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ROINN GNOTHAI EACHTRACHA

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

23 BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2

, -"'a" DuBLIN 2
“‘?‘“”°£- 67

20 Meitheamh 1969

Dear & Nualliin

The Tanaiste has asked me to send you, for

the information of the Taoiseach, the attached

note of a conversation he had with Mr, Edward

Heath, M,P., Leader of the Conservative Party

in Britain, in the course of his visit to London

for the Twentieth Anniversary of the Signature

of the Statute of the Council of Europesm #. & &Mavy 196].

Yours sincerely

An Dr. N. S. 6 Nualldin
Runail
Roinn an Taoisigh
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YMr. Ddwerd Heeth, M.P., Leader of the Coaservative
Party, approached mo at the Receplion given ia Lancasior
House by the Secrctaory of State for Forelign and
Commonwealth Affalxs on the 5¢h instant on the occasicn
of the Twentisth Anniverpary of the Signature of the
Statute of the Council of IZurope with a request that I
bring him to the Tanaiste,who was then engaged in
conversation with other people ab the Reception. v, Heall
pald that he wished to speak 40 the Tanaiste on the present
position in Northera Irclend,and particuiarly cn the natter
of the Tanaiste's recent visit to New York ¢o advise

U Thant of the situation,

v, Aoath said to the Panaiste, in a somewhat hectoring

tone of volce, that the Toxy Parity, which,he added, "would
be the next CGovernment®, was extremely anxious gboud the
pregent position in Northern Ireland and was extrcnmely
concerned sbout what he described as the inlerference
of "Eire" in the situation theres " #Gipe® had no right o
interfero in the affairs of a part of the United Kingdoms
to have brought the question to the attention of th
United Nations was tho very last thing the Irish CGovernmond
ghould have donaojg "Eiretst interforence could only have
the effect of jeopardizing the chances of peace in a pﬁr%
of the United Kingdem for which "Dire™ had no respoasibilily.
mﬁ. Heath emphasised that, in his opinion and in {the
opinion of the Conservative farty, which would form the
next Covernment, liorthexn Ireland was as much a pazd of
the United Xingdem go Yorkshire,and intervenilon in

i  Northezn Irelend affairs and, in partioular, referonce Lo

the United Nations wero unasked and unwerranted; whe
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aitnation in Joxthord Iglond was :a.zz’c..g patter Lo

the Britich Sovosrymont and the Bowthern Irclsnd subherivics.

Ere. Bsath wort o S0 sxy thal any Lope oF good .;:. wLEicos
bebween "Eire® wnd ths Iritich Gmmmz:&. w which wonld Lo
A Tory Covarmuont wary coon - had Imwn sus i Jeopardy oy
the Irish Governmaant's docisicn 40 bring the matisr o (o
tiondion of the Beorclary-Geonerzl of The United dalicns.
The Roxy Fardy,he aaid had r-,wu:c: beon sabislisd with v
tarmg of the Anglo-Ixich JTrvo-Rrado-dres Agpocueond an
wonlly o sosuning olfigas suok o Bawe thae Agrocnsnd
roviasd; oup poligy of Inlerissonce 1u he dnternal affalizs
of tha United Bingdon cvold Tesudd in damapt to ingloelizich
ralationz ia $ha cconoule oplars. o Egath®s siatouend
in $hio connsotion anmsuntsd 46 a threat of gonnonid wancl.oas
unloss "Slpe® cossed o intopvene in offaivs bobwoen ihe
Taritioh Covermmont and the Govermmment of Jorlhexn Irslaoud,
which was an integral yert of the Uulted Xinglon.
ire Heath added that the policy of tho Irish Goveramond
would seon 30 o almed ab Uhresatening the walliy of tho
Tnited Hingion,.

1
2

The Ténaiste disagreod stm:az;l;r wAth the visms expuvoss
by Mo Hoaths Tt was net o guestion of cur eadesvouring
%0 broale-upy the Unifted Hingdom it of dhe Sxitich Govermisns
breaking up the unity of Ireland; Ivslmnd hod bec
before the "Ualted Ringden had bocome onaMe  The neczucily

£
B

-

a8 "onoe man, ong voto¥, abolitlcn of gerrynemdsing and
the grenting of Hawon Nghine I the latlor conuscliion,
ke Rdnsiste pointed ocub that She Dritish Covemuwad found

1tz0lf wnablo %0 ascele $o tha Intepnstiocnal Comvanticn en
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dunen Rights because of the restrlctive régine in Norxrthern
Ireoland. He explained to lMr, Heath that, because of the
deteriorating position in lorthern Ireland, and following a
decision of the Irish Govermment, he had gone to New Yorl:
to advige U Thant of the situatidén; he also stated that,

a3 the Irisgh Government belicved that the British Governmentd
had a responsibility for the situation, they had declided
that the Teolseach should discuss the matter with Prine
lMinister Wilson. The Ténaiste sald that,in advising U Thant
of the situation,he had not requested that any actiwm should
be taken by the Unitgd Natlons nor had he iabled any
Resolution oxr lotion at the United Hations; in fact, since
beconing o member of the United Nations in 1956, Ireland

had not sought, by way of a Resolution, to bring the questiocn
of Partition before the United Nations. Ve had, however,
adverted to the queation on a number of suiteble cccaslons
by wey of apeeches by lMinigters and officials of the Irish
delegation to the U.N, The absence of universal local- |
goverment franchise and gerrymeandoring, which exacerbated
the situation iln Noxthern Irelond,were, in our opinion,
matters of which the Sdcrctary-CGeneral of the United Hatlions
ghould be fully informed. The DTénaiste requested the
Ambogsador to send to lx, leath a copy of the traenscript of
the long Iress Conference which he had glven to the United
Tations Correspondents Asgocietion Club in Tew. York on the
23rd April last; lr. Heath would see from the transcripd
%he nature of the views expressed by the Tnaiste on the
occasion. He hoped that reforms would be introduced as
quickly as possible so that the prosent pituation could be
kept wnder controly if this were done, peace would be
quickly restored and the ultimate problem of the unity of

Ircland achieved in time, lle edded that the Irish CGovernment
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4e

could never accapd tho prlacipie inpllields iu Mz Hoeth's

venarks that Ireland ghould be forover divided.

In reply, lr. Hoath, vhilat maintaind n‘,, his atiituls,
gpoke in a lcss upbralding monner. ' Ho could nol coceps
the pringiple thet "5izg® had any wight to interoot itsold,
or the United Hations, in the afleirs of Northemn Iroland,
which was & part of the United Einglom. Ho g21d thst ¢he
agitation for “one man - cno vote" affocted Logal Govsrmsond
only and that this would, in eny evend, e granted g% como
time in the fature. ITho Ténalsto emphasised thad thore
was also the elifect of the policy of gerzyammder,which

¥ir

influenced even electlons to Stormond and Wosiminster, +hs
voting for whichk wos by wmiversal atzfi’m“-a. Ile emphaclzed
that tho sstablishmont of “0ae nnn - ong ve te® weuld be
of 1itile or no use unless the constituences were
reasonably delineated, iasianoing in this coumectiom %lo
cane of Derry City. Ohe Zinaiste gmald that he could nod
accopt Lr. Heath's view that we had mo right o intercol
ou..aslvea in the situalion and receat developmento in
Dortherxn Irelond. When the Panaiste gaid thut ho Unlonists
in the North should recognisce that we are now liviag in
the last third of the twonblelh contuvy and mod 1n ths
ziddle of {the nineteanth century, Ir. Heath said Shat

Higs Dexnadetio Devlin, WP, was "sonothing fron the lact
century™; her contimonts were "appallinz® snd incredible
in the caéa of such a young gixl. Thia renark of

ire loath's wap made jowards the end of the tonvorsaiion
and wao coundored by the Ténelste saying $o M. Heath that
he should realise that llics Devlin "ig really your bohy.®
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