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the wall is a lso a challenge. It has always been 
very easy for us on this island to blame others 
for our misfortunes a nd never to examine our 
own consciences or our own roles in bringing 
about situations . I believe that that wall 
presents a major challenge to the people of 
Ireland todav, North and South. because we all 
play a part in" the kind of thinking that has built 
it. The challenge is to examine ou r own 
attitudes and examine them without any 
rationalizing and without any pre-conditions. 
It is a challenge to re-think, because this is for 
certain: if our past attitudes have led us to this 
juncture, they need re-examination. A nd there 
ought to be no .. sacred cows" in our 
examination of conscience. 

It is a challenge to the Protestant tradition in 
Ireland, which . is broadly Unionis t; it is a 
challenge to the Nationalist tradition in 
Ireland, which is broadly Catholic; and it is a 
challenge to the British who rule the North of 
I re land. · 

lt is a challenge to the Protestants in the 
sense that they have, as a people of this island , 
always insisted on their difference and on their 
right lo be diff ercnt. That is something which I 
think ought have everyone's support because I 
think any country is richer for its diversity. If 
you look around the world today, you will find 
that the vast majority of democratic countries 
are united precisely because they respect their 
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Next. we R oman Catholics must have a hard •- for a po litical o bjective and fo r po litical ·powc_r • 
look at ourselves , at ·the Irish Nationalist/ i-= what is wrong with telling lies? That's n_o t a~ big 
Republican/ Catholic tradition . We have been := a n offence as killino somebody. What 1s wrong 
handed down a version of patriotism, a notion ,_ with stealing? Wha~ is wrong with the kid who 
of Ireland that is hig hly romanticized and j~ robs a gas-meter to go to a disco ifit is _tho_ught 
which bears little relatio n to the realities of life •- patriotic to take a life for a political o bJecuve. I 
in Ireland today. Ireland is not a piece of earth. ~ think that our ambivalence o n this issue must 

The piece of earth that we call Ireland is be confronted. and co nfronted harshly. We 
already united~ it is the people of that piece of ~_:_· must recognise that, m the late twenti~th 
earth_ who are divided. Yo u cannot divide or [ century , patrio tism has mo re to do w1t!1 

unite people at the point of a gun. We have to § spilling sweat in building o ne's country th a n 11 

face that reality . Part of our tradition of •- has to do with spilling blood . . 
patriotism is a tradition of what is described as i~ This a lso has to do with attitudes . As I sa id 
.. the armed struggle'-' . rn reality . this leads to ·- above in Ireland we do not have a divided 
unjustified violence. ln a countrv with a := piece ~f earth ~ we have a divided people. This 
divided peo ple we cannot achieve ., unity by ~ means that the first s tep o n the road to real 
killing one another. We s till do not rea lise this: :: unity is the acceptance of difference ins tead of 
it simple canno t be d o ne. This part o f our \~ the notion that we sho uld conque r the person 
tradition drives Pro tes ta nts further apart from - who is differen t from us. W e must aba ndon the 
us. If we believe in it , we increase the bitterness · thought of converting anybody. Instead, we 
which is at the h·eart of the problem of : must accept difference and show resp~ct for a 
Northern Ireland. There is evidence of such E different point o f view. We must desrst fro m 
belief all around us. i: imposing our Catholic traditio n o n Protestants 

More than that, and this to me is very ~ and learn to accept the fact that they a rc 
fundamental, if there is an attitude of mind i~ ~ different and that that difference is a good 
a ny society where a substantial number of t thing. If we continue down the road o_f thinki~g 
people think that human life is secondary to a : the Catholic tradition in Ireland can impose its 
p o litical objective, that you can kill for . entire viewpoint on the Protestant o ne . we ~re 
po litical reasons, then every single value in that : not going down the road to unity; we a re going 
society will be destroyed . For if human life is j down the road to further divisio n. 
not sacred, what is sacred? If it is right to kill i Here let me repeat and stress a po int I made 
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earlier. When you look across the world todav. 
wh:n. you examine the many democratic 
soc1et1_es that are stable. that are peaceful. that 
are united, you will see that the vast majority of 
them are stable. are peaceful and are united 
because they accept difference. Thev are built 
O? constitutions which recognise the'ir internal 
d1ffer~nce and respect their national diversity. 
Th.at 1s the real basis of their unity. because 
unity cannot be won by conquest. 

Peopl~ who insist that their point of view, 
and their point of view alone mus t be the 
predo~inant one, are people wh~ have no faith 
in their own beliefs and no faith in their own 
values. T~is _paradox is worth scrutinizing. If 
our conv1ct1ons have roots that are deep 
enough and strong enough, then thev will live 
- and let live. · 

The great contribution of the Irish to the 
world has been as a wandering people. We were 
the first "boat people", the first great diaspora . 
Th~ Iris~ wh~ went across the world brought 
the1r behefs with them and retained them. They 
accepted other nationalities and people from 
other lands but they retained their distinctive 
Irish roots. They made a· remarkable 
contribution, in terms of Christian 
development and of political and democratic 
development, to many countries across the 
wo~ld. If the Iri~h who ~ent overseas managed 
to hve harmoniously with other nationalities , 
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why, on our 9wn little piece of earth, do we 
think it is right to kill and die for Nationality? 

Then there ·s the British who rule Northern 
Ireland - who in fact hold all power there. 
You would be forgiven, from time to time, for 
thinking that certain prominent politicians in 
the North of Ireland wield power. We do not 
wield any. All power resides with the British 
Government. And they have consistently taken 
an attitude, particularly in more recent times, 
that they are like harassed referees, keeping 
apart the warring factions of the wild Irish. 
They are not referees~ they a rc part of the 
problem and they must be part of the solution . 
Their attitudes a nd politics are very much part 
of the problem. These, can be summarised in 
three basic points. 

The first and most devastat ing policy is the 
one which gives a guarantee to one section of 
the population: that as long as they remain in 
the majority they will be protected. That seems 
very democratic in one way but just look at the 
position in view of the origins of Northern 
Ireland as an entity. Northern Ireland was 
deliberately carved out of the map of this island 
with its territory chosen because of the size of 
its sectarian majority. Now the British 
Government says to that artifically created 
majority: "you can remain the way you are as 
long as you have a majority". What, in effect. 
arc the British Government forcing Protestants 
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to do? They are trapping them into sectarian 
solidarity. They know this is the means of 
maintaining power because their power is 
based o n a sectarian headcount in the first 
place. It is hardly surprising that Protestants 
wish to maintain sectarian solidarity; it is the 
basis of their power and their privileges. 
lJ_ n!o_rtuna~ely , that ensures a permanent 
d1v1s1on m the community based on 
sect~rianism . It prevents any real effort at the 
healing process that is necessarv if we are to 
solve our problems. Britain mu;t realise that 
there is another way. That other way must 
relate t~ promoting the acceptance of diversity, 
promolmg the accommodation of difference in 
I re_l and as the basis of peace. stability and 
unity. 

The second theme of current policy is that 
a ny system of government or any devolution of 
power must have widespread community 
acceptance, must be acceptable to both sides. 
In p_ra~~ice. that is _short-hand for "power­
sha:tnl?: . But that 1s not a policy. It is an 
aspiration. Because Britain does not 
impleme~t that policy, it a llows a section of the 
commur:i1ty to veto it. That veto derives from 
the fir~t. part of the policy where an 
uncond1t_10nal guarantee ha~ been given. 

The third element of the policy is the one that 
is called ''firm s"ecurity": root o ut those who 
commit violence by firm security measures. Jn 
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practice. in its practical application on the 
ground, that policy is a contradiction of the 
political policy of bringing people together. 

Let me give you an example. The 
"Emergency Provisions Act" is the name of the 
emergency legislation in Northern I re land. In 
the last twelve years 60,000 people have been 
arrested unde.r that Act. When I remind you 
that there are 600,000 Catholics in Northern 
Ireland you will realise what I am talking 
about. The 60.000 people arrested were mostly 

. Catholics under the age of 25. They were held 
for periods ranging from forty-eight hours to 
seven days. When you consider that only 12o/r. 
of them were ever charged with anything and 
that 70% of them were only asked questions 
about what other people were doing, then you 
can see that this legislation is not being used to 
bring people to justice but as an intelligence­
gathering mechanism. There needs to be a 
complete re-appraisal of the system if justice is 
to be done. 
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