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I am deeply honoured to chair tonight's anniversary rally. I look forward
to héaring the distinguished gpeakers who are to address the rally and in
particular to the contribution by Reg geptember of the ANC Executive who
has come to talk to us. Some of you will be aware that it had been hoped
that we would have Mary Benson to deliver a special commemorative lecture. |
Infortunately illness has prevented this but perhaps there will be another

opportunity in the course of events planned for the coming year.

I hope that such events and actions organised in the coming yéar by the
Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement in co—ordination with the programme out—
1ined by the ANC will allow people here to deepen their understanding of
the situation in South Africa, the nature of ‘Apartheid and its role in

the world and fhe ANC's role and leadership in the effort to end that evil-
regime. 'This year's events in Treland hopefully will be not 80 much about
commemmoration as commitment as we usec programme outlined by the ANC 1o
focus on the important themes and issues in the ANC's agenda and sharpen

our own activity on them.

Tt is appropriate that in tonight's rally the Irish Anti—Apartheid Movemenl
is displaying the broad base of its own work in Ireland gpanning the pol-
jtical and social spectrum. That broad base parallels’the span of member—
ship'and involvement which make up the ANC jtself. It harnesses the basic
commitment against the injusiice ol Apartheid shared by people of all
religions and none, a1l colours and all areas of the normal political spec-
trum be they conservative, socialist, liberal, commnist or whatever- In
the ANC people who sincerely hold many differentl beliefs on a range O

matters have unitéd on the fundamental issue of democracy, human rights

+and social improvement. They have in that unity enriohed each other

in their thinking, gtrengthened their agtruggle and jnapired the wider

international community.

In Ireland we who oppose Apartheid and uphold the Freedom Charter proclaimed

by the ANC must seek further to emulate that unity of purpose. I would

hope that in this special anniversary year and this very telling period

in Soutlhern African affairs that the TIrish Anti—Apartheid Movement can

enjoy the full pa.rti,ci_p:xtion ol all who agupport its aima regardless of

anyone's 4i fferences, however 8 ineere, with any o Lhopr affiliates. The

primary concern is our difference with the Pretoria regime, 1t oo
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disappointing, at the very Reast, if differences with each other are

allowed to disippate the effectiveness of our stand against Apartheid.
In 1987 let all who understand and respect the sacrifice, leadership,
ingenuity and wision of the ANC subsciibe Tully to those organisations
such as this Anti-Apartheid Movement which liaise with the ANC. This
is important because this year is already witnessing a campaign against

the ANC itself.

As a Westminster MP my mail-bag often includes various letters and publication:
from the South African embassy and its agencies and from the many dfed—in«
the-wool Colonel Blimp institutes and foundations based in London. After
experiencing the mixed emotions of anger and amusement which these daft,
dishonest and dangerous publications promote I tth post them to Kader Asmal.

I do so not because I believe in chain letters and not because I would not

enjoy dumping them but on the basis that it will help Kader's "propagandawatch"

and ensure that he "knows the enemy" as it were, .

These propaganda tracts now devote far less space to the ridiculous, but
none the less contemptible, effort of sanitising the image of the Pretoria

regime and its Apartheid network. fTheir main purpose is to rebuke the case

for sanctions and to discredit the ANC.

One particular publication which I sent to Kader was from the Institute
for the Study of Terrorism. ¥rhis farrago of innuendo and misrepresentation

is trying to create a "reds under the blacks" scare, It caricatures the

»

¢ ANC leadership outrageously, conducts a most distortive commentary on the
Freedom Charter, calumnises the membership of the ANC and dismisses it as
a Soviet Task Force. Predictably it also dismisses sanctions and tells us
that Botha and Co are making great improvements in the political, social

and economic circumstances of Black Soulh Africa. It takes the line, pre-

valent among those sympathetic to or apalhelic about Apartheid, that the

international community has made ils point with the whites and having done
so should stop encouraging or supporting the blacks. You know the sort of

message — "It's alright, we are handling everything, you can go back to

your beds'",

This booklet epitomiges thig yrarta propaganda campaizn in sapport of
Pretoria. It iries to throw dust in our cyes to prevent us (rom focussing

on the realities of Apartheid and the present political sitnation, Tt
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tries to promote faith in white South Africa and fear of black South
Africa. Vhat it does for us is indicate that for Pretoria the two big
threats are sanctions and the ANC. Over the coming year we must make
that connection. We must promote action in Ireland and the International

Community which promotes progress on both those complementary fronts.

THose of us who oppose the white — rule regime and its "red-scare" tactics
need to be clear and purposeful about how we can help to secure democracy
and justice for the people of South Africa. We must do all w® can in
solidarity with the struggle of the democratic people of South Africa to
bring Apartheid down. That means total and comprehensive sanclions. Any
level of trade or exchange with South Africa can only keep "Apartheid Inc"
in business. It is quite clear from Pretoria's own references to their
economic interests and activilies thaty, that is how they sece it. In realily
perhaps the widest consensus in South Africa today is that international

trade makes things easier for Apartheid.

In boycotts or sanctions we are not simply making a moral point but trying
to strip away the economic fabric which protects Apartheid. You and T,
Ireland, Britain, Europe and the whole International Community must be able
to give a total and honest commitment to the democratic people of South
Africa on this issue. The people who can most sincerely say that they have
tried to do so are the "Dunexg Stores Strikers" the integrity of whose

stand has been a source of admiration and perhaps embarrassment to the rest

of us.

I have argued in Europe, Westminster, Ireland and platfovms in America for
total sanctions in solidarity with the struggle for democracy in Southern
Africa. In doing so I have heard many of the arguments for doing nothing.
It amazes me how intensely some people have fallen for the "red-scare” line
for instance. These are the same people who invariably tell me that the
arms race, stockpiling nuclear weapons, nuclear power and war mongering
interventions in the affairs of developing regions make the world secure.
Apparently this great international sccurity in which they cljim such
confidence can all be threatened by the fact that there are members of

the AUC who are commmist and black. The only alamentb .of “that view which
I share is the scale of international importance which it attaches Lo the

struggle to end Apartheid.
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I have often said that I regard the dismantling of Apartheid as the most
urgent issue facing the world today. In saying that I am not relegating
the importance of famine, world poverty and the issues of wider inter-
national inequality. Rabher I relate the importance of removing Apartheid
to properly addressing those issues. Apartheid is a crime against humanity
as it seeks to deny the basic recognition of others as humans let alone
respect any rights they might have. Tt is a crime against justice with
its calculated social deprivation and its repressive measures. It is a
crime against democracy as it puts all power and resources in-the hands of
an oppressive minority. All those issues internal to South Africa itself
should be sufficient to Justify concerted international sanctions. But
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there are wider dimensions.

There should be no doubt that Apartheid is the ball and chain of under—
development which ties the feet of the African continent. (That is not to
dismiss the yoke imposed on that continent by international economic
structures). Apartheid's warmongering hurts other African states and -
imposes demands on them which stifle their own economic tasks. With its
strategic position it can poison the economic tissue of other Alrican
countries., By operating as the Wastern World's Enterprise Zone in Africa
it has helped to undermine the development of more appropriate economic
integration between Africa and other areas. We can see the effects of all

this in the condition of Africa today.

The global picture is one of inequality and tendgion. It demands new inter—
national structures which will provide ior a more equal power relationship
and economic development in the world. But we will never develop such inter—
national structures and re-alignments il we cannot find a way as a global
comnunity of ending Apartheid. When we think of all the international bodiern
which have expressed strong opinions against Apartheid and hinted or

prominod at aotion wo mual aok why the ceffective blow has not been struck.
The failure of the international commmity in the face of Apartheid which

is s0 globally abhorred renders any hope of meaningful international Co-0oper—

ation on other important human issnes fancilul,

If, however, strong internationnl ity working in solidarily with thooe
who are working lor freedom in Sonth Alrica did acerve Lo rid this world of
Apartheid then we wonld have lLaken a big step nol just towards human richis

in that region but towards new perspectives in global relations. Those new
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pérspectives would open up the realities and requirements of the global
condition and could lead towards new internationdl political and economic
arrangements if pursued. I suspect that this is one reason why the leader-

ship of certain states refuse to co—operate in serious international action.

It is worth noting that the "Meeting of the Seven'" has more power over
people's lives that the UN has. It is worth noting the approach to South

Africa whibh some of that seven have taken and how some leaders in it have
lectured us about the immorality of sanctions. The highlightrof their last

meeting in Tokyo was sanctions against another state. We were told that

the message from.,the seven was to Gadaffi, "You have had it, pal. You are

isolated". Why then is it immoral to say thé same thing to Botha? They
tell us it is because sanotiéns might lose blacks joba. The sincerily of
that might be credible were it not for the fact that they are content to
preside over an international trade and economic system which specifically

deprives half the world's population.

If they want to help social conditions in Africa then they should be working
to make the Freedom Charter a political reality. That Charter underlines
for us in a fairly unique way that freedom is not simply about a flag or
about government structures or about political expression but that it must
also be about the quality of the human condition, physical well-being,
mental development, cultural expression and social equality. The ANC's
Freedom Charter is a model fof us all. The vision of the ANC's leadership
over the past 75 years has not received the recognition which it merits.

It is often forgotten that the ANC refined and practised the doctrine of
non-violence in a most powerful way. Albert Lutuli was a source of
inspiration to Martin Luther King in his quest for equality. Some of us in
Northern Ireland were inspired in turn by King perhaps not realising tnat

our approach had much of its origin in South Africa.

We recognise the ANC not just for the qualities of its membership but also
as the Lest approximate representation of the redl wishea of South Africa.
They are pursving a dedicated path in circumstances where they are denicd
every right of expression or organisalion, Their palience, discipline

and morale in a situation where they have been refused any democralic
avenues is remarkable. Their diversity and their wnity of purpose provides

the promise of a new, tolerant and just South Africa in wvhich people can enjoy

the common esteem ol humani
Voand live in'the security of true communiby
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