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OPEMING  REMBARLS MY Jode HUME
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I would like to welcome you all to inday's Conference. I hope ihai wour
participation will help to make Cho day's discussions wurthwhilg. In
rarticular I welcome thosce of you who are not members of the #$0LP but
who have come along because of your concern about apartheid, fumine or

world development,

In organising this Conference Lhe UL’ is aware that many people in

Morthern Ireland do care deevly zbout many world issues. e are censcious
of our role and responsibility as a political party iuv addressing those
iséues.- We cannot let the problumé and projudices of our own situatién
preclude any meaningful interesi in iscues of fundamental human imporimance,
Whether we are unionists or rationalisi, British or Irish, slaclk - Hhiin,
vwe arc all first and foremost humen baings. e st therefoie base our
volitics on concern for the human condilion and the need to secure For all

the rightful dignity ol that condition. pariin Luther g ooncs

a friend irn Southern Africa "Iujustice anyvhere threateun jusiice o

It is for that reason that we in lorthern Jreiand should try {o lcarn more

and do more about the gituntion of others ih the world,

ije have decided to focus our fonference on alrica. We liive done 80 becous
in that 'vast and complex continent' as Imréin Luther King described it there
are many inferlocking igssues which are crystallized in windordeve Lomeni,

rass poverty and injustice. te have done zo also becavus o arc ponnetsun oF
the fact that many of ug, undprutaudubly, think broadly in torms of a

third world with little conse of ueoyles'idehtities or cultures vhatever about.

OQur concern fFor their living conditions




o P e
It is perhaps appfopriate that the SPLE should look at the condition of
Africa and the rclationship ol our part of the world with it. Our Party
was founded out of the Civil dights ilovement., ‘'he movement took much of
its inapiration from thé Civil dights hovemenl in Americu.undor Hartin
Iuther King. It is not widely enourh recognised hovever that much-of
Hartin Luther Xionpg's oun inspirution.nad come [rom arricz ond the words
and writings of its leaders??;uthors,aﬂd particularly at a time when africa

was apparently achieving its politiecal indepandence,

Hany of Africa's hopes of thal time have untfortunately beon cruelly
frustrated. Uur gpeckers todoy will ive ug gope ace ot 6f-thiﬁ and the
various factors underlying lhose pvnéiams. Amonyz those factors is the
historic underdevelopment and awbuse of afrien under colouialiesm, continuai;
economic colonialism and exwviviblation, peer wid proxrsmes and inadequate
and sometimes inappropriate develoyp.sat prograsmes. In cur Conlerence we
will want to looir at those facters which we con help Lo elnnge. 1 hope

that our discussions vill zive un a belicr wxlerstandine uf the problens
facing ifrica and help us o sharcen our comitment to demling with them,

I have né doubt that people herc have o cowmjémcnt 10 world justice. That
has been shown in Lhe responses o varicug fund—vuising-iniﬁiatives for
famine relief or development. 1C nas been shown by the thousands of letters
which people here sent to polilicual representelives and the nundredsof
petitions ‘from all soris of groups, schools and commmilies. I do not
believe that this has been appreciated er reflected by the media. I often
see commentators criticising people here, particulurly politicians, for being
too insular. It'does not pay me to criticisc the media but 1 would point out

that on several occasions vhere iu speeches in destminster or Uhe puropean



Parliament 1 have addressed issues guch ag famine, aparthceid or the need
for a new international cconomic crder the local medin huve decided ﬁhat
such matters do not reuliy deserve much coverage. Yhis comerative dpﬂtuy
by some scctions of the media doe: annoy we when I compore il to some

of the very minor issues whici 1 am ortEH acked to comrent on or wronounce

upon- 2 2

Political revresentntivis alone cannot be blamed for LhP ingularity of cur
politicc. #wo weeks ago I gave an address in America which covered Soubh
Africa, world poverty and the arme iace. Out of twelve pﬁﬁo% of sceript

which the press received, more covopase vent to theinne pogre @n Ireland tﬂan
the rest of the sneech. Some of Sow wmithe hoe surorised to hnoy that the

SDLY has a policy docvment ”qu lolitics of Hunger" as. Party ?5licy for two
years now. At the time of its adorfion nl our SJonferonco, 1t wao uufoftuﬁatcly
ignored by the media who were move interenied :i.-u‘\:‘p:l_i tr;“:.?.'i;i prreponallies.  Un
one occasion a journzlist actually asted me io chanre the asew yvear statemnent
I had issued because it wos ""1] intormational and thot doeznt't interest
people here". As far as I‘tuii concoerncd such dnsues do owd should ﬁnl:;:z:uat

people here,

The issue which nost occupies théue vencerns ab resent ol courue is the
situation in South africe. o up. whosigsg Lhu'uaturc.uf‘:xartheid and 1tg
effects on peoplé's lives. 1 bhin't Lol sesle hepe olten wndorestimate
the rea;it} of.apaftheid ;Arcuivinq il LG e gush 2 therowsh-roine scheme of
political diserimination. 1% Ta Uml ead cwero amoundin- Lo oa fully comproinoensive
denizl of hwnan rights and digat iy el weoan o) Life Few iwiividuals,

comuuiti ties and cntire‘neoyle:. PL i oo orime geesinse el by and ve musé

make every offort in solidarily with ihe i :-le of vavsls in south Africa

to bring apartheid dowir. Mat Lroiodon oo e Seerindver sl Lol “"ICL] s,
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But as this Conference will bear out, there is more suffering in Africa
than that under Apartheid and that poses uncomfortdble issues for people

in the Vestern World. We must fuce the fact that at the global leovel posrer

relationships and cconomic circumstancoes batray many of Lhe hnllmarks ol

Avartheid. Pover and wealth iz concentrated in the hands of a minority, In
a situation of plenty the majority of people sufler underdevelorment,

lack education and health faeilivies, Mee walnutrition and worl for a

less than meagre living while yroducing wealth or respurce:n o1 otherg

A3 uell as looking at the doveloanent needs of Afvica and the types and
quality of aid which we bave committed Lo Lhat resion ve will ool at
the question of ihe internntions ] cevrnsnic order ond its role in

x
propugating the poverty and undordeva puent of Atrica.

I look forward Lo hearing the congeibulions . Crem our disbivuiched Upesherg

and the discussion which wili rolioy. e hope not JUSL to deseribe the problems

of Africa but to analyse theyn crd ldentifly the chin-es thnb we can help to
éffect. ‘We in Ireland can,l Lelicve fay i gpecial rolo on ihese iscues
riven own history. 1 have told American audiences Lhal *lrelond laew fomine
in the last century, it is for bkat reason bhat our ecountry ias been so
moved by the present suf ferin of Afvica. we lnmow that our fownines wore

not smply natural disssters. iintovy showvs Uit Trish peovle vere shurvod
or forced to lcave their notive lapd teciuse of unjust distyibubion of iand,
poverty uand exbortion which Toreed the production of casa crops {or the
wealthy abroad instead of fuﬁd For the hunsry ob home, trade agtructures wikic
knew no morality and unequl pover relationshipe bebween cowibries. {hese

~

are the sane injustices and abuurdi Lies which crueiiy Africa today."
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Yorld hunger demands change not just charity. There can be uo yuestion

about Ireland's response to the alrican wibuation in terms of charity.
Let us also set about purguing: the fundasental chanses vhich basic justice

and brutal reality demand.
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