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AMBASAID Na HEIREANN
P.R. 31/69 (Wash.)

WasHINGTON, ,
R.2/2 oxN, D. G,

EMBASSY OF I RELAND

NORTHERN IRELAND: INTERVIEW WITH ACTING SECRETARY :
OF STATE JOENSON. -

I have the honour to report that,on receipt of your code cable 139 late
on Friday evening, 15th August, I sought, as instructed, an interview at
the highest level in the State Department. I spoke on the telephone to
Mr. Mortimer D. Goldstein, Counsellor and Country Director for Ireland, >
as well as for Britain and Malta. I learned that Secretary Rogers was
out of town, in California, and the Acting Secretary of State was Mr. U.
Alexis Johmson, who is Under Secretary for Politlcal Affairs. An

back shortly to confirm
immediately.
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3. With Mr. Jeremy Craig, Third Secretary, I was received by

mmm-zm,mmu&w.mm
Goldstein at 5.40 p.m. on 15th August. I said that I had been instructed |
by my Government to semk an interview with the Seeretary of State in view
of the grave situation existing in Northern Ireland, I summarised the
mummmzmmummmm-_,y
releases. The crucial point was that the Stormont Government was not
now in eontrol of the situation end that British troops were mot a
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of the terms Stormont Government and the B. Special » In
fact ,throughout Mr. Johmson showed some unfamiliarity with

v appointed. . Goldstein,
and during the past month was in Belfast before going bo
Dublin and meeting our Minister.

5, Mr. Johmson said that they would, maturally, have to study
the Note and enclosures, mmmmmmmubym
of preliminary comment. He made the following m::-:

(1) He could not vecsll s situstion where U.N. forces had
entered a country without a request from the Government
d_thomtry-cm._ ]

(2) Where U.N. troops had previously been introduced, it
was because the local authorities did not have the
capability of maintaining law and ovder. The U.K.
Government had that capability and he therefore found
ﬁ.hﬂtoaaanhmum-.tminmm
gituation. It was more a question as to how a country
was using the forces that it had.

6. I mmumw,-uptomm,na. practice
mmummmnmmumwdm
mmm(m,dm,wwmﬂdh
established), and it was for this reasen that we had asked the British
Govermment to request U.N. md‘ There was also a clear practical
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