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Trangeript of Pross Conference riven Ly An Tapiserch.”

at the Irich Znmdasay, London, on Lednasdawy -30th Octobexr

— LN

Qe How long wore you with lr, Wilson? ;
Ae Vell, I went in 4o hiam Just after 6 Q‘élock. I had hgén-
with Np., Stewaxrt for some Time belore tumu; The 1oc;;ion E
of the approintment with the Prime Minlgter was, cnaauoi ern
Dowvning Street to the House of Comnonse - Thﬂraéore, iq-g'
took ne & littlo loager time, s0 our anyoimzmﬁnt was d? 
wee bit delayede It started shortly afucr ﬂLx and we"
kept talking privately up to nrearly seven o clock and tgen‘.
we invited some of the officiels in wmile,wg had a cup&»..s
of tea. ” "' T -
Qe Could you tell us some of the things yduﬂ&iscuséed'.;iig;;ég
Ae As I intended at the outeset, I pud Hr.uﬁilson‘fully,inﬁb '
the pleture as far as the views of the Irich vaernnanﬁ-'
are concerned in relation to the siuuz; lon ef'ﬁorthern“-
Iraland and, in periticular, in relation td‘the_ﬁncidanﬁa-"
that receatly occurred im Derry. Ve wenk on to discﬁéé. 7
other matters as well -« The Commen Harket}ffreé;Trade-ﬁre§i
Agreement and the gencral econonic giﬁuaﬁion'iﬁ'botp ;::7?.
Countries. ' ".; Nt Qﬁ
Qe Did you tell Kr. Vilson that the root caus a Hag ;artition 3
esscessss you oaid this moraing ...,,.....xhut was 5 .
r, Wilson's reactlon to this? j gt -§3
A I @id indeed, yes. Iir. Wilson liJuvﬂed %0, ma. He diﬁ’at ,
- make any cozment to Lhat, because,hsving ut“,qd that: txm '
root cause of the problens up there was ?graition nd *ﬂﬂt
all the other difficultics flowed from thet, ha said thf-it :
he would be discussing these maticrs with-baatﬁi. huﬁll
and some of his collscoues when thiey cane o vielt hluﬁq‘ .
pext week here in London. s, plabaa g '
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Q.
Ao

Qe
Ao

A.

Q.
Ao

Qe

Ao

= = = "-."‘T a .q:l

L

Q-

He did say that FPartition was the root-caunse of all {,;..é;i
No,I said it, ADA tHEN eeecessecores Sk
He listened to what I had %o say,and he said he would . 7',
take sll the matters that I had put to.him'up with , <
Captain 0'Neill end his colleazues, e L

Did he say when he was going to meetd Ca tain O' eill.ii_.
He sald next week. I think it’s loandey bam'ha_waa'nt .
absolutely sure of the day. L |

Were you aware of Captain O'lieill's reaction to your .-
comments at lunch when you talked to lr. %ilébn? s '{T '%ﬂ

No. I only heard it Jjust as 1 cume';nté-thégﬁmbussy;f

here this evening. o _ s W n
How do you feel ebout that? " L S R, 7RG

Well, he charged me with interference in the inta“nal

Aaffairs eveesccnce I C-}.'C-‘ﬂ"t thiink thats a V&lid (.n;l“.c”ct
U

Anywhere where human righis are denied p eoplo, I thlhk pi

\.'

15 fair for any persca vwho values huran rights $o conuﬁnv,

on a situation like that,and the BritiShlﬁovgrnpentcunﬂ “
we are parties to the Convention of Human Hiﬁhfu whicﬁ}wup
promulgated by the Council of Zurope and tnsve_ &@,'iﬁ; ._
that context,l think I was perfectly_va;id in'making %he.;?
theTcoment I aid. G P 'QT
Are you hopeful for the future in ”cl“‘ion~ beuuocn f -
North and South as a result of it.? :&re.you°ﬁ0pefu1_':
now that the dialogue will continue in viéw°6f what - ;i ;;;
Coptain 0'Neill has said? " ' N
Partition has always been the kroblch bctween norun uqu %ﬂ;
South. Ve recognised that when we embarked Qn our ° X
consultations belween,first of all,lik. “euxsa and C¢pta1n.
O'Neill and subsequently between Ljvclf hnd udﬁtuin u'ueill
I would hope that these consultations wlll-conainue hbudup;

-

at the moment,they have regard {o matters GCUHOAiC, 1or
exanmple, toSiHRld MBONELIEMY generation, taki st and B0 §
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Qe

e

Q.

Ae

Qe

A

Qe

he

Q.

Ao

o

As long as there are matters like that uQ diucaaa, &g 1ohh :
ag there are problens of that nature %o ovcacohu, X don't;'
sce any reason why these conm ¢,q,idng Lauulufny co;»;uue.f
Captain 0'Eeilleeeecscosssdn Dozry tcédj.- Te ,uid tdiB
may endanger the friendly velit$u“u.,u be*"ean thc two
countries, DO FOUsesessseas? _ ;_:," : 1:,‘5
I think people of goodwlll can have tweir d‘fxerqncea-nn ;.

fundanental matters. - Dut, if e thoy 1 eufficicnt 5oodhill

. and if there are uatters of a lesser *ure tﬁa* mibnt bb s

s 4'

discursed betwesn them, I don't t:ihk that: uhe ”Hndaaerbal
]

gatters should nscessarily precluds discuau*qgalan uhcaa'?'
others. L e
Yaoiseach,&ny proposal $o try seeing buy ain. O'Icill
himself? The argument 1o batween the acrth qud the
Southeseacsses? izl S5

Well, we have ano inzedlate plans for d meeéiﬁg._ Lcrtn¢nly,'

if it was posaible,l would We very anx;cus tu meeu
Captain 0'Neill.
Would you take the initintive, Taol eac“, in thie instance

that?

I'd prefer to walt the outcume of the z&et;n‘ “between,
Ur. Hilson und Captuin O'Neill next weelks >

Did you discuss the possibility of u_tripdrtite ncbtiﬁgt

hetwetnees -oct--c.? i -.-:: g X -' ‘T{:i.

ir. Wilson himself,at & function Lero 4n. LUQ“ u uhout 8

year ago, it was a functlon of the Irish © lub,-“zﬁe subh A

sugsestiion eessceeell6l tlLis hupwc;ed........l don't thinh
it was received with any gyreat enthusiasa. b“ﬁ, neVerthcleﬂa,

if such a weeting was possidle, 1T 1% wus,pgomoued, ;gg
wouldn't be the cne that would make 1t imposgible.
Do ‘you tLhink that riols as such could hasm rdlations

between the two counbries?

Well, any actioa thay cxacerbates ;eullnus batween twu

comnunities cexriainly harms relations, bat these ¢n31“enuu,
you call the@NatiooalArchiveddrelandtiinle Siey were riota, th?bab
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incidente certainly broughit into ;-wauur chus the p z“lenﬂ-

that are inherent In the situaticn in tue-;oztn of rc¢4a¢.,

Ge Do you think $that the oanly solution iy an end {o Lnrtxsion?
Ao In the long run, I believe that it is the.best‘possibl&'-.g.

solution,und I think.,in the conlext of tha rxfut of bclfb_g;-
deteramination for nations like Irclunﬁ,uhap ;t‘ﬁﬂ She juhu‘k
and inevitable sociutiou, ‘ :
Ge Taoiseuchs Do you think tuiat,in She yreupﬁt‘uiruum$u<;L08,}:
given the reaction ol Ceptain Q'ucill; iﬁ'ﬁill cou*inuc ';§ 

.
an AT g

to be your policy %o present Partition as a. Ld cr 1actar, e

rather than concentrating on Civil .dghts in *ﬁe hOLuh W
Z . . A '!°-:'
itsell?
A Partition ieg, s 1 said belore, the basic ﬁ“oblem; X tuiﬁk

the Human Rights position will huve to be resoived as wegl
and I hope that,in the wake of the thLJ inclﬁonus{},ufw

there will be a greater realisation in the dorth of Lrs l%ud

or the necessity to glive fundamental Hupai Rights ¥ i -;,
for o vy gl il ghts: %o 411
& A
citizens in that terxitory. : K8
. jere your views on tae eventual ending of Furtisi LR
e iews on %tiae eventual ending of Fartition
2 B

received with syupathy by dr. Wilsonf

A I'n satiofied thatl the Lritish GuvcruLdnt ‘has nn pnrtxoulur
interest in the continuation of Partition aud 1 bolieva 2
that,1f Irishumen Horth and Jouth can come t a puwcef41 and
eguitadble solution)t;aﬁfthe Dritish uovﬂ"ﬂaant will huva
no special intgrast in cp;aqinb tie ,u4ution t 8% bould'ba
0ome o, AEw TEl T T 1 ; 4:?5"'-i AN

Qs Do you think, Taoisecuach, that the suggestion i‘. "uae NL»-&DH 3.
gspeech for a Commiscion te look at the Jsueuiauuiun ..,...-j

o.oa.unc(not Cleﬂl‘) the situation in the Ju"_ﬁ]fuil? .

© National Archives, Ireland
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3
Lo I was'nt aware of the contents of the Prime Ljni sterts~ .
spoech when I went to see hiu Ilret €xeept a referency,” - .

from him to it. Bub the cu Lo that he. proposed, [

CEE o o Lo CRAL s b st e S @Yk TV am
appﬂre:iti.-‘., 'r-\j‘.*..;’j. SLnoXRge Ouviiel’ COULlvaLds hj_.l\.ﬁ dll\'.ld.‘\--':a’

feotland, and the Chuunel Isliands.I think-le wpuciiicullyﬁlh
referred {0ececesese thul cortalin .\H_nLﬁhrgulfu 1*obluxa_;p-

in these areas would have $o be lookad iduv but I nuinm-“'
, -

.
L LA ]

the Prirme Hinister nlgso sald thal a ion 1u r& 4miou va

particular areas — I think he roferzed. part icularly to_thqf.

Forth of Treland - would nob be prevluded by th e ciling up
2
of the Comndsslion or need nol pocecooarily .awalt L‘t.a . St
findinzs, but that the Coumissiocon would have tc-takm =
‘;'.

ccount of any action that might be taken iﬂhudi¢uuly, S

would hope from that that some acticn;;ﬂa ba tahcn in.. -

relation 4o “ke vosition im the Kortn:of Iireland. ; F}
Qe T801882010 cessscesssvscelniol cle }..:;..;, s : ic
Wales, Scotland ¢tc., remenmier tuce Stpuck-by-ﬁge oL your -
Hinisters wiichn advised the Jeottish not Lo tdae uae ‘ 3'
Hationalist line -« not Yo hive ofl “ou Mthnnua...,.;A f__

would you give us youx views upon the ﬁatiOneli"+....;;.?J
A Well, I understand from the Iinister who made that a“nech“

that he was nisinterpreted to this exSeut ﬁhaﬁ-ae %4id tnea-

.

achleveaeont of national Coversnoent h1o1ﬁ vaa;& not nolve =,
all the probleas that are inhersnt ia these pi t;tdldﬁ A

o

areas - Seotland and Wales-but I belisve xgse;i that, 0 f&r

as Sectland and Wales c¢an bs each & Vfﬁbl@-cﬁﬁﬂu.¢' j;a%“'

'b

.~

if there is a will within ezch of these jerrilories to .
achieve National Covernment,then that-there is no objéet -

in its way except, of courss, that there ndy 6e”inzerim-“ﬁ“

econonic difficuliiecs us indecd we have cxperi~uccd in o

our eouubny. e o - e

o

Ge Taoiseach, Is there any special insus to which you feél

»
priority chould be given in dorithern Ireland? ” Is thero

© National Archives, Ireland
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- é; - b LY ...
souething which you feel should be done iuacdinbely 3
1looking at the Norithern Irelarnd esltuatioa ¥
Ao I can answer that very frankly. That thers siould be a .

fair franchise given in €1l parts of Horthera freland, . 3

particularly in reclaticon to local eleubion3,=ia relaticn

to elections to Stormont and in relatlen 10 elhc ions o -

westoinster and, more particularly, in relatisu %0 the "

situation in Derry City itoelf. Uell,tuecre a*o 4n tha’

™ -

iig'crd wination ©f i

o

wake of these problems, of couwrse, U

housing in Derry and other 333351/3343 e havafhcurd abouﬁs-

which apparently have been vexy objectively gﬁovha,d -%

these are oituations,firet of all, faf 2randiis 50, houa;n gy

diserimination in relation to Jobs in public and others - .

.
o
St

authoritiss. = e T
Qe . Taniseach: Do you share ‘r. Wileon's attitudeg that 5
farence O'eill is convictcd.eseesel mean lie ' is uDV)th to

' this liberalisation from coanvicticon ralher than veuccawty?

Ae I have said before,und I repert again now, ""Et I hc-wcyo_
that Captain Terence O'Heill is a rsasonable u34 nd e °
would like to sez fair play glven all rouad.,’: U

Qe From conviction? o e P ET M sl

A, Prom conviction as a human being. 1 anm not gﬁx*esﬁinﬁ,.oﬁi

courae, pm.{ in any way that he would a:'-;:;-ové'- he ubol&* ie:*.

.
LS
10

of Partition but I believe that he would want to t;-
discerimination elininated within The tera_torv of “ia
juriﬁdic'éion. 2 - B

.

Qe Do you think personully he sihould have hﬂ&fngfin4 i;**inuo
the allegations of police brutality in Derzy? = ' % j';
A, Well, these allegatious have heen nade, pébpié in'Ifolahdi}T
and in Britein Lave seen tae :elcvis’ou'ﬁelegﬁutﬁ;andff- ﬁj_

thiank people have draws thelr owa conclusiona, If th“..:%f

Yot $F it

facts have been established, then Sthece ufcﬂf?cts_umdiai:w
inquiry won't estublish thom =ny nore Lhan 1;}16.;' are. * i

. © National Archives, Ireland . ‘. ; AE 2
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Qe
Ae

Qe
A.

Qo

Qe

Aol'

Qe

incidenss?

T . s 2 am
He comented in

- P |
Ireply

Captain Orr in the lous

and he saeid to0 ths

y dls
v

Wiloon comment ab

the
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e J Y - P
oLl Lommons
-~ 1 £ =

people of

theuselves on television what the situwation wace

Did he say anything moxre to you taugy'gbdut tﬁém? E
Ros He mentioned the fuct that hLe had CoLIIe nuta upon t“gj
in Vegstninster. | % - j
in your meeting with ir. Steward, T;oiﬁeuch, did you : 4
diccuss the Biafraon situstion? o 8 il .

We did, yes. . Eowa
Did you raise the matier about sending arns fo'uiue;ia? é:
Vell, we mentioned that,in the course-of our talks, ' 5 ;"
Could you tell us what the Prinme llinister's réaction : f
wau? : : S
I did'nt discuss Biafra particularly Qiﬁilthe'yxiue .
Hinister. o
Do you think that the points you put to i, 5% crarﬁ GI: g

iafra were received favourably? . i

They were certainly received syng atubb;Cul&J ouoau el
gave him a falrly clear indication as; o0 how ;relanﬁ was )
involved,not as a Goveranment butl 28 a ﬁcoyl@,ih'thg_ ¢ ;
situation ia Biafra, telling him clearly {that we had an 2
interest in both sides, in the federal L;bcriap silde umd .-
in Biafra. But I recogaised the di fficulties that are. :
involved for the British Government in thatb rqﬁpect,as;.
well. . ;; ;;
Did you agk lir. Wilson or any ascurance &as %glwhat ue; ;J
might do? Did you ack him to 4o anything at'dil_to_enéurgf
Human Rights in Ulster . J i»

© National Archives, Ireland
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A. I wouldn't like to -ﬁ;flnlﬁﬂ disclose the dgtails of this |

# e .- 19

private conversaltion except to repsat that I Pt eve"vnlin;
that I thought was uccessary to put belfore 'qiu.

Ge Did he prouzise o take tuese peiuts up with Cag -tdiJ O‘Leill

Ao He promised {o take tiicse pointe up with Ua: ain L'Heill, z;

ves, e : S Ve
P - : . . g
Qe (Jot cleaxr) - s e TThe
Ao Well I kuow thalt Mr. Wilson ie concorned about. " )

iy . . <

dieorinination of any kind,and I am sure that he would bs

very happy, in faet anzious, o elininate discrizinatidne.
; . o

Qe You deseribed Captain O'Heill as a reasongble or fair man.

Would you think 1% wis reasonable of hin Yo say thnt "a .
bt |

policy of '"Ulster's difficulty ighitire's o:no:twn;tv' way

make sense as a glogan in the Hay u*li"a dh“cuulc ko;it1ca

but,in the long ters, it can snly have a negative effect = .-

both on the crosg-Border relations and-connur nity relationa

within Horthern Irelund"? Do you shink that wiée a falr ..
cormuent for hir to make? - i &S

A+« This is the first I have heard of that comment. However,

Hx

o8 bd& text”of :

= .

J.“:';boay b Llitive uhu.l‘.

I take it that it is an accurate conuend

cr

his speech. I wouldn't like to let
we would like to take advantage of thazb;t ation.in Jhe_ 't:
North of Ireland in order Yo make nolit g
whole purpose is to casure thad the situation inﬁircléad !

. r -1 7 o vy fs Yy pq ok
sfactorily and I am gorry that

jare

will be restored aat

Captuin O'lielll allezed t0 me that I was taking ddvantsge .

of the situatlion that Lae arisen recently. " I certainly

wasn'te I was sinmply re-stating whai oér attitude was to:;'
the position in $he CixX Countles and cxp;gssin& vle ) u;%
hope that these synmpioms,ns well us tng;roaﬁ c4u;a;cau1¢{f;.
be eliminated in tine. L shink &! au‘s fair comient - x:.,i“

because, ¢ fior a11 we have: QCVb“ waivered Lrom our dealireé

fer th reuniflcatioﬁ of the gountry as @ wholeé. Capbain .7
Neill kaows that, a«nd I kaow nis abtitude.as well)and, we'
©Nat|onal Archlves Ireland ; . N
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respect our attitudes in thai cuu;uxt.i

Qe Do you, after your commenie on the farﬁitiOﬁ problens
or the ending of it seesssssd0 you seriously believe thaté‘-
it wouldesessssbe pougible to unite Ireland? il

Ao Yes, I seriously belleve thale. ‘tgc;w*ae I “ouldn't be
taking up the abltitude I aum. Afiex wll,llelund is a s“all

island in itself. It has been uaLtﬂd right down th ourn

I_J

the centuries up 1o 21le 1 asser’d ﬂ%s hozogeneoug

population, there are siresses and stﬁ%ins within tﬁe.

community,as there are in any comauni ty,and I.thiék_ifa

unjust to concelve the continuation ol Partition in‘aé. ~
island like our small country.

Qe 1% hzé been suggested,laciseach, thas :59.31 itish
Governuent paid sometlhing like 180 Mlll,on a ycar to ,“;“
kesp the Six Countiea in Herthera Irelaad. Would ﬁue i
Tfwenty~-8ix Cocunties economy stand that sors of subvantion?'

Ao I don'4 know what the actual figure iy, I could bg halff
that or as you say, but this is a si{uation %haf we will bb:
prepared to face up to,and we recognise that)apartlfrOm 3

oy -
the political difficulties lavolved,there will be certain '
difficulties - econonic problens %O pe.uvercomé,aé well..:l
But I think these can be golved in tllu, ‘with ¢ *oodwiil; ‘:€
And remewber vhat we in the Southera part of Ireland. are g
moving vexry fasy ‘towards an eccnomie _:;paaiioniﬁhicﬁ
v = . i

eguates fairly well the situation in the Six Counties and:.”
in Exituin. '

Q. The situstion in Forthern Trelund was the main subject

s
of your comnversaticn with Ir, Wilson, was it? I wmean 1% v
took up most of the time when you were with him, g -

A Thats right. "

Q. But did you raise it, or did he w»aige:1% first?

© National Archives, Ireland G2
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- 10 - it
Ae Hoy I ralsed il becouoe 1 wel Liu spe -?-iculxj %o ;..:
déiscuss this situation,and hLe wen awurc in udv;ncovdf my ;
intention to do cuU. ' |
Ne Would you agree with Capiala O'cill's statemant, in'. )
referring 10 your otatement, 3hat this cannot do at;ar_,':
thau'mnke the futurs development of the friendly - .
relatiouship on & Lasis of mutusl zespoct mo”e'ﬁifficult?f-
Would you agres now btuat the situxtion between Both :iﬁcafﬁ

is likely Lo be more difliculi
A I nope it isn't. I people Lecl Llilags

the othex that peopls iucl

5 P y I8 e (R .
nothing o be gained Uy nol saylag Lvudd.
i . (9 A H - e | L ey -
balit itle *n.f;Gj ould be 8aid.

Rnowing iils re-aciion o
S

e

think the situation now 18, ia the ligat of hils rc-actxonfv
Ae well,X thiak the siftuatioa will calm down and that we can
resuns = I noyc wWe cas resus - the ::zegily contaets .
which we have besn having sver the gasd four years. | it
Qe Yould you egree thca that relations ure al tha_momééﬁ Q;
. slightly strained? . :.
. Ae D.Ll 1t would nobt be frank.of me $O say they, thﬁv 3:08'1’10'5;.'_: :

Teason

They are, bul tiers why

the pesistion. And that can be restored very quickly byni'
gertein nmeasures belng taken by the Juvormont 00?u2nhhhu.

we Teolseaeh, you said thant (he selting up of tne‘CoLmiuuipn %
would not preclude amy other action cr reguireument by .° .
sorinern ;reland. Lid you get auy reascn 1o believe tgaé"
any ovhwr action unight be fomthcomlnyg '

Ae well,I said that, buat I wus laterproting as w 1las I -

: 5. i
could do suv the spezeh wade by :r. Wiloon teday in the ‘
Coutbis.. I cextalinly ope taat,as o ’1:';-;;;1115'.0;2 ?,lzf;; ' .
meeting aext week botween L, Vilson and Captain 3¥f;;1l}j 
soxe action could be tamken in advince of the sSeL.lay Wi,
. or even of rdi of the Commiosion. | A Ry

L}e
© Nat| ch|ve§ Ireland
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or 18 difficult

youx gomuzeats tCLJ}, what ‘do you :

alreddy?

3 A . | ]
aud ‘peorae on

"-aﬁ.ac 't....ﬂuu, u...Qa.G‘ iﬁ

I think it is,’

-

e should not restore:
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Qe
A,

Qe

Ao

Qe

N
-

IL.

7

I%.

For instance? .
Well, there is this franchise reforcm (o which I ﬁave-;'
referred . _.

Do you think that a meeting could be a&panged.bétweéh‘
yourself and Captain O'Helll afier he has had talks with.

“

Hre Wilson? _
Very hard to say that becanse we would have,firsﬁlofiéll,
to await the outcome of whalever ;cﬁiﬁd will be_tékdn‘és a'
result of the outcome of the talks bebtween Captain 0'19111
and My, Wilson. I wouldn't like to pro ost case on

wvhen the meeting could take place.’ .

Did you have any time in mind fLox ﬁ;e-ﬁniﬁing?of Irclqnd?xfl
You said in the future, Did you‘hdvs ;ny.humﬁer of years .
particularly in mind? , R s
Well, I am afraid {that I would nol like.t§ putimyself in‘.
the prophet category. | ' o
Was the Sedn Bourke situstion meationed at all today?

Not at all. I have no responsibilif J‘for Kr. uourku.“:;':;
have enough problems without talking him, D
Taoiseach, at your nmeceting with rx, Stswgrt, did Qou'
discuss the case of joining the L.E.C%. i

Yes, we did. I night say,first of allgunat ~W m““tlng w¢tl,
Mr. Stewari was primarily a courtesy call becuuse L a8 you

know,hitherto we had contact with the Common vealth

m

Relationa Office in so fax 5,

58 ANV '-h,e“a to bo d1bcusscd

between our tsa ﬂouut__es were- debbrnﬁd-- he

Coauonwcalth ela*"ong J_che hav:r becn disolved or
eliminated, Mr. Ctewurt now takes over. responsibility for’
Irich affairs as Foireign Secretary. Therefore that was my

v

main purpose. Naturally, I spoke &bout matters of. mutual
™ T ) ¢

interest,and the B.E.C. was one of th; ithua tpaﬁ we

discussed. We discussed, in particular, the Belgiam - X,
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