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S.16571 H.
S.1T427 Z.
6 Nollaig, 1966.
confidential
Dear Berry,

The Taoiseach will be meeting the British
Prime Minister in London on Monday week, the
19th instant, for a discussion on matters relating
to :he European Economic Community and other
matters.

It is Jjust possible that the Prime Minister
may ask about the present position in regard to
the so-called I.R.A. in Ireland, and, in case he
does, I wonder if you would be so good as to let me
have a brief note, for the Taolseach's advance
information, on the matter? A note (in duplicate)
not execeeding. eay, a foolscap page should suffice.

Yours sincerely,

. §. OfluotiLdn

Secretary,
Department of Justlce.
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1. The estimate (December 1966) of the mmber of the I.R.A. who would obey

military orders is about 1 « This mmber has increased

vely from an

progressi:
estimated 650 in March when the organisation ordered a cessation of its

campaign of violence.

2. Some isclated acts of violence
has conducted

genised campaign been
o mr::u such
(rmerfing T ')
were as extremely provocati
3. A certain amount of drilling with
there is no more reason now than
campaign of violence is imminent or will commence
But occasions such as (a) the 1966 Baster

Paisley sectarian riots might serve as an
campaign of violence if the organisa

4 The organisation is not yet in a finaneial position
campaign for any of time, Individual acts of terrorism
altogether tut in the organisation has been evidencing a
military discipline amongst its members,
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6. In parliament at Sbogmont on 10th November, 1966 the
(Mr, Craig) said that while the I.R.A. in Northern Ireland
their activities were no longer a matter of serious concern.
it is relevant to observe that it is unquestiomably true that
recrudescence of vaitkemailist feeling rumning through the country at
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