
as green rhetoric, nationalist fantasy and so on is, far.
fron being én escape fron reality, a confrontation of the real
world. Would/:iztréality were otherwise, Unfortunately, it
seenis not to be so. The SDLP is nore than ready to be persuaded
to the contrary. It is up to Unionists and Loyalists to
persuade us. There seens very little liklihood of that
happening under present circunstances. Now we have the optiom
of accepting as inevitable and inescapable the unending
proépect of iﬁtransigehoe. In other words a future of violence,and
stefility for this conrunity. Make no nistake about it those
who arguc, and they are ﬁany and persuasive, that we cannot
have any change because Unionists don't want it, are in fact
arguing for, at worst, a permanent state of violence or, at
best, a permanent risk ofvviolence, is a party which believes
that our problens are indeed extreme but that no effort should
be spared to confront and overcome then. We will not accept
that. Northern Ireland is to be consigned to the dominion of

despair,

An alternative exists that is to recognise and confront the
fundamehtal éause of the inability of Unionists to conteaplate.c

the future shared with non-Unionists,

Let ne say‘this I believe that there is very little conscious

nalevolence in basic Unionist cdomand for majority rule.



“however nuch justice there is and has been in the practical
‘exercise of nmajority rule., Their demand seens to Unionists,
and perhaps even to others, to be natural, to be logical and
to be righteous. It does not occur to then that it is based
on a DBritish guarantee to then of perpetual suprenacy, the

~ guarantee which is in turn based on specious pronises,

conmunal division and ‘ocoercion arising because of the

sectarian origins of the political entity which is called

Northern Ireland and, correspondingly, it does not occur to
fhen that this demand is unworkable and nothing less that

a recipe for endless. ecrisis and has been shown to be so,

It would, it scens, be unrealistic to expect Unionigts,
habituated over generations to confident suprenacy,to
surrender their advantages spontaneously or even 1o recognise
~its spurrious foundations. What is clear is that until

this happend they will not be able to bring thenselves to
share power with those with whon they must share life in
Northern Ireland. Unionist selfishness in this generation

is the result less of malevolence than of a privalege

which they did not thenselves institute. They will not,

and probably cannot, nake the leap of the imagination

alone. They must.be helped to do so, The DBritish Govern-
Dent, and only then, can do it. In asking that the Dritish
Governngnt withdraw their gusnantee to Unionists, the SDLP
is not/zzif-demanding any advantage. We are not seeking a
counter guarantce of a united Ireland. We are nerely seeking
a situation without guarantees for any side. We are asking
that, for the first tine, everyone stand on their own feet
which is surely the only basis on which there can be a true R —

settlenent.



While Unionists have failed to recognise that their situation
is fundanentally wun+cnable, several of their leaders have
given clear indication of anxiety aboﬁt the future. They have
.. expressed serious nisgivings about future British intentions
in Northern Ireland aﬁd even about the credibility of the

*British guarantee.,

Unionists generally have been sustained for generations by
a self-inage of industriousness, of high productivity and
of prosperity. Now they have secen with sone alarn the
disappearance of lozally based enterprise, A growing and
alnost total dependance ¢n exierncl sources of investnent
and the relentless shrinking of our own industrial base in

Northern Ircland.,

Most galling of ail they nave wavched with enVi™  nixed
with resentment of the rapid industrial developnent in the
South in which loczal enterprisés played a large and
confident role. The South hns obviously benefitted infinitely
nore than has the North fron Membership of the European
Community and this has itself, very righi'y, raised doubts
in the ninds of nany Unionists, about the willingness of
the DBritish to chanpion Northern Irish interests in
Brussels at the cxpense of other Dritish concermns. It has
even created serious niegivingsn, again well founded in’
concrete fact, about the wvuitshility, in terﬁs of Unionists
own interests, of a renote andl preoccuniceld Dritish Govern-
nent on:which they are abject dependent to deal with

their problerns generally.



Unionists arec also haunted by a Malthusian nightnare in
which they will be outbred and outvoted in Northern Ircland.
As the denographic structure shifts inexorably against then
for reasons which are nore than a rise in the birth rate, they
see with horror yet another foundatidn of their suprenacy
crunble. Like the Ronans and like their own forebearers of 1640
they sense the suppressced barbarions stirring nore

inpudently in their nidst. They fear the vengence of this
sullen tribe,sc recently the object of their contenptious
injustice. They fear that the sectarian nurders of the
Provisional IRA are but a preview of the genocide which is
being prepared for then. Theie doubts, fears, nisgivings and
dire forebodings are not without substance. What scenario,
for exanple, could be nore frightening than the first
referendunn 0 Irish unity on which the issue is in serious
doubt. .In an Northern Ireland still torm by division and
violence such a situation could quite possibly arise within

a generation. A generation which, if no fundanental changes
occur, will be characterised by a deepening econonic decline,
a continued weakeningof Uninaig*:self-confidence and a growing
dependence on en untrustworth, introspective, impotent and
regentful Britain., This is the scenario I had in nind when

I said that Northern Ircland has no future unless there is
radical change., The SDLP holds that there is a creative and
prosperious future for all of us here, Unionist and non-
unionist alkke., There is a najor role for Unionists to play
in a new and agreed Ircland and the SDLP will fight with then
to ensure that their right to play this role to the full is
secured, Our Party has been giving serious and again I use
the word deliberatly, realistic consideration to the possible

structures of an agreed Ireland such as night best acconnodate

the/ ..



substantial anxities of Loyalists and we have at this
Conference published sone of the fruits of our reflections

in a docunent entitled !'A Strategy for Peace'., Unionists then-
selves are obviously the best placed to determine which of the
‘options, a’unitary; a federal or a confederal Irish state night
best suit their interests. The SDLPhas convinced that the nost
secure, the nost prosperous and the nost congenial future

for Unionists will be found in an agreed Ireland, whatever

its structural configwration which is a close and agreed
relationship with Great Britain and which gives expression to
the nany interlocking relationships between the people of these
islands.  What is nore, they will have a greater and nore
secure role in shaping their own future than they have now

for it will be based on their own strength,rathern than the
transient whing of a Dritish Parliament and Ireland will be

the richer too for the diversity fhich they will create.

Fellow delegates as our sccond decade begins we look to the
eighties with hope and with a courage without which the SDLP
would not exist to recognise the full extent of our problen

and the difficult neasures nedessafy to overcone then,

As we neet Northern Irland is once again gripped by rising
tension and a renewal of division in our comrmunity because
of the dangers in the delicate 'II' Block issue. We have
debated this in a very full way and we have confirned our
policy. Here I will only repeat that, if requested, we
stand ready to use our good offices to defuse the dangers
of the situation and to save hunan lives. 'II' Block is
but ‘another groteshe sympton of the basic sickness which is

convulsing Northern IrelandsW.en a systen of order is not

based/ oo
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based on the consensus of that society there will always

be distortions of that systen of order and there are and have
been nany. D ut our concern for hunan rights does not stop
at 'O! Block. We have to say and we say again to those
organisations and those who engage in violence and their
supporters that we in this Party do not need lectures or
advice fron then on hunan rights. The .nost fundanental hunan
right of all is the right to life and those organisations who
take life diminish the hunan rights of everyone in society.,.
Years ago Thonas Davis asked, in condemning a vicious killing,
at a tine of great deprivation in Irelarn] "the people
of Munster are in want. Will nurder feed themg'.To all those
organisations who use nurder as a political weapon I say today
the people of Ulster are in want. Will nurder feed then?

The choice before our society, epitonised by this latest
divisive crisis is are we prepared to preclude the recurance
of such tensions so that we do not have this sane problen
again in 1990 and again in 2000, Does the North have a future?
The SDLP say to Unionists, to London, to Dublin, yes we do.
Our adversaries seen to be saying by their actions and their
attidudes no we don't., There is nothing to be done, There is
no hope. The SDLP believes that there is hope now if we act
together, Unionist, Non-Unionist, Southerners and British., We
in Northern Ireland, the wictins of a niserable past need not
be the prisoners of a castastrophic future. Let us for the
first tinme take control of our future together, our destiny.
As Leon Uris wrote: "In Ireland there is no future only the
rast repeating itself over and over and over again". There‘ﬂu
is sone evidence for his connent. lave we in this generation
the courage and the vision to break this vicious cycle? I

believe we have and the strength of this Conferei:ce and the

renarkable/..
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renarkable comnmitnent of you the ordinary nenbers of this
Party, in spite of great adversity fuels that hope. Let
us nake our future, not the past, the prologue and the spur

for our present actions and decisions.

(ENDS)
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