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FREEDOM OF THE  MEDIA

I would like to begin by expressing my appreciation to the
Council for Social Studies for deciding to hold their Annual
Conference in Derry this year in recognition of IMPACT '92, a
major self help exercise by the people cf Derry, organisec by
Derry City Council! and supported by all sections of the people
of the ”ity I naturally hope that all ¢f you having come from
many parts will go away impressed by our city and by the major
effort thac has been put in by all sections c¢f our people to

build a new Derry. I naturally hope that the visitors from the

press and media woulad take particulav note and refiec:z tnelr
o) i theil ; ] qe CJWL,AZ oL the subject of
Te I¢ descriped at best as
manipulaias tnemn!
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change cur worid that have taken place in thi
alene, the lifetime of mozt people 1 this room,
have t selves naturally contributed to changes
called press and have created what we now call the media -
radio levision and the massive development of both mass and
instan mmunication

In cur generat*on. in the past fifty vears, the world has become

a rmuch smaller place because of developments in all forms of
o}

communication. This generation 1is even now going through the
most far reaching technological reva&utlo that the world has
ever seen. This has already had its major effect on political
structures as witnessed by the eV“luthW of European Union. And
of course that technological revolution is all about
commhAlcavlona ana the method of communication, something which
2normous implications for what we call tne press ana tne
1a or 1ndeed tne method of Keeping our publc as fully inf
oss1nla, Indeed 17 surely will no? bhe long and 1
zady b2 happening wnen a dbktaziled news service may be

in adaitieon to ali of thzat thes public toaay are a much mores
educatec pub.12 than they were fifftyv vears ago and that too has
implicaticens for the subject that we are discussing this evening.




Your neighbourhood was your world and loyalties were sirongly
local eg mybelf. Communication was direct. Public meetings in
districts were both regular and normal and were the means of
discussing public issues in detail and guestioning public
representatives. Journalism reflected that world. Journalism
was about direct, detailed and even verbation reporting.
Journalists in those days went to a meeting took down every word
in shorthand and people were reported verbation. When we talked
of the press everyone kKnew what we were LFlnq apout

Newspapers were newspapers and were the major m min
the public. Tne press was tne fourth esi Wwas
] 2p e I* nad no competition. It conty
entry  1nto the journalistic W
Thne Journailistic boay y ol R
Sluenace or 3L th
naws must ref 4 oand not
he popuiatior educated
Par and are mucn m ng The
; cre no longer Jjust a report, a sencge
every reporter today is an editor because when he\she covers a
public occasion and major speeches are made, what is needed is

a summary and it i1s the reporter who decides what the summary 1is
or what are the important issues in his\her opinion that were

raised. In one way that has changed the whole nature of the jocb
and has substantially increased the influence of the jOUE“allguLC
worid. It has also increased their burden of responsibility.

influenced as
f what we call

The print media has also obviously been heavil
well in the past fifty years by the emergence
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"the media" - radio and television and of course all *tnat
competition in communication has had i1ts influence in shaving the

nature of the pfln\. edia.

he context of tonight's '13cu451on what exactly
media" When talking about "the freedon of the
3imply news and current alffalre programmes or

a r does
2 1t 3imply news and current affairs

does 1t inciude the chat show? It 1s lnteresting

American electlion how tne major canaidates have

the chat show in ocrder to communicate 1in more

something that most Duollc fiﬂures are conscious
the oni of ! i i

icle and o

"sound bite"
2rviews switeh off i
Aﬂp"oac“ Wwhioh i? it
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discussion is overdue and therefcre timely, given the
s changes that have taken place and the enormous
nces at work. There has not been tc my kxnowledge any real
th discussion of the revolutionary change 1in the
i ecssicn 1in one generation alone. Given the
nis evening to the very existence cf

emocracy 1% 1 *lear that ch discussion is nect cenly necessary

i3 ¢ 3
put fundamertz2l to the whole revolution that is taking place in
democracy itself

Tns item therelfcre to discuss this
a2vye , i a havea taken place 15 to define
rrecis=lv what we are talking about. The freedom of the press?
The freedom of the media? What is the press in that sense? What
is the media? To be clearer by being more simplistic what is a
newspaper Teocday? Are some 2f the tabloids nequapers or are they
sea sheefts, scandal sheets or bugs sheets? Are they any
different in purpose from plain pieces of printed advertising
material thzat 15 pushed through our doors. )\ ot 1in
rzality pure advertising material and the use of sc 1 % 0OY
bingo is simply a major means of increasing s hat more
advertising can be attached. They are ﬂertawniy pers
in th2 true meaning nor are they 1in any way ajor
news iasues that go to the heart of govarnment ment
cf th= democratic pro In are they th thev
fall ' T as it all}
vn voand

2
l



1

from the state etc thus underlining and perpetuating loyvalty

a particular party. The same is rapidly emerging on the TV scene
with the auction of TV licences thus agailn ensuring that
commercial television i3z being forced down the American road of
profit only and therefore producing a whole series of programmes
that appeal only to the lowest common denominator and uerlOJS in
depth discussion is wiped out because the numbers wont' wataoh
1t and the advertisers won't pay. At the end of the day 1t all
has =2 serious effsct on democracy eg America 40% voite for
Sraai dont !

press a at s rois

to freedom that goes to the hezart of the

cracy. In addition it i3 this Council znd nct

inted one that should investigate all complaints

the public against the press and media 2nd most

snhould set out in clarity a detailed code to which
Lbars should adhere. ‘ Com o

such a Press and M
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Given the nature of membership of both the journalistic and media
profession and who would qualify for membership, have to
confirm that I am not fully aware of what internal difficulties
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there might lie in the way of setfting up such a Press and Media
Council but I think it essential and in a way it is doing no more
than other professions 1ike the Medical and Legai prcfession do
tc protect the integrity of

ans exit.
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their profession and to contro

-7 Tourse one other major area n this who
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i zrtsinly oo & DUt inTesl ot oon o
LoERnG we do oot o bnow till tnds dav how many Were
slzaughitared in thiz 2o called Sust war. ¥#What the 3 on
n=v TV screens every night was what simply looked 1 >ralon
I STAR WARE with computerized versions of bembs, r < by

< ey
5 on a TV scresn, aiways being deadly accurate for their
1s what actually happened when thosze
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ombs struck and hcw many thousands o innocent civilians were
illed and what bitterness towards the West 1t up
the Ezst. Tais ilgnorance 13 all due to the 1
that in the ‘nterests of National Security x rte
only r=2porisi axactly whai they were told to report cr what they
wer= i.lowed *o report. All this based on the outdated principl:
that 1% 2 country is at war the population cf that
not be Iully zware of what is happrening, in
ares baing committed in its names




Iin 2ffect of course all these matters are symptoms of a much
er disease and until the disease itself is cured, will keep

ing 1n one form or another as well as differsnt types of
LV
t

4

e legislation. The basis of order 1in any society 1
by the people on how that society 1s governed. Tha

basis of democracy. When that is absent the symptoms
ep recurring 3o we should devote our en=2rgies to attacking
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