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I take as my starting‘point the fact that differences of

:oplnlon on the polltmcal arrangements under wh;ch we live are
natural and 1nev1table.. “Indeed, dlfferenoe is the motor of
:progress. As alternatlve v1ews and phllosophles meet, new . and
_ dlfferent ways of doing thlngs belng 1mag1nable and feasible.

Wlthout the clash of 1deas, 5001ety is doomed to stagnatlon.

’The history of'Weetern'eociety iz one of differenCe'and‘its'
consequences. . For’ centurles,_our peoples attempted to resolve
,their'dultural, rellglous, polltlcal and economlc differences
by onevform or another of Violenoe.' European society has seen
a tragic history ih which attempts have been made to suppress
dlfferences by force. Witch hunts,'inQuisitiODS and crusades .
have 'been accompanled by full —scale ‘BEuropean 01v11 wars over

- the centuries.

Sweden,;of course, played its'full part in these perpetual
wars. ‘But . W1sely and fortunately, your country withdrew fron '
the self- destructlve madness long before your: nelghbours to

the South came to their senses. For our century has been the_
bloodlest of all. Apart from all the countless wars around the
planet Europe has massacred itself tw1ce in thls century. Tens
of mllllons have died because we could not flnd a way to live
with our dlfferences. Even today, there are Stlll unresolved

"~ conflicts in Europe, and éven w1th1n the European Union, my. own
country being the prime example You cannot eat a flag, but a

flag can kill you.'



:These V1olent confllcts have not béén resolved because the
'partles to those CanllCtS have not yet succeeded 1n developlngv'
strategles for peace. 'While terrorism of the Red Brlgades or
RFA typé can be’ dealt w1th as prlmarlly a pOllClng problem,
confllcts such as that in. Ireland are much more deeply embedded
in our hlstory and pol;tlcs, and- can ultlmately only be resolved

'_by a polltlcal solutlon.f

fThere are'three}optlons in the face of dlfference, whether they
be of national identlty,aethn1c1ty or rellglon.' to pretend that
they do not exist; to”combat .guch differences; or to accommodate
them. We haye ‘seen the failure of the. Stallnlst attempt to
pretend that difference ‘either does not exist or is an
lrrelevance.. For example, such differences were suppressed
'purely and 51mply for almost forty years in the former
Yugoslav1a. ‘But: the end result has been the greatest catastrophe
in Europe s1nce 1945.' We have all been sackened by the efforts-
f the. warlords in ex-Yugoslav1a to eradicate dlfference by
klllzng and ethnlo cleans;ng In Ireland the eradlcatlonpof
dlfference has been a regrettable part of our. hlstory. In my

country, we have also suffered from the actmv;tles of those who

' 'thought that bemng trish or BrltlSh was. a matter of life and

death who were prepared to make sure that it. was. It seems to
‘me therefore that the only ratlonal, human and reallstlc ‘course
of actlon is to try to seek arrangements which w1ll allow
‘;dlfferent tradltlons to live’ together while preserv1ng thelr
‘1dent1t1es. .The only sen51ble way forward is. to accept
dlfference as inevitable and see it as a ba51c and natural

principle of human society.: We must cherish the dlverSLty of



cﬁltures which exist;in=Eufope,'and seek,tO'presefve them and the

"edﬁilibriomgbetWeen‘them;'

"The second otlon to combat dlfference by force has also been

. dlsastrous. Force, or the threat of force, is not a useful

method of deallng with difference. Indeed, it oftens reinfo;ces
1dent1t1es whlch mlght ‘otherwise be only a minor part of a R

- person’ s llfe.' The use of force also generates more ‘force,
.,creatzng the vicicus ¢ycle of an eye for an eye. ' I have ‘often .
polnted out that the pollcy-of an eye for eye eventuallyemakes
evefyone biind :Violence dehumanises those who employ it, It
dr;ves governments towards V1olatlons of human rights, "and

| threatens the freedom and safety of all C1tlzens, however
remotely they are 1nvolved in the conflict. Indeed, it is
serlously detrlmental even, or especially to the communltles in

‘whose name violence is allegedly used.

" This lesson is ‘one for everyone - governments who think that they'
can suppfess their minorities by force'as Well‘Mminorities (or
more usually. mlnorltles w1th1n mlnorltles) who believe that they
can ameliorate their situation by - the use of force. The use of
violence merely makeslproblems more 1ntractable. " This is:

‘ absoiutely'olear in Ireland where the last quarter‘oenturY'of‘
violence has deepened the antagonisms between the various
seotions'of our people. It will.be no easy task to overcome the
consequent bitterneSStand division, bot we‘have‘no choice but to

try if we want to establish a lasting peace.



‘ organlsatlons.A

.eThe thlrd option is the direction taken after World War II by
‘those western European states who flnally reallsed that the
‘ Centurles old effort to destroy each other could nt longer be
'sustalned : From that realisation ‘emerged the creation of the
CounCll of Europe, the. European Court of Human nguts, and '

"eventually the European Communlty and the other range of European

The European Union is of particular significance‘because I
believe that it is the greatest ever ex5m§1e of conflict
resolution;in,hqman history. The fact that countries which had
spent centuries-inVading; occupying, expelling and massacring
.each other came together freely to put aside their past hatreds.
They came together to work in their common interests ‘and to
eqsure that-war could no longer be a.wey of settling their
differences., ThiS'in'itseif would have beén remarkable but the
fact these countrles still. preserve their . ldentltles is even more
encouraglng. It proves that it ' is possrble to establlsh
41nst1tutlons which- allow for common pollc1es w1thout submerging
the variety of cultures and tradltlons whlch_are_the real rlches.
of Europe. .The experienee of . the EU therefore affords.a”éood
many lessons’for those of whose who still have to deal with the
consequences of differehce conceived ‘as a threat,'bothfin‘Irelend o

and further afield.

In recent years we have been able to build on this experienceiin
- our atteﬁpts to resolve our differences and to end our conflict

in Yreland. Most people, irrespective of their preferred views



on the type of polltical system under which they want to- live,
‘enow realise that we can only create a v1able and peaceful system
fby coming to terms Wlth each other. The varlous paramilitary
lrorganisations know. that they cannot achieve their ObJeCtlveS by
-force. The authorities, ‘and all responszble political leaders,
‘yknow that they cannot suppress the paramilitary organisations.

“ Only by remov1ng the lelSlonS, fears and suspicions which exist

in our soc1ety which give rise to v1olence can violence be

-‘eliminated. .

_Differences can'only be'accommodated by‘dialogue andiagreenent.

' Last week we initiated the process of negotiation. Tt is clear

. from the early stages that our work will -not be easy. But it is
also apparent that negotiatlons can work, prov;ded we all _
concentrate on' building rather ‘than wrecking the future. Ne
‘partic1pant can expect any other to. give up their fundamental
rights .and asplrations, but we can be expected to work towards a
situation in which everyone's fundamental interests can be
guaranteed. By now, i believe all the people of Northern Ireland‘:

are aware that we will sink or swim together.

We live in a global economy in which our historic lelSlonS are
frankly 1rrelevant. In order to play our full. role in’ turning
our country into a dynamic part of that -economy, all sections of
our people Will have to work together. The perpetuation of our |
conflict is a luxury we ‘cannot afford. Driving this truth home

is really the“prlmary task of political_leadership in Ireland.



¢

However, success in’ our goal of obtalnlng a poltlcal agreement

"’acceptable to all sections of our people would be 1mmeasurably

ﬂ:_helped if the dlscu531ons were to take place in a totally

peaceful cllmate and if the dlscu551ons were to- lnclude all the
relevant partles.’ I have repeatedly called for the IRA to re-

‘ 1nstate 1ts ceaseflre so as to. ensure that’ talks can take place
'1n a peaceful atmOSphere and with the presence of Sinn, Feln. If
we are to create a mutually acceptable polltlcal agreement, all
partles must be part of the solutlon The present 51tuatlon is
essentlally postponlng the day 1n which we can finally place a
,'plan for agreed polltlcal 1nst1tutlons before the people for
approval in a 'referendum. Untll that- day comes, no polltlcal
leader 1n our country can be satlsfled w1th him or herself No
one can claim a victory untll we can all collectlvely,clalm‘a
l'victory for-peace, Only then can we definitiVely,state that the

cause of human rights has triumphed.
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