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I would like to begin by expressing my appreciation to the 
Council for Social Studies for deciding to hold their Annual 
Conference in Derry this year in recognition of IMPACT '92, a 
maJor self help exerc1se by the people o: Derry, organ1sec by 
Derry City Council and supported by all sections of the people 
of the City. I naturally hope that all o: you having come from 
many parts will go away impressed by our city and by the major 
effort that has been put 1n by all sections of our people to 
build a new Derry. I naturally hope that the visitors from ~he 
press and media woul6 taV.e particc;1ar note and ::-eflec::. c.:telr 
impressions in their ou~le~s. 
this ~onference tha:: - ' . . ' .. . . ~ iast remarK m:..g~t ne aescr1nec a~ Des~ as 
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·:::nc;r:ges :..:-1 our world that have taKen place 
a.1crle. i:1 tl'-le lifetime of rnost people in :.::-1is 

1n this generat:on 
room, changes tha~ 

have themselves naturally contributed to :::nanges in what was 
called the press and have created what we now call the media 
radio and teievis1on and the massive development of both mass and 
instant communication. 

In our generation, in 
a much smaller place 
communication. This 

the past fifty years, the world has become 
because of developments in all forrns o:: 
generation 1s even now go1ng through the 

mos: :ar r-eaching technological r-evolution that the ~-1orld na.:; 
ever seen. This has already had its major effect on political 
structures as witnessed by the evolution of European Union. And 
of course that techno~ogical revolution is al' about 
communications and the method of communication, something which 
.rl as e::; o r m o us imp l i c a t. i on s f o r w ha t we c a l l the :;:.> r e s s a :-w t :ne 
med1a o~ indeed the method of keeping our publc as fully :..nforme~ 
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Your neighbourhood was you~ world and loyalties were strongly 
local eg myself. Communication was direct. Public meetings in 
districts were both regular and normal and were the mear.s of 
discussing public 1ssues 1n detail and questi~ning public 
representatives. Journal1sm reflected that world. Journalis~ 
was about direct, detailed and even verbation reporting. 
Journalists in those days went to a meeting took down every word 
in shorthand and people were reported verbation. When we talked 
of the prr:::;ss everyone kneH whilt w~:: were talking abo~:t. 
Newspapers were newspapers and were the major means of infor~1n~ 
the p~~l1c. The press Has the fourth estate. It Has 

I: f1ad no C()rnpet1tior1. 
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jus: 1.0C3.l. lSSUeS. Since the population is much more e d lt c 2. t. e c1 
more people read neHspapers and are much more discernirlg. The 
reporter is therefor-e no l anger just a rePOt"ter. In a sen:::e 
every reporter today is an editor because when he\she covers a 
public occasion and major speeches are made, what is needeci is 
a summary and it is the reporter who decides what the summary 1s 
or what are the important 1ssues in his\her opinion that were 
raised. In one way that has changed the whole nature of the JOD 

and has substantially increased the influence of the journalistic 
world. It has also increased their burden of responsibility. 
The print med1a has also obviously been heavily influenced as 
well 1n the past fifty vear3 by the emergence or what we ea!~ 
"the rr.edia" radio anC: television and of cour-se all t:1at 
competition in communication has had its ir1f~uence in shaping t~le 

nature of the print media. 

And :ndeed 1:1 thr~ context of tonight's discussion what exac::y 
talkin·; about "t:n':? f:l:"':?'.:>ao:r: of :h:? by "rnedi a". 

;nee: a " JS 1: simply news and ~urrer.t affairs prograrr~es or d~es 
. ' '"' cna t. sr1ow ~ it simply news and c~rrent affairs 
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So this discussion 
enormous changes 
influences at work. 

1s overdue 
that have 

'I'here has 

and therefore 
taken place 

timely, 
and the 

g1ven the 
enormous 

not been to my knowledge any 
revolutionary change 1n 

real 
the 111 

• +-. ctep ~.-n discussion of. the 
jou:::11a~ist:..c professio11 1n on.e generation a~Dne4 Civen tl-1e 
i~:;Jor:-.ance ::)f otlr Silbj':?~:;t ~-his e\renlng to tb .. e 'Jery ex:s't.cr.:.ce cf 

clear tha~ such discussion is not onLy necessary 
to the whole revolution that is taking place ln 
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g:ven the cnanges that have ~aKen place 
this 

pre~1se~y wha~ we are talking about. The freedom of the press? 
~he freedom of the media? What is the press in that sense? What 
is the media? To be clearer by being more simplistic what is a 
newspaper Today? Are some c:Jf the tabl aids neHspapers or are they 
sea sheets, scandal sheets or bugs sheets? Are they any 
different 1n purpose from plain p1eces of printed advertising 
material that 1s pushed th::-ough our doors. Are they not 1n 
reali~y pure advertising ma~erial ana the use of scanda!, sex or 
b1ngo is s1mply a ~a]or means of increas1ng sales so tnat mar~ 
advert:sing can be attached. They are certainly not newspapers 
i n c h 2 t rue :et ea n i n g no r a r e ::.hey i n an y way t ran s m i t. t e r s CJ f m a j o r­
news i53Ues that go to the ~ea~t of government or the dev?lopmen~ 
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~v:ae~: in 3~itain 1n rece~t times. It has always been accepted 
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from t~e state etc thus underlining and perpetuating loya!ty 
a particular party. The same is rapidly emerging on the TV scene 
Hith the auction of TV 11ce::1ces thus agaln ensurJ.ng that 
commercial television is :Oeing forced down the American road of 
proL.t only and therefore producing a Hhole series of programmes 
that appeal only to the lowest common denominator and serious 1n 
depth discuss1on is Hiped out beca :ls e ' . t-ne numb2rs 'tJont 's 
it and the advertisers won ~ pay. At the end of the day 

~ r t 2IIeC on democ::-acy - ' eg ? ... mer:. c a 

watc~: 
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o~ the old days of jc~~nalism tha~ I mentioned earl1e:. 
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and media profession mee: 
not the government set up a Press anc Media 
~he NUJ model of the old days of ~ne p~ess. 

define c~early what 1s mea:-1t. by "press" and 
"me d =.. a " , w h o a r e t. he "p r e s s " and "r.: ,:; d =.. a " t ha t s ;" c ;,: l c~ =: ; : ::.: ::.- ::: ~ s e 
this essential right to freedom that goes to the heart of the 
:n a i r:. ~ en a:: c e o f demo c r a c y . = n add i t i ::m i t i s t hi s C o t: n c: ~- l a::-~ c~ n c t 
a G 0 ,_. e r n men t a pp o i n t e d one that s h o u l d i n v e s t i g a~ e al } c o :-c; l a i n t s 
from mem~ers o= the public against the press and media and most 
1mro:cantly it should set out in clarity a detailed code tc which 
~ .... 1ts o\-JI1 m~nt::)'?:rs .3hould 3.dhe::-e. It fellows £.::.-:..;:-r~ al~ ::=;:-_ :11a.~-
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1nto ~~e press and 

a Press and Media r:ounci l 
media and would have the 

w o u l cl c on t. t· o l 
a 1..1 t .:'1 or _;_ ~- :'! ~xpe.:. 

from 1:s ranks any memne1 wna :n:r:ng~z the coae. 

. ' ~ ~ 

lnevlt.a.tJl'-? 
""1' ,, 
c~ '-" ~_,· _;_ __... _.. 

1--JOU.ld be 



Given the ~a:u=e of membership of both the journal1stic and media 
profession ana. who woul(i qualify for member-ship, I have to 
confirm that I am not fully aware of what internal difficulties 
there might lie in the way of setting up such a Press and Media 
Co~~nc:i.l but think it essential and in a way it is doing no more 
than other p~ofessions ~ike the Medical and Legal profession do 
to ;.J;_·ote:::'::. t':-.e i~1tegri ty of their l_)rofessi:Jn 3.r"d to contr,-:1: ,_-::ntr} 
ar:::. >"'Xi t 

~- ~:Jurse one other ma~cr area :n tL1S 
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n~r ~V screens every night was what simply looked iike a v~~sicn 
of 3T~R WA~~ with computerized versions of bombs, =epresented ~1 
clots on a ,..," screen, always being deadly accurate :':o:~ their 
targets. ~n3t we never saw 1s what actual:y happened when ~hose 
bomb~ struc~ and how many thousands o innocent civil1ans wer-e 
killed and wh~t bitterness towards the West has been b~i:t up :~ 
th~ East. ~~~s 1gnorance :sal: due to Lhe so-called princ1ple 
that ~n th~ :~terests o:': National Security reporters on the z:~: 
onl; r~~o~te~ exactly what they were told to ~eoort er wtat thev 
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I:-:1 effect of course all these matters are symptoms of a much 
deeper disease and until the disease itself 1s cured. will keep 
recurri:1g 1n one form or another as well as different types of 
~epress1ve legislation. The basis of order 1n any society ~~ 
agreement ~y ~ne people on how that society is governed. That 
1s also the basis of democracy. When that 1s absent the sy~ptoms 
·,; ::. ~ · J: <::? e ;- :: e c -:.1 :.- r 1 ::-: ; s o H e s h o u 1 d d e v o t e o u :: en -:> ::· g i s s t o a t t a c k i n g 
the 2i~;ease. 
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~~-spo:-~sibi.li.:.y but wf1o else can ca!~·r:y 

today's Horld ~2s3~se 
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i~-:f l uence on today's worl~ an~ 
3ct~ve p2cple are not governments, parliaments etc 
a~i media Hhich works every minute of every day. 
~~ ensure that their contribution is to a better ;~ o r l d f o r a 1 1 

of us is to ensure that they exercise full responsibility for the 
f-_;ncamen 1~a~ c3""mocratis right to freedom that they shoulc~ ;:~r;e. 
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~~Rss L~~~2elves and thev are ~nlikely to tol~~a~e tha:. 

the~e? 
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