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Iranscript of Interview with Prime Minister of
Northern Ireland, Telefis Eireann,
18 February, 1965.

Interviewer, (Mr. John O'Donoghue): We begin our programme

with a special thirty minute interview with the Northern
Premier, Captain Terence O'Neill. As we said in our
documentary on the North some time ago, we think that mutual
knowledge by North and South is essential and so we asked
Captain O'Neill for this interview, which ranges over his
personal feelings on a good many subjects as well as his views
on North=South relations. I think you will find it a frank
and forthright interview which, incidentally, he agreed to

give with the minimum of fuss and formality.

Captain O'Neill is 46 ard entered politics as a Member of
Parliament for mid=Antrim in 1946 having served in the Irish
Guards during the Second World War. A short time after
entering Stormont he became in succession Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Health, Minister of Home
Affairs, Minister ©f Finance and succeeded Lord Brookeborough

as Prime Minister two years ago.

My conversation with Captain O'Neill took place in the

Prime Minister's private sitting room at Stormont Castle.

O'Qonogbyg: Prime Minister, when Ireland is playing England,
in a Rugby International for instance, what do you feel, as
Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, as somebody from Northern

Ireland?

Captai 'Nejill: I think we all feel the same and we all

cheer for Ireland and we always have done.

QO'Donoghue: You don't find any awkwardness in questions of
allegiances when Rugby is being played?

aptain O'Neill: No, certainly not.

/Q'Donoghue:
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'Dopoghue:  You have a very historic name in Irish history,
Prime Minister. Do you feel any sort of affinity, do you know
a great deal about, are you very interested in the family of
O'Neill, away back to the famous names of the O'Neill clan?
Captain O'Neills Certainly. Naturally this is a matter of
very great interest to me. My family really has rather a
curious dichotomy because I am at once descended from the
founder of Belfast, Sir Arthur Chichester, in the male line,
and through the female line I am descended from the O'Neills.
But there were two families of O'Neills, the O'Neills of Tyrone
and the O'Neills of Clandeboy, and my family is descended from
the O'Neills of Clandeboy. At this very point of time
The O'Neill, who lives in Portugal, in Lisbon, is also a
Clandeboy O'Neill ‘and not a Tyrone O'Neill. This is a point of
some historical interest.
Q'Donoghue: Have you met him?
Captaip O'Neill: Yes I have.
Q'Donoghue: This planned series of programmes on Irish history
by BBC, do you think this is a good idea, Prime Minister, in the
North, and would you like to see it extended in education
generally?
Captain O'Neill: I think it is a very good thing that people
should understand the history of the area in which they live.
It may help them to understand the problems with which they are
trying to deal to-day, in the 1960's, Yes, I think it is

a very good idea.

O'Donoghue : On coming to you personally, Mr. O'Neill. In the
last two months, particularly since the meetings across the
Border, it has been noticed that you have either shown or
acquired a determination which lots of people said you did not
have before. You have said very strongly that you intend to
be Prime Minister of Northern Ireland and to carry out whatever
policies you think are right, whether people agree with them or
not, Have you always wanted to do this and have you felt the

time wasnot ripe?

/Captain O'Neill
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Captain O'lNeill: I think it is inevitable that something one
says at a particular time is then possibly recollected for all
time., I made this remark because I was asked whether 1 was
worried, on the evening on which Mr. Lemass came and visited
me in this room, I was asked on televlsion in Belfast whether
I was worried that there would be some people in the Unionist
Party who would not approve of what I had done and I replied to
that that a Prime Minister must make up his own mind what he
thinks is right for the country and do it, even though this may
be annoying to a certain section of his Party. I have always
felt that. I think you must also realise that any leader of a
Party that has been in power for %0 years inherits the problems
and the allegiances of his predecessor. When I came to power
in Northern Ireland there were certain things that were not
smiled upon. One was planning, to take an entirely non-
political item of interest; another was having any kind of
dealings with the Irish Congress of Trade Unionsj and the third
one was, of course, that it was traditional that the Prime
Minister in the North of Ireland should never meet or speak to
(unless he said something unpleasant about) the Prime Minister of
Southern Ireland. I have still not completed two years in this
Office and we now talk in very friendly terms about planning,
we have recognised the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, or rather
the Northern Ireland Committee of it, and now Mr. Lemass and
myself have met. This constitutional disbarment for the
meeting was quite a hurdle to surmount. This was why I was so
grateful to Mr., Lemass for his willingness to accept my
invitation to this actual room in which we are having our
conversation, I felt all along ihat 1f he had agreed to meet
me in some hotel room on the Border, or something of that kind,
that this would have been entirely inadequate to the situation.
Now that I have been down to Iveagh House as well, I feel that we
have both surmounted an historical obstacle, which had grown up

over the years and which made it impossible for the Leaders of

/the
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the two parts of Ireland to meet. I think we have both since

our meeting established the fact that neither of us has
surrendered any of our own principles and yet we have been able

to meet in friendship mutually to discuss the problems which
confront us in this island in which we live. I think that this
this is a good thing. At the same time, I think it must be
realised that the bitternesses and difficulties which existed in
the past have naturally taken time to die down but nevertheless

it was necessary for the two Leaders to take this bold action in
order to clear away this problem which existed of the two Leaders
being quite unable to meet, I don't necessarily think that there
is going to be a tremendous upsurge in trade or anything of that
kind between the two portions of this island because,as

Mr. Lemass himself has been the first to admit, the tariff barrier
is erected by the South against the United Kingdom. Nevertheless,
even if there cannot be a great increase in trade, there could be
areas such as tourism, such as physical planning, such as
transport, such as agriculture, in which discussions can take
place. I think the very fact of our meeting has altered the
atmosphere. I mentioned in Belfast the other night that the
Chief Veterinary Officer of our Ministry of Agriculture had
previously had contacts with his opposite number in the South

but they were rather under the counter. Now he can openly

go to Dublin and discuss these problems. At the moment the
problem is fowl pest; it may later on be something else. This
has been made possible by our meeting and this is the kind of

good result which I hope will result from our meeting.

Q'Donoghue: Have you found out, Prime Minister, that you are
less likely to misunderstand each other on both sides now, that
you would seek clarification before initiating a poliey which
might call for reaction and might affect the interests of the
other side? Would you in fact consult each other before

initiating a new policy in one of these fields?

/Captain 0'Neill
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Captain 0'Neill: Well I think now that we have met we have got
over this obstacle which we both inherited from the past. As

one of the Members of Parliament put it at Stormpont when we were
debating this meeting the other day, we could now agree to differ,
and even this is an advance. I hope that if Mr, Lemass states

that he has not surrendered any of his long-term principles and
views and hopes,and I state that I have not surrendered any of mine,
and that I remain just as determined as I was before to remain in
the United Kingdom, I hope this will not be a bar to sensible
civilised discussions taking place in the future,

0'Donoghue: Prime Minister, if you have to initiate a pollcy
up here which might draw reactions in the South, or vice versa,
will the two Governments notify each other in advance of the
policies they propose to pursue - in some issue which might
affect the other?

Coptain O0'Neill: If you are referring to anything which might
emanate from these discussions, obviously we would have to have
talked about them a long time before we got round to them, You
see, unofficially there has been contact in the past and we

have tried, in so far as we could,on things which affected both
of us, we have tried to keep in some sort of touch, This was
easier in the early days of the Government of Northern Ireland
because a lot of the officials at Stormont had transferred from
Dublin Castle, With the passage of time these officials died and
the contacts died out and I would think that probably, for the
last 8, 9, 10 years, there has not been all that much contact,
But now that contacts have been re-established I would have thought
the danger of what you suggest would be found less likely to take
place than it has been recently.

0'Donoghue: You said recently that you did not envisage any
tripartite meeting between the Government in London - Westminister-
and the Government here and the Government in Dublin, Why is

this, because up to now you have in fact seemed to be stressing

/the
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the fact that the meetings between Mr, Lemass and yourself have
been organised in a purely Irish context without reference, except

the most meagre one, to the United Kingdom Government?

Captain 0'Neill: This was again in answer to a particular
question, It was stated up here in the North and also by one
rather, possibly slightly, extreme gentleman in the South that
these discussions had been ordered by London and that in the
case of the South this was the price for the Anglo-Eire Trade
Agreement that might be signed and so on, Well I have always,
and I think Mr., Lemass may have too, denied that any suggestion
for our meeting emanated from any source outside of our own
sources and this is why I had to make this remark because of the
Press speculation on this subject., There is no intention to have
any tripsrtite discussions in the foreseeable future and I think
I am fully entitled to make this plain because if you allow a
story of a speculative nature to remain in the Press, it tends
to grow and this is why I made this statement, in order to clear

the air,

0'Donoghue: Up to now Mr, O0'Neill, we would have supposed

in the South that you would have taken every opportunity,

not you only personally, but any representative of the official
opinion in the North, would have taken an occasion to stress that
you could not do very much without reference to Westminister,

Is not this a new development that you are stressing decisions

being made in an Irish context?

Captain O'Neill: It is perfectly true of course that, as part
of the United Kingdom and as a provincial Government with limited
powers, it is perfectly true that we cannot take any

very great steps without having those steps agreed in London,

but, of couse, most of the steps I have in mind are steps which

/involve
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iavolve finance and this meeting did not iavolve any finance
except the petrol used by Mr. Lemass driving up from Dublin
and the petrol used by me driving down to Dublin. The reason
I think why this has beea reiterated so often, that we cannot
take any step on our own, is bccause we are part of the British
gconoiny . We get a very large injection of finance from London
and, in consequence, we arc very isuch bound up with the British
financial system. In fact=1f I might teke this opportunity,
if you would allow mc¢ to cxpand & bit because I think it would
be well for the South to appreciatc this - we could not
possibly afford to run the British Welfare State in the North
of Ireland were it not for an injcction of somecthing betwcen
£15 m. and £20 m., & year from London to help us to run this
British Welfarc State from which all people in the North of
Ircland benefit cnormously. In fact, I had a letter this
morning from someconc in the South- we have both, Mr. Lemass
and I, been showerced with correspondence since our mecting,
nearly all of it favourcble - I had a letter from somebody
in the South this morning stressing the hope that I had
cxplained the benefits of the British Welfire State to Mr. Lemass.
So there is somcbody at least who understands it down thceroe
But this is somcthing very veluable to us and this is something
we would not lightly sive up under any circumstances. Then
there arg the British agricultural subsidies which are currently
running =t about £25 m. a ycer. Once again, we could not
possibly bear thosc subsidies on our Stormont Vote. We would
bankrupt oursclves in a remarkebly short time if we did it.

I think very often thosc financial adventages which we get from

/belng
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being part of the United Kingdom

arc overlooked in the South, ond I often feel that if the South
realised the tromendous finonecicl cdventages all our farmers

get from the agricultural subsidics, all our pcople get from the
British Welfare State, the free health, frec cducation, then they
would apprecciate that therc were sound and solid reasons why we

wished to defend our constitutional position.

O'Donoghug:  Prime Minister, I know you won't bec offended when
I say that I think the rcoction somctimes in the South to this,
where they do know it, is thoat you are in a sensc accepting help,
if not exaetly charity, cnd this is somcthing which they do not

sce as an advaintagc..

Captain O0'eill: Well, could I put it in acnother way. You

hove raiscd sometining which I am very conscious of. Could I put
it to you in another way and that is this, that we get these
benefits os of right because we wre part of the United Kingdom.

If you were to scporcte the South West of Englend, Excter as the
capital, Devon and Cornwzll as the territory, and set it up as the
South West (ree of England it would be o very anon=-viaoble State.

It would be decply in the red, it could not afford the British
Welfore Stote. It could not afford its British agriecultural
subsidics. We arc in the some position as that but, because we
arc part of the United Kingdom, wc get thesc benefits as of right
and I think this is possibly a fairer way to put it. Nevertheless,
I do think that therc crc pcople ian the South who- do not realise
the benefits we get, cspeelally those who live further away from
the Border. I think the Bordcr pcoplc do realise it because

they sce it going on just over the garden fence but the people
living down in Cork may not rcalisc the grcot advantages we get
ond I would like and I =m very grateful to you for the opportunity

of expressing this point of view on this medium,
/O'Donoghué:
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O'Donoghuc: Iir., O'ieill, if you sec, os you secm to heve

done recently, o greot wmany problcums to be solved, financial

and othcrwisc,within an Irish context particularly, can you,
without cxccetly going bocik to tihe originel Act, can you cnvisage
somcthing cventually likc an Irish Council, like the Irish
Council that wes originelly proposcd? What form it will take

is another mattcr.

Coptain O'Neill: Illow, I don't think we can rcally stort running
before we hove started waliking. It is perfectly true this Irish
Council was cnviscged ond it is perfeetly true that it falled to
get off thc ground in modern perlance. But I doubt very much
whother the climcte of opinion is right for something of that
kind of thing at the present time and I thiak it would be better
that we should concentrate on inter-Government discussions for

the moment.
0!Donoghuc Whot do you see ©s the esscnce of Unionism?

Coptain O'Neill: Wecll, of coursc, historically, the whole

purposc and point of the Unionis® poarty wes to keep Ircland
within the United Kingdom. Carson himself was not a Northecrner,
he wes a Southerncr. He represcated Dublin University, he
represented Trinity Collcege in London. This is all historical
and thosc days have passcd and the Unionist Party since then
has been concentrated in the North. I often cxplain to people
up here that whercas in 1912 it was very largely a question of
loyalty to the Crowa ond things of that kind which made us stay
in the United Kingdom -becousc the standard of living in those
doys all over Ircland was approximately the samc, Or shall we
say in Dublin and Belfuast approximately the same,obviously it

was very much lower in the West - but now we have added on toc that
original basis thc things that we heve just been discussing here
this afternoon and, therefore, in o scnsc the platform of the

Unionist Party is very umuch morc solidly based now then it was

in 1912. This cgain may comc os & surprisc to the South.

/Q'Donoghue:
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0'Donoghue: Prime Minister,you have done a lot of planning
up here. You had a number of Commissions report on major
problems like the Lockwood Committee, the Matthew and one or
two others. This in fact has suggested to a lot of people
that the degree to which you are going to plan your society
means that you are more socialist than the Socialistse. Now
how do you fit in as a colleague of the Conservatives in
Britain?

Captain Q0'Neill: I think this is & slight exaggeration and I
think the Conservative Party, certainly the younger members of
the Conservative Party, were converted to planning about three
or four years agoe I regard this new trend in Northern
Ireland as e manifestation of the new Conservatism rather than
as following in the wake of Socialist policiese. So I think
that this 1s quite justified and indeed all our planning in the
North has the support of the younger members of our Party who
realise that things are going to happen in a haphazard manner
in sny case - such for instance as that Portadown and Lurgen are
bound to grow together and form one union in a haphazard manner
in any case = and it would therefore be far better that that
coming together should be planned and arranged. This I think
is sccepted, certainly by the more forward looking members of
our Party and is, I would suggest, a manifestation of modern

Conservative thought.

O'Donoghue: On that very question Mr. O0'Neill, do you think
that the less forward looking people who up to now have come
within the general umbrella of Unionism are likely for a number
of reasons, becsuse of disepproval of what you have done in
various ways, politically and otherwise, to oppose you by
putting up candidates against official Unionist candidates in
another election,or otherwise in fact to bresk away and form

a new party®?

/Captain O'Neill:

© National Archives, Ireland



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

11.

Captain O'Neill: Well, time will only show whether this will
be the case or not and I don't really know whether Mr. Lemass
or whether I will have a greater backlash to use modern terms
of parlance. But I think undoubtedly that the actual fact that
we have met has upset certsin people in the North and it may
well be that there will be manifestations of the fact that they

have been upset, in some way or other.

0'Donoghue: Briefly, Prime Minister,on some other aspects of
Conservatism, as we have seen it in Britain, you went to Eton
which 1s I suppose the most famous public school. What do you
feel about the question of education generally, = whether
there should be public schools, private schools or indeed
voluntary schools, which is an issue in any country which has

a very strongly committed religious population?

Captain 0'Neill: I think there is room for every kind of

school in the community and certainly we have every kind of
school in Northern Ireland. Obviously there is a need for

this if we have it and I think that this is a good idea.

I would also like to explain to my Southern viewers through

you that I had the very greatest difficulty when I was in
Washington about sixteen months ago in making Mr. Bobby Kennedy
believe that we gave 65% grants to Catholic schools. As you
know under the Americean Constitution this is forbidden and he
said of course any such proposals in America would be quite out
of the question. But I don't want to dwell on that.
Incidentally, as you may know, I am the first Prime Minister of
Northern Ireland to visit a voluntary school, in the Ballymoney
area recently, and I was extremely well received, and it was a
very happy occasion. I think myself that there is room for
every type of school but,at the same time,if a religious
organisation wishes to heve a totslly separate form of education,
then I do not think they can expect the State to pay for that 100%,

/although
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although doubtless this is what they would like to happen. I
think this is an unreasonable suggestione But so far as
different types of school are concerned, I think this is
something we have got already, I think it is something that is

bound to continue and obviously there is a need for it.

0'Donoghue: While we are on that point, not confining it to
Ireland at all, are you interested in ecumenism and relationship

between the different Churches?

Captain 0'Neill: I think there is no doubt whatsoever that
Pope John did undoubtedly set in a completely new trend and made
the present more friendly relationships, which exist for
instance in England, made these relations possible. Previous
to that, it was very difficult for an extremely devout Catholic
Lord Mayor of Wolverhampton, or somewhere, to attend some civic
function without offending against the tenets of his Churche.

But I do honestly think that Pope John has made a breakthrough
in inter-religious relationship by the very forward looking

attitude he adopted in his very unfortunately short pontificates

0'Donoghue: Do you feel now, Mr. 0'Neill, that perhaps with a
new Cardinal in Armagh that this might have a reflection inside
the North, and whet do you feel generally about relationships
between the Catholic Church here and you, officially, the

Government?

Captain O'Neill: Well, this has of course improved over the
yearse In the past the Church has not attended any Government
functions. I think that this will probably changee. In fact,
a Catholic priest did, I think, for the first time in Northern
Ireland's history, attend a Garden Party at Government House
last Summer. I think this will change and I think it will be
a change for the good. Very often the Government functions we
have here have no political significance whatsoever. They are

/held
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held for some visiting dignitary who may have nothing to do with
anything connected with Ireland and yet, in the past, they have
felt themselves bound to refuse an invitation to a reception of
this kind. I think and hope and believe this will changee. I
think that probably the present Archbishop, I am not quite sure
whether he is technically a Cardinal yet or not, is a man of
forward looking viewse. I think that he probably would wish to
make this change himself.

0'Donoghue: When we were talking about planning and I linked
it with religion, Prime Minister, you explained that you are
going to spend so much on the physical environment of people in
Northern Irelande. Are you as a Government going to be
interested also in breaking down the barriers and in fact

getting rid of whatever discriminastion there is?

Captain 0'Neill: Well, this is a difficult subject to talk
sbout and the more you telk about it the more difficult it
becomes. In many cases the alleged discrimination is in fact
not taking place; in other cases it may be; and iIn many cases
it's taking place from both sides. One would hope that the
improved relationship will tend to make discrimination less and
less fashionable if it is in fact taking place, because by
having improved relations between the two Communities in the
North of Ireland, then the feelings are better between those
two Communities end the likelihood, the ability to discriminate

must therefore be lessened.

0'Donoghue: Now on a question of wider spheres outside Ireland
generally still, Prime Minister, what about the European
Economic Community? Are you interested in fitting into a
larger context than merely one which includes Britain and

Ireland?

/Captain O'Neill:
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Captain O'Neill: 'Well, this of course does take us back to
square one. You earlier said, was it not so, that we were
bound rather to do whatever was done in London and in the case
of joining or not joining ZEC this is very much, naturally, a
thing for the UK as a whole. Either we go in or we don't go
in. During the period when there was some doubt as to whether
we were going to get in or not, there was a complete drying up
of the introduction of American industry into Northern Ireland
because of the uncertainty in the matter. An American
industrialist coming to a country which is going to be in EHEC
is going to have a population of 300 million maybe whereas,

if he has only a population of 53 million in the U.K., this is
a tremendous difference. I think those sort of things have
got to be borne in mind,but so far as Northern Ireland is
concerned the question of whether or not we join Europe must

be a matter for Londone.

0'Donoghues Mr. 0'Neill, how much do you know about the South
and on that general subject to you think there ought to be, and
in what ways ought there to be,a greater exchange of

information and a greater familiarisation between both psarts?

Captain 0'Neill: I am &ll in favour of a greater knowledge of
the North in the South and a greater knowledge of the South in
the North. In fact, ignorance in its various manifestations

I think is & very dangerous thing. I think it is because we
have a picture, or some of us in the North have a picture eof
the South which is probably out of date, and because the South
has a picture of the North that is almost certainly out of date,
I think a lot of strong feelings exist which might evaporate if
there were a better knowledge. I think that this is indis~-
putable and I would hope thst it will be one of the results of
these meetings. I think this has already taken place. I see
reports of Stormont proceedings in the Dublin Press, in some cases

rather fuller and more verbatim reports than we see in our Northern

/Presse
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Press. This is a new development. This is a good development,

And I think the more we know about each other the better.

0'Donoghuet Now that we happen to be on television do you think
that this ie & way of doing this?

Captain 0'Neill: I think it probably is. We have got for
instance some excellent travel films in the North which have

got no political significance whatsoever, I think it would

be an excellent thing if Telefis could show them and equally the
same could be done in the North. I think all media should be
used, so that there should be a better understanding between the

two portions of this Island.

0'Donoghue: How do you as a person,lMr. 0'Neill, feel about
the suggestions that have been mede so many times about you,
that you are somehow above ordinary politics in Northern
Irelend, that you have been far too genteel .end out of touch
and indeed about the suggestions that were made when you became
Prime Minister, that you somehow slipped in the backdoor on the

basis of privilege, even class privilege?

Captain O'Neill: well, of course, it is hard.for me toc answer
such a personal and direct question as that. I was Jjust
wondering, as you were framing your question, how this picture
of gentility fitted in with the picture you were painting
earlier in this programme of my wish to teke whatever action I
thought was necessary even if it offended certain elements in

my own Party. I think becsuse one expresses oneself in a
certain way it does not mean to say that one is not able to

take any necessary action which is called for, and possibly this
is where the idea may have got about that I am not a tough Party
Manager or something of that kind. But I think I can assure
you that if it is necessary to take action, such as asking

Mr. Lemass to visit Belfast without consulting anybody, I am

perfectly prepared to take it.
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