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obvious leadership deficit.

Inweather presenters” terms the world
political and cconomic climate could he
described asovercast changeable  stoomy
with severe conditions in some arcas. The
hopesolancarly post-Cold War spi ing
have beendisplaced by natural
preoceupations and anxictics aboul
recession anditsellfects in the West the
(h'plll(»I"cwlmmin'(lillu'ullic.\:mdgcw
cthnic fluxin the Eastwhich, seemingly
intractable inthemselves, also conspiie to
theeaten democratic stabilisation.

These issues should not he asouree of
despair butargeney. They highlight the
need for greaterinternational cohesion
and the reality of our interdependence.
They underline the need todevelopand
enhance the ECs democratic
competence and social and cconomic
purposes. Theyalso beg foran effective
realisation of the potential of the CSCT
lramework.,

These two European frameworks can
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generation. The tirst post-Cold War
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dStruggling against
hopelessness

By John Hume MEP MP
Leaderof the Social Democratic

and l.abour Party

esartI99 ormally entering

the EC ol the Single Marketand

soon the European Economic
Arcin The United States is on (e
threshold of anew presidency from anew

mauguration is just days away and the

azine

most Lu-reaching arms reduction treaty
has just heensigned.

Notsolong apo suchaconlipuration ol
eventswould have heen popularly held to
detine and determine anagenda for the
age yiclding azeitgeist of hope and
expectation. That they now fail to do so
mightreflectawelcome advancee from
siniplistic and cthnocentric assumptions
about the nature ofworldatfais but
certainly symptomises the abundant
uncertinty which isaccentuated by an

helpto provide certainty inan age when
we e inereasingly vulnerable to
uncertainty They can variously provide
engines for change or anchors for stability
asneedsrequire. The neglectof CSCE
and the Ewroseeptic vandalism against the
LCmustbe faced in 1993,

The use of the vicissitudes of the
altermath of the Cold War and the
recession as excuses to undermine
Furopean political development must be
laced downasan inresponsible betiayal ol
allour long-terminterests. ‘The
Government must stop subsey ihing to
uncertamty aboutour Furopean future by
then “now you see it now you don '
belietina Earopean ramework

The apparentevaporation of “the
peace dividend™ and ephemeral claims of
atnewworldorder™ causes acute
disappointment (but handly surprise) to
developig nations. Ido not therelore
espouse simplya Earocentric approach to
worldalfairs. MPs should consider their

Visions for '93=—

awareness of andattention to the US-1:C
differences on GA'T T and the media
coverage of the dispute over rapeseed ol
We should then constder ourawareness
ol anattention to the justand
undamental requirementsand
entitlements of developing countries lora
fair trade environment under GATT

The appalling sutfering ol millions in
Alrica (not just Somalia) and the
inadequacy of the official interational
response, argne not just for new aidand
co-operation instruments but the need for
ancwinternational cconomic order

The collapse of the Eastern bloc was
“the death of certainty™. Some
mistakenly ttumpeteditas the end ol
Socialism. Fvenacursory review of the
worldscene now shows their assumption
about global capitalism to he non-starters.

Weseemto have pone lrom false hopes
towards fatalistic hopelessness, Thatis an
index of the feadership vacuum. 1993
requires the birth of real purpose.,
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