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g opened the discussion

by expressing his greve comcern sbout the prospects

of further viclemee in Derry. He recalled that Derry

iz predominantly s Nationalist city. He then referred
to the impending psrade of the Apprentices on 12th August,
1969 in Verry., In any other year, he said, this might

be regerded as u mors or less routine snousl eclebretion,
but thies yeer it vent far beyonrd thate The scale and
ismportance of the demonstration this year had been
deliberstely steppedeipe It was exposted that the
nuziber of bends included in this year's perede would

be somevhere in the region of the 70%s, as e.sinst sbout
17 baende in previous yesrss DPerry has thus become

e veritable powdéer keg. Something could be started there
which might be very difficult to contsin. He thought,
therefore, that something should be done stout the
situstion, Pasicslly, the parude should be banned,

Other psrudes, end indesdymuch less important end lees
dangerous parades, had slready bLeen bunned on many
occeasions. If, however, it was not possible to ban the
parade, either becsuse the Covernment of Hortherm Ireland
feared to <o so or otherwige, at lesst the sponsors of
the parasde should be reguired to limit it to the normal
socale snd wize, Otherwige, the holding of this
excessively large parsde waes bound to be provocalive,
especislly ae it was beiny deliberately routed through
Uetholic arces im Derry., It was shecr madiness to ¢o
this in present circumstancess The parsde should,
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at the very leoasst, be coniimed to Protestent sreas

of the alty, snl should be reduced to the mormal sceles
This wae necessary because the peopls of Derry heve

no longer any confidence im the polices In particular,
the B Specisla -~ who cre partisen « ghould not be
allowod Lo perticipete ot sll in the arrvangements for the
12¢h August in Derry. lis thought the British Government
ghould errense (o heve impartial observers present in
Derry on that date to exsrcise g meetreining inliusnce
on evenlgs. The resson he wae there (in the Foreign GfTice)
wee thet 1% is the Lrivish Goverrvent which carries the
ultimste responsibility for what heppens in Northerm
Irelond, His vieit (Pr Mllery continued) wes & private
one w Lo thet moment, and it wss not his wish o
publicice it least he misht moke metters more difficult
Tor the Zritigh Covermment, and for the Government ot
Etormonts He would say, if he had to, that he hed been
to the Foreigm OfTice, but would mot rovesl the subjeet
whish had been discuseed, Howevery if nolhing were
@one ua & result of his visit, then a dillerent
gitustion might srigse,

out in at this point to sey thet, ee
ragards tho Proes, he would be sugzesting a differont
approacl, e went on Lo say that he was glsd te

have this opportunity of meeting the Hinister for sa
exchsnge of viewse e recslled that they had met
recently "in the Hegue®, (He was reminded poliiely
that it hed been inm Brussele, rether than in the Hague,
and he corrected himeelf mccordinmgly)s. He thought,
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however, that they should tell the Press that they

hod met, and hed discussed this, snd other toploe,

By other topice he ssent, in particulor, the E,E.Ce

end Nigeris, regerdins which be would have some recent
intormetion to peas on to the Minister, Firat, however,
as regoerds Northern Irelend, he continued, it wes mot
gorrect to say that the Covernment et Ctormont were
afreid to ban the parsde on 12th Augusts Tl8ir judgment
waz that it was betier to control it then to ben ite

Be sdverted to the fsct that a2 similsr probiem hed
arisen in Bermuds recently. when the decision hed been
made to conirol & demonstretion rather ther ban ity

end thet the decislon hed proved, in prectice, to be
the corroet one. Be tocok the peoint, he continued,

that the parede or 12th August would be sn extre

big one, but, nevertheless, he did not belisve that

it =ould be necessary Lo ben ite

(At this stsge the Sescretery of ftate sought conlirmetion
on this point from My North)e

Hp Borth expressed the cpinion that 1t wes stlll too eerly
to Judge whet size the parade might actually be. Perheps,
efter vll, it »0uld mot prove Lo be s0 big ss had bheen
fesred, He mentioned thatyin 1967, the parsde had
been sbout 10,000 stromg, and in 1968 (when 12th August
fell on a Gaturday) it sed been 12,000 strongs

(The fecretsry of “tate than tnvited Sir North to comment
on the different sreas withinm the city of Derry)s
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¥x North seid there were two slternstive routes which
wore taken by this annusl perade on different
oceasions, They had been informed that, on
this occasion, the perede would follow the
less provocetive of Llhsee two routes, snéd would
thus minimiee sny possible provouation of the
reaidents of Catholie srese in the city.

Ihe JSeorctary of Stste went on to sey thal, degpite Lhe
twm:f' situstion in the Lmeadiste Tuture,

there wore sertsin hopaful signe that the
Forthern Irelend Covermment had been teking
gteps towards reforms He hopsd that current
events would not have the eifect of relarding
those reformse

Ihe Eipigter vemsriod that Lhers wes a certain lsok of
eredibility sbout the promise of reforms
nade by ithe Government in Stormonts Could not
that Govermment do something NOW as an cerncet
of the simcority of their intentions, regerding
reforms? At the present junoture such @
development would be particulerly valusbles

Stste, by way of reply, recspitulsted

the poipte he hod slveedy mede. e caild the
Northern Ireland Covernment was kosping in
cloce touck with the Pritish Covernment, ase
they had been doing sll alomge He repeatsd

that 1t wes & question of Judgment for the
Horthern Ireland Covernment, which wes primsrily

© National Archives, Ireland



Department of the Taoiseach N TSCH/3: Central registry records

- §d

responsible for the ares in guestion, He then added,
very deliberately

“you sceept, of course, that responsibility
for this arca rests with the Stormont and

London Governmente, and not with your Government®,

Ihe Minigter replied thet he accepted that the conirol of
the situation was now in their hands, but if things
were to go wrong eseriously, he would have reactions
in his country, with which it would be necessary
to deal, possibly very serious repercussions. He
continued by expressing his concern sbout the
impartislity of the police, especislly of the B Specisls,
and referred to reports of B Speclals using wespons
which had been issued to them officislly for “private
purposes™,

Secretary of State retorted that it was only officers
B Specsl
who were permitted to bear arms normally in the w’é‘.
e invited Mr North to confirm this fact.

My North egreed that it was eo, end went on to say thet
when employed on Crowd Control work, the R,U,C. were
Dot armed, He added that the B Specials had not been
used in desling with Crowd Control work (except at
Dungiven on the 12th July, when it hed become imperative
to use them beceause of the very meny demands on the
regular police on thaet perticular date, in connection
with parades, processions etcs )
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Ihe inister egelin retwrned to the guestion of the eending
of observers o Terry on 12th Auuste

s retorted thet the situstion in Derry
woas the responsibility of the lorthern Irelend Covermmante
The more Lomden imtorfered with the exsreise of that
responeibility, e less efigetive the resulis might bes

Zhe Jinisicr then ilaguired chethber Stormont should not be
pressed Lo push ahsed fsster with the proposed rolormse

Ihg Sgerctony of gtate veplied thst they were keeping in
elose touch with Stormont on the whole cusoilom, snd

thet they muel be the jJudges of shat was dest in

the circumslancods

pey there had been pood reassons for the concern which
exioted about Borihern Irelemd,
Ihe Miniater took up and developed this point, snd sgein

inguired whether the reforms which had been promised
could not nos be expedited,

hosever, merely repestied vhat he
hsd sliready seid on that point,

Ihe inigter then sald Lo the Secretary of Ftate
"you expect the situstion will not got out of hand%,

immediately replied very Iirmly

then polinied owt that there were
geps even in the reforms which had been promised, including
some aspscte of the disvriminstion in the allocation

of housing and employment,
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Mr Jiorth replied by referring to the legislation which
bed been introduced szt Otormont for the creation
of an Ombudaman at eentrasl government level, and
woent on to rofer to the anncunced initention of the
Nele Government to introduce the Ombudsmen  system
at local govermment lovel nlsds

; then seld %o the Seeretary

of State

"you want to handle this yourselves, Is the position
then thaet we canneot diecuss it further?"

Ihe Seccetgrny of Ctate replied "yes®.
Zhe Mipigter Tor F.A, then seld

“you realise our coneern®,

Ike Secretgry of State replied “yes™ and then added:

*I maet say to you that there ife & limit to the
extent to which we can discuss wiih outsiders « evenm
our nearest neighbours,this internsl metter™,

The Minigter for S.j. immediately replisd that, 1f the

situation were to "spill over” into vilence, ag was
fenred, he fell the Sesretary of State must know that
he (the Minister) would come umder dherecssing pressure
to sets Ho went on Lo refer to the fect that his
predecessor in office had gone to %“he United Rations
et the time of a previocus outbreak of trouble in Derry,
elihough he did not .raise the problem formelly before
any of the bodles of the UuK. The Minister sdded that,
if, however, violence should occur in Derry, it might
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well spill over into his couwntry, ond he (the Mistster)
would then have to desl with th: situstion, sud A%
misht hove to be raluoeds

Ihe feergtery ol Jkal@ rotorted quiskly thel in swh an
eventueliliyy he: wes alreid they would have to take

the line that it ie elrdetly am internsl matter,

e _Binlsicky sftcr s briel psusey raised the Doyle csse,
the osee of the citizen of the lspublic who had boen
refused bail & Tow duye previously by = court in
Enniskillen, He contiomed that e Testainster HoPe,
Mise Berrscetto Leviimg had mede represcntutions %o
the sffect that this ¥r Doyle hed been refused beil
on & digeriminetory besis, cimsly becesunt he wes e
citizen of the Pepublice

Ihe Secretery of Statg mede o Jisperesing remsrk sbout
Wise Deviin to the effect that she hsd been motsdle

recently et Weotmineter by her sbsence, ruther Lhsn
by her performance of her duties as NP e undortooly
hocevery 0 take a note of the Doyle case,

ibhe Sesretery Delsfs intervencd Lo say that the kind eof
dlscriminetion dlsployed in thic revent insident

st Mnniskillon wee fyplcal of whet weat on in Northern
Irclend shere, in géhorsl, the astivitice eof one side
wore banned, but not those of the other aldes
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